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Editorial Comment . . .
A particular passage of scripture has come to mind at this special time of the year. Recorded in
Section 59:2d, among the other “Thou shalt not” commandments given to the Church on
August 7, 1831 by prophet Joseph Smith, Jr., was “Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all
things.” We have just completed our holiday known as Thanksgiving. That day was set aside to
recall a “first day of thanksgiving” by our Pilgrim fathers. They were grateful for the harvest and
kindness shown to them by the native Americans. They were a people who had sacrificed much
to attain the ability to worship as they chose.

As we reflect upon all we have to be thankful for, the list should be very long. The land of
promise to those who serve the Lord God in righteousness should be at the top, for we truly have
been able to worship as we choose. In many ways we believe that the Remnant Church has been
called in renewal to bring to pass the Kingdom of God in these Last Days—a considerable
challenge as many of us know. Yes, I believe we can be thankful for our commitment we have
made to build that Kingdom here on earth.

But, the commandment is to be thankful in all things. When we arise in the morning one should
be thankful. When we retire we should be thankful. When we partake of our food we should be
thankful. Can you add to these? I think so.

One point for thankfulness might be the subject of personal health. For many of us, particularly
the seniors, this is an area of health concern. I am personally so very thankful for the availability
of skilled surgeons and medical facilities to provide healing and care to be able to continue in
good physical health in the service of my Lord—not just for myself but for my spouse, family
and friends. The Lord has commanded us to care for our bodies and has counseled us in the
Word of Wisdom to do so.

As we continue in the coming holiday season, let us be thankful for the opportunity afforded us
to share in our family relationships and gatherings. Even though we generally understand that the
birth of our Lord occurred in the Springtime, we need to be tolerant of the traditional celebration
of the Christmas Season by most of Christendom. His birthday is important no matter when it
occurred. His life is what we should emulate. His death guaranteed our salvation. His
resurrection is our hope for eternity. In this and all things let us be thankful.

Again—“walk uprightly before me, considering the end of your salvation, doing all things
with prayer and thanksgiving.” D&C 46:3c

For the First Presidency,
FREDERICK N. LARSEN
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By Robert E. Ostrander

The third verse of Hymn No. 480 reads: “Let
none hear you idly saying there is nothing I can
do, while the souls of men are dying and the
Master calls for you.” The reason that’s been a
favorite of mine for a long time is because it
catches up for me the missionary spirit of the
Church that has always been present, but too often
“witnessing” has been left to the missionary arm
of the Church. Brothers and Sisters, I submit to
you that is not supposed to be the case. In our
most recent revelation, Section R-151: 4a, we were
told: “You my people wait for further direction
from on high. This cannot be so until you have
responded more fully to that which has been given
thus far. There is a marriage supper waiting. The
bridegroom is ready, but the bride is not
prepared...” To find out why we were being
reprimanded like that, I went back to review the
“R”-revelations, and I was amazed at what I found.

According to R-145: We need to
“...strengthen [our] faith, we need to spread the
love of Christ to a sin sick world, we need to
study to understand the fullness of [the]
Gospel...” In R-146:4, 6b, we need “...to be more
steadfast in obedience to the Law of
Temporalities.” We are to “...Prepare the Bride.”
Also in R-147:5a, c, 6b: “Every man called to
priesthood office [is] to magnify his calling...,”
the priesthood is to “Continue to seek the
endowment....” We all need to prepare the bride.
We need to continue to be “humble, and unified
in your worship and service to me….” In R-
148:5, we should stand against “the buffeting of
Satan”; we are to “prepare the Bride for the
marriage;” we are to “sanctify” our lives.

Is all this beginning to sound familiar to you?
Consider R-149:5. We need to implement “the
Word of Wisdom.” In R-150:3c, 8: We are to “be
prepared.” We are to come “out of Babylon.”
“Greater sacrifice and discipline...will be
required” of us. We need to “arm ourselves with
great faith, knowledge, humility and love….”
Finally, for now we are told in R-151:5

“Harmony and charity
must prevail...” in the
Remnant Church.
“Further obedience to
the Celestial Law and
the Law of
Consecration is a
necessary requirement
for the preparation of the Bride.” Those were
just the things that “jumped off the pages” for me
as I looked through those latest “R”-revelations.

If we were to do an in-depth study of the
scriptures, I’m sure we would find many more
things that we need to be doing that we’ve been
“playing along with” over the course of the years.
I use that word “playing” not as condemnation,
but as a realistic assessment. That’s really what
we have been doing! If we were serious about the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and really wanted to get
busy, we would be much further along the road to
the Kingdom than we are. There’s one relevant
thing that is not listed in these revelations, and
when we study the scriptures we don’t often find
it listed, but it’s there by implication. That is to
bear witness of His Son, Jesus Christ, to those
who are seeking.

It is the responsibility of every member of this
Church to bear that witness, not to leave it up to a
certain group of called men to go out and do it all!
In D&C 85:22 the Lord says, “Behold, I sent you
out to testify and warn the people, and it
becometh every man who hath been warned to
warn his neighbor; therefore they are left
without excuse and their sins are upon their own
heads.” How do we correct the popular idea that
“witnessing is only for the missionary arm of the
Church,” when the Lord said “every man.” We
can’t ignore that commandment. Because this is
an essential part of the establishment of Zion, we
need to get serious about our witnessing to others.
It’s just as important as the law of Consecration,
or any of the formal commandments the Lord has
given us.
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When the Lord again restored His Church in
April 2000, He also gave us back the mission of
that Church: to build His Kingdom. In order to do
that we must bear a renewed witness of the Lord
Jesus Christ’s Kingdom to all those who are
seeking, to those who want to know more about
Him. In D&C 63:9 the Lord said, “I will that my
saints should be assembled upon the land of
Zion; and that every man should take
righteousness in his hands, and faithfulness
upon his loins, and lift a warning voice unto the
inhabitants of the earth; and declare both by
word and by flight [to the designated place of
safety], that desolation shall come upon the
wicked.” Even in those judgments that are soon to
come upon this earth, we are to lift the warning
voice to testify and witness to people that Jesus
Christ is coming, and that with timely action they
too can have an opportunity to escape that
accompanying judgment.

We’ve been given that mission
because we have the fullness of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and the
world has not yet received that
fullness. We need to bear that
witness. People cannot escape what
is coming, yet they cannot
embrace this Gospel if they don’t
hear it. If we don’t talk it up to
them, they won’t hear it. The Lord
has called us to bear witness at all
times—to all those who will listen—to go out and
actively seek them, rather than waiting for them to
come to us. I’m not suggesting that we go out and
canvas our neighborhoods, or knock on doors
while looking for an opportunity to witness.
Opportunities often come in unexpected ways;
when they come, we need to bear that witness.

Let me give you an example. In Alma 12:150-
180 is related the story of Abish, who was a
Lamanite woman, a servant to King Lamoni’s
wife. Many years before this experience, she had
been converted to the Lord, but she kept her
conversion secret. She was among those who
witnessed the conversion of King Lamoni and his
wife, and their servants. When all those people
fell down and were prostrate upon the earth, and
appeared to be dead, Abish knew it was really the
power of God. Abish had a decision to make: (1)

she could do absolutely nothing, (2) she could run
and hope in all the confusion that nobody would
remember she was there, or (3) she could take
action. Put yourself in her place. She lived among
a group of people who were wicked, idolatrous,
blood-thirsty, caring or knowing little about God.
She had kept her conversion a secret, so they
didn’t know she now believed in God. She would
be taking great personal risk, just by talking about
Him. What did she do? She decided to take action.
She ran from house to house, telling everybody
what had happened, telling them to come and see
for themselves. She firmly believed that if they
came and saw what had happened to the King,
they would know it was by the power of God. She
felt they, too, would be converted.

The multitude did gather, but things did not go
the way Abish had hoped. People began to argue
about what had really happened. They began to
say, “It’s all the King’s fault because he didn’t kill

that Nephite troublemaker when he
first came.” Some began to say,

“That Nephite brought evil
upon our King.” Others said,
“It’s the King’s fault,
because he killed some of his

servants when they were out
watering his flocks at the
waters of Cebus, and some

other Lamanites stole his
cattle.”

As all those things began to transpire, I would
imagine Abish was heartbroken. She wanted the
people to see the power of God that she knew was
there, but that wasn’t what was happening.
However, the Lord was merciful even during this
amazing experience. He raised all those people
up, and the King and Queen then began to testify
about what had happened. The Lord was able to
open up the work among the Lamanites because
of the work of Ammon and the testimony of
Abish. This was possible because of their
willingness to seize an opportunity when it was
laid before them to bear witness of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

You may agree that was a nice story, but feel
it is no longer relevant because these things
happened a long time ago; you may feel that
things are different now! I’ll give you another



6

example—this one happened only about three
months ago. There is a Remnant couple who are
very strong believers in the Word of Wisdom.
They conversed with a young man who was
having some health difficulties. In the course of
their conversation they were able to share with
him the Word of Wisdom—that piqued his
interest. As a result of that common ground and
their continuing conversations over a period of a
few weeks, they were able to share with him parts
of the Restoration Gospel. He and his family
began to come to services and investigate the
Remnant Church. We don’t know where that’s
going to go, but because of their willingness to
bear witness of something like the Word of
Wisdom, and how it fits into the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, a man and his family are now investigating
the Church. The last chapter of this contact is yet
to be written, but at least someone with no
Restoration background is now investigating the
Church. That is typical of what can happen and
what the Lord desires that we facilitate.
Witnessing is the key to
bringing people to know Jesus
Christ and His Gospel!

Witnessing doesn’t take a
great deal of training, and it
doesn’t mean you have to go
to exotic faraway places. All
you have to do is to prepare by
being willing to tell others
what the Lord Jesus Christ has
done in your life. Sometimes
the greatest distance you have
to go is “across the street,” and
believe me that sometimes
seems like a long way! Many years ago the Lord
tried to communicate the importance of
witnessing to the Church when He said,
“Therefore, o ye that embark in the service of
God, see that ye serve him with all your heart,
might, mind, and strength, that ye may stand
blameless before God at the last day; therefore, if
you have desires to serve God, you are called to
the work, for, behold, the field is white already to
harvest, and lo, he that thrusteth in his sickle
with his might, the same layeth up in store that
he perish not, but bringeth salvation to his soul;
and faith, hope, charity, and love, with an eye

single to the glory of God, qualifies him for the
work.” (D&C 4:1b-e) When that desire is resident
within your soul, you want to share the Gospel
with other people. That’s all the special training
you need to witness of the Lord Jesus and what
He’s done in your life. Your sincere testimony is
the most powerful motivation that can ever be
brought into the life of that “someone” who only
you know best. It doesn’t necessarily have to be a
spoken witness. It can be a living witness of how
you are effectively meeting some difficult
challenge of life. Your witness—in whatever
form—is vital to someone who is looking. If you
don’t share it, they’ll never know of it!

When we’re witnessing to others, there are
certain things we need to do and be aware of. One
of them is to avoid getting bogged down. That’s a
tough lesson to learn. But we need to remember
that every man has his agency, and every man has
the right to choose for himself what he wants to
do and hear. We must respect that right, no matter
how much its use may disappoint us. We need to

develop what Bro. Ralph
Damon says is the
McDonald’s philosophy:
“NEXT!” If the person we’re
talking to does not want to
hear what we have to say, we
don’t have more than a limited
time to spend urging him to
respond. Remember the story
of Alma and the Zoramites?
You’ll find the complete
account in Alma 16:78-249,
describing how Alma and his
companions had witnessed

some strange worship practices among these
people, and they wanted to bring the word of God
to them. It caused these determined men a great
deal of distress to see how these Zoramites were
perverting the Word of God. So they went to
preach to them, but the people they first went to
would not listen or pay any attention to what they
had to say. After prayer and fasting, and a lot of
preaching effort, Alma began to have a little
success among the poor within their colony.
(Alma 16:124-128) Alma saw that the people he
went to first would not respond, so he went to a
neighboring people who would listen. He didn’t

Your sincere
testimony is the most
powerful motivation

that can ever be
brought into the life
of that “someone”
who only you know

best.
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waste his preaching time with people who
demonstrated no interest; he turned to those who
were willing to listen and seriously consider the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Brothers and Sisters, this Gospel is too
important to deposit in a “bank” which pays “no
interest.” When people around the world are
dying because they are not hearing this message,
we can’t get bogged down with those who
develop no interest. If we spend too much time on
one hesitant person, we’re not going to reach the
many others who will listen intently and respond
promptly. This is a hard lesson for us to learn.
Sometimes those we want to reach the most do
not want to hear what we have to say at this time.
Our time is short, and we must be about the work
of the Kingdom, and that work requires that we
witness to other interested people about the real
Jesus Christ—the Gospel He left for us—and
what it is that He has done in our lives. We cannot
afford to spend our time on fruitless endeavors.

I’m not suggesting we give up entirely on
those people who won’t listen; perhaps another
time will prove more opportune. We need to
continue to pray for them and seek a later
opportunity to bear witness to them. But we also
need to recognize that we don’t have the 10, 15 or
20 years that we’ve heard about in the past, for

bringing one person into the Church. We need to
be actively witnessing every day, at every
opportunity. The Quorum of Twelve feels that our
Remnant message is ready to burst all over the
world, but this won’t happen unless a core group
of people is willing to share its testimony with
others, and is then willing to take that further step
and ask them if they want to hear more detail
about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Spiritual preparation is essential; it is key to
bearing witness of Jesus Christ, because through
the preparation you make when you bear your
testimony, the Spirit confirms its truthfulness to
the hearts of those who are listening. Without that
Spirit, your words are not effective. Witnessing is
just as important in the establishment of Zion as
the law of Consecration. It is how we will leaven
our neighborhoods. If we’re not properly
prepared, our witness will be sporadic, and most
often will be fruitless. In fact, lack of spiritual
preparation is probably the single biggest reason
for the lack of success in witnessing that I can
think of. We no longer have the luxury of a casual
approach to witnessing. We have got to be about
the work of the Kingdom, and we’ve got to be
about it in earnest, and we’ve got to be about it
now. P

cross over into the Promised Land. Be careful
where you look, be careful in the choices you
make. There’s still time left, but we have
something very important and critical to do. Now
are the greatest days of the Restored body of
Christ, because we can fulfill that scripture which
talks about His return to this sphere. We are called
to participate in that activity. Zion is a serious
business. He who created us gave us His law;
therefore He requires obedience to that law, and
He will reward or punish us according to our
obedience to that which He has given. For God to
use His total power to protect us from that which
is evil around us, we have to have a total
righteousness, and His power to protect us is
related to that. Then we understand the
overpowering need for stability, security, a sense

of secure purpose in our homes, our Church, our
families, our personal lives. The call to
Womanhood is caught up in those necessities.
Your destiny is indicated in your very nature. The
home of today is facing its greatest crisis, and the
forces which seek to destroy society seek first to
destroy the home. The success or failure of our
spiritual lives and Kingdom opportunities, and the
success of our establishing Zionic families is in
direct relationship to the concepts, goals, and
practices that we hold inviolate in our families.
You, my sisters, must never lose sight of the
natural God-given, spiritually-upheld influence
that you, the women of the Church, have as a
challenge and a responsibility. The success or
failure of this body of women rests on your
capacity to establish Kingdom-centered lives
wherever you reside. P

Cont’d from page 26
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Given at the Summer Preaching Series on August 19, 2007, by Apostle Gary L. Argotsinger

Romans 12:1,2 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed
to this world; but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what that good,
and acceptable, and perfect will of God is.”

In the gospel of Jesus Christ
there are so many analogies to
farming: if there are weeds in
those beans they’ll start
choking out those plants; they
will rob vital moisture from
them and their yield won’t be
as good. It’s the same way with
your personal life; we need to
be a type of people who is
“Roundup ready” [Roundup is an
effective farm herbicide for controlling
weeds] so we can get the sin out of our lives,
because that’s what the weeds in our lives are—
sin. We don’t always think it’s going to make a
difference, but sin in your life similarly destroys
what it is that God has in mind for you, and this
sin doesn’t allow us to reach our full potential. As
a result, Zion languishes! The reason we don’t
have Zion established among us today is lack of
obedience. You must first “root out” all those
things which are causing you not to come into His
Kingdom.

It’s difficult to know how to discern God’s
will and sometimes we make mistakes trying to
do so. In an old 1945 Saint’s Herald, I found a
testimony regarding that author’s impression of
how the Lord wants to work with us. There are
decisions in life which are tough to make, both in
the areas of religion and politics. Foremost in our
minds should be the importance of this country,
remembering that the Kingdom within it, which
we are striving to build, is the ultimate reality God
has in mind for His people. That article talks
about the atom bomb, which had just burst upon
our awareness. Was this the will of God, when
some of these frightening things happened?
Because of modern technology we now know
what is going on in the world, and that we live in
perilous times. If there is any reason to build the

Kingdom at this time, it is the urgency of the hour
in which we live.

Some of us are old enough to remember
what this article reported: “Last week a

single American bomber circled over the city
of Hiroshima, scarcely heeded by the busy

people below who were accustomed to lethal
visitations by hundreds of such planes. Slowly the
bomb bay doors were lowered and a small bomb,
suspended by a parachute, began its descent. The
plane banked sharply and set a straight course
for its home base. The bomb dropped rapidly to

within a few feet of the city. While it was still in
midair there was a terrific explosion. Buildings of
brick and steel were leveled to the ground; many
of them were actually vaporized according to
accounts of some observers. Between 100,000 and
200,000 people were dead or soon died in such
agonizing pain that they would beg others to end
their suffering. Thus the atomic bomb made its
advent. At last, the ferocity of man is matched
with the destructive power so great that men must
live in peace or be wiped off from the face of the
earth.”

I can’t help but think that, whichever
President is in future charge of this country, your
responsibility as Remnant Saints is to pray for the
welfare of this country, and his or her
responsibility to lead. We hope the decisions he
makes will help to forge Zion. At that time, the
President lived in Independence, MO; it was
unbelievable how difficult that decision was for
him, yet he decided quickly. We were at war and
many decisions had to be made quickly. Do you
think God worked with him? In my own mind I
think He did. I’m sure it saddened God to allow
such a thing, but people have to understand that it
is sin which caused these measures to take place.

The article went on: “We now have an energy
[form] so potent that we can take a thimbleful of
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atomic energy and with it we can drive the Queen
Mary ocean liner to Europe and back.” That’s
good mileage! You can hardly believe or envision
the degree of intelligence and light which comes
to man when he seeks it. I’ve heard from a brother
that we now have submarines which will never
have to be refueled for as long as they’re in
service! This tremendous force, which God
created in the beginning, is bound up in a unit of
matter so small that it cannot be seen
with the most powerful microscope.
This small particle called the
atom is calculated to be one-third
to one-half- billionth of an inch in
diameter! It’s small but also
complex, said to be shaped like a
football, with parts that whirl around
continuously at great speed. The atom is as
complete as the universe itself, and composed of
protons and neutrons—a solid mass—at the
center. They form a nucleus around which
electrons revolve. The character of the atom is
determined by the number of its orbiting
electrons. Uranium, the element which supplied
the atoms which scientists succeeded in splitting,
is a very dense, radioactive material which has 92
electrons in its atomic shell, compared with only
one electron in hydrogen, which is a gas. The
orbiting electrons determine whether a substance
is wood, metal, or whatever.

We all seem to be looking for the centuries-
old search for the mysterious “ultimate reality.”
Scientists apparently agree that the electron is not
the ultimate reality, but there is some greater force
back of it. There is a God who hears our prayers,
and He answers. Through science in 1945, we
now understand even greater things regarding the
nature of that ultimate reality. The monastic
theory of philosophy holds that when the
“ultimate reality” is discovered, it will reveal that
the physical and the spiritual universe are
composed of the same force.

If this is true, as I believe it is, it will prove the
inspired statement that “all things are spiritual.”
And the light which now shineth, which giveth
you light, is through him who enlighteneth your
eyes, which is the same light that quickeneth
your understandings; which light proceedeth
forth from the very presence of God, to fill the
immensity of space. The light which is in all
things; which giveth life to all things; which is
the law by which all things are governed; even

the power of God who sitteth upon his throne,
who is in the bosom of eternity, who is in the
midst of all things. As also he is in the sun, and
the light of the sun,...as also he is in the moon,
and is the light of the moon,...as also the light of
the stars,...and the earth also, and the power
thereof, even the earth upon which you stand.”
(D&C 85:3a,b; 2c-f)

It is by no means improbable that science will
someday discover that the “ultimate reality” is the
Spirit of God, or in other words, the intelligence
of the Creator. I want you to understand that we
have access to the intelligence of that Creator.
The spiritual force which we call the Holy
Spirit, which emanates from the presence of

God, is also a form of thought. The Holy Spirit is
the all-pervasive mind of God in Christ. In John’s
gospel, the scriptures tell us that He would send
another Comforter, and that Holy Spirit is the
mind and intelligence of the Godhead. Does it
behoove us to get our lives in order to such a
degree that we can receive of that? Too many
times I’ve prayed and asked for the presence of
His Spirit, and because of my lack of preparation,
it’s just words—it’s not mighty prayer! We can
not become His sons and daughters unless we
have an indwelling of that Spirit and allow it to
come into our lives! It’s sin that we still have in
our lives which is crowding it out. I don’t know
what your sins are, but I know we have things in
our lives that separate us from communing with
God. As Remnant Saints, how much more could
we want than to have that kind of understanding
and knowledge—sufficient to come into His
presence? It should change our prayer life
considerably. Read D&C 85:3ab, where it says it
is the very mind and intelligence of God which
fills the immensity of space.

I sat in on a Patriarchal Blessing recently, and
I have a new appreciation of the diligent
preparation it takes, because the Patriarch wants
to commune with God, and he has to free himself
from all prejudice and all bias. He has to cleanse
himself, that he might be able to receive that mind
and Holy Spirit, that will bear testimony to him.
This enables him to tap that ultimate source of all
truth, light and wisdom. Theoretically, they [the
Lord and His Patriarchal minister, in this process]
can become one.

Our theme is “Discerning the Will of God.” If
we truly want to discern this will, then let’s
become like Him so we can commune with that
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Godhead. We sometimes don’t take the time to
strip ourselves of our predetermined ideas and
prejudices before we literally pray to God. When
we have a division among us, how many of us
pray for the other person? If we don’t, we fail to
take everything to God in prayer. Any questions
which confront you in life should be taken to God.
He will not give to you unless you prepare
yourself to receive that which you ask for.
Theoretically, you can become one with God and
Christ, and become the sons and daughters of
God, so He can reveal Himself unto us. Are you
“At One” with God and Christ?

The bottom line is that everyone here is
interested in the Kingdom of God on earth, and
wants to see its establishment. Let us put aside our
prejudices and predeterminations, and cleanse
ourselves, and come before God in prayer, and
communicate by preferring our brother to
ourselves. Remember the two great
commandments? Do we as Remnant Saints love
each other? If you don’t love your neighbor as
yourself, you can’t love your God, and will not
immediately receive from Him. There shouldn’t
be anything that separates us from our neighbor.
It’s the way we carry our disagreements with our
brother that is so important. We’re a blessed
people; we are fortunate to have a Prophet who
can receive the mind and will of God. We have
the choice then, whether or not to obey what we
have understood from His mind.

As we study the scriptures, we have
opportunity to be able to “possess” of the mind of
God and Christ, to have Godly attitudes, and to
enjoy the inner peace that comes from “at-
oneness” with God, man and the forces of the
Universe. The Apostle Paul meant this when he
said, “Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus.” That’s the crux of it—let this mind
be in you, and we of the Remnant Church realize
that it’s vitally important that we understand this.

Sometimes I think it would be nice to have the
Liahona available to us to show us the way ahead.
How did it operate? By faith! I recall when we

seven apostles were together
deliberating, when the Gathering
Place had just come up for sale, and
we were discussing how much it

would take to buy it—you know
the story. I recall there were
tears shed because of the
anguish we felt as we sought

to discern the mind and will of God. He made us
exercise our faith through prayer and reasoning,
one with another. Later, there were no more
pleasing words than those in the “R”-revelation,
when He told us that this place known as The
Gathering Place has been brought into our hands
by the Heavenly Father. Discerning the will of
God is never going to be easy, and we certainly
want to make the right decisions. We need to have
minds open to what God wants us to do. Has it
borne fruit? Yes, it’s been unbelievable what this
mind of God has done.

Just as Alma talked to his son Helaman, we
similarly need to counsel our sons and daughters,
too. “The liahona, which is, being interpreted, a
compass;...it was prepared to shew unto our
fathers the course which they should travel in the
wilderness; and it did work for them according to
their faith in God.” (Alma 17:71-73) Therefore,
as they observed these spindles pointing the way,
they had many miracles wrought by the power of
God, day by day. But if it comes by His power, it
is also our responsibility to follow that direction.
Are you exercising enough faith to cause the
spindle to move, in order to give you the
“direction which you should go?” Nevertheless,
because those miracles were worked by these
small means, it did show unto them God’s
marvelous works. A little later they became
slothful and forgot to exercise their faith and
diligence, and then those marvelous works, as
guided by the spindles, ceased to function and
they did not progress in their journey. “Therefore
they tarried in the wilderness,...and [they] were
afflicted with hunger and thirst, because of their
transgressions...ye should understand that these
things are not without a shadow; for as our
fathers were slothful to give heed to this
compass,...they did not prosper; even so it is with
things which are spiritual. For behold, it is as
easy to give heed to the word of Christ, which
will point to you a straight course to eternal bliss,
as it was for our father to give heed to this
compass, which would point unto them to a
straight course, to the promised land.” (Alma
17:77-79) There is a type and shadow here for us.
Our scriptures are our Liahona. Is there not a type
in this? Just as surely as it did bring our fathers to
the promised land, so shall the words of Christ, if
we follow their course, bring us to the Kingdom.

Reading from D&C 28:1, “Listen to the voice
of Jesus Christ, your Redeemer, the great I Am,

Cont’d on page 36



11

by Jerry D. Wilhite - Presiding Elder, Magic Valley Branch, Idaho

After several trips to the Center Place for
workshops, conferences, the priesthood
conference and our recent trip to Kirtland, there
are many things which make me wonder about
the status of our dedication for the Church in
general. What I’m about to present may seem a
bit straight forward and too candid, but I make no
apologies for expressing that which the Lord
put in my heart. I expect “the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.” Every member
should expect nothing less from those who hold
any office with such sacred trust.

We thought it a thrill and a privilege to attend
Wednesday prayer service at Center
Congregation before the October Conference
(after traveling 4200 miles), but were
mystified as to the low attendance of only 13 or
so; (that’s about 23% attendance). When I
mentioned that to some, they would say,
“That’s normal.” We learned that the majority
of the Church members live near the Center
Place, within a day’s drive. We consider 400
miles to be close, since we have to drive over
1350 miles. Where is the commitment? We in
the outlying areas in the west are so few in
number, and cherish the time we get to share
while attending our Church and prayer
services, even though we have to drive 70 miles
to attend. It is our staple and our refuge, with
Christ always being “The Rock of Salvation.” We
know that many from the extreme outlying
regions can’t attend all functions due to
economics. But to live so close and not participate
seems an obvious lack of dedication. It appears
many are again satisfied with the status quo. I
believe this was the main contributing factor for
the failure of church developments in the 1830s.
How can the outlying areas be strengthened if
those in the center of Zion cannot support

programs that strengthen
the central Zionic
community?

I asked myself this question about the
gathering and the Zionic community efforts going
on. Are we there yet? The Church is again set
in order by the pattern laid out as God wants it;
although all the Quorums are not yet filled, we
are moving forward. There is expansion of the
gathering place going on, reunions and
missionary outreach to foreign lands, but there
still seems to be something lacking. When there is
low attendance, lack of association by members
and especially of priesthood, it makes me wonder
if the commitment is 100%. When I hear
explanations why they didn’t attend, it reminds
me of the parable of the friend at midnight (Luke
11:6-9). Priesthood attendance was lower,
(especially Aaronic) at the Conference, and those
who were absent missed a great experience. I’m
glad I attended and got a renewed sense of
commitment and uplift of spirit. If we don’t
develop and feel a unity of Zionic friendships and
commitment at the Center Place, how are we
ourselves going to be strengthened, and then
strengthen others?

What is lacking? There seems to be room
for improvement in development of what I call
the building of Zionic relationships through
friendships, and people skills. The building of
these friendships is what makes one feel he
belongs. “If ye are not one, ye are not mine.”
(D& 38:6a) How many of us have gone out of our
way to develop new contacts, nourish them and
develop them in spite of the miles that separate us,
even though we might be a little different in our
ideas and personalities? Personalities are for
politics, not God’s business. Whether you drive,
call or write, Zionic friendships must develop!
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Friendship develops by contact, and contact
touches the heart more than anything, which makes
for a feeling of belonging. Do we discern when
someone is needing a friend? Would you go
“twain” to strengthen a relationship? (Matt 5:43)
Maybe it is just good practice to learn how to visit.
Some lack visiting skills because they think small
talk is a waste of time. Wouldn’t it be great if we
were like the woman who swept her house clean
looking for the lost coin, and greatly rejoiced when
she found it? (Luke 5:7-10) How great would be
our joy if that one friend we made (whether in the
Church or not), was like that lost coin?

While we are all unique because of our
different backgrounds, we are all necessary for
the accomplishment of building the Kingdom. We
cannot all be Apostles, or Elders or Priests, etc.
(I Cor. 12) We are all part of the whole body. Those
who have responsibilities to outlying areas should
call or contact Presiding Elders and members
occasionally to see how things are going or what
their needs are, or just to develop Zionic
friendships. If you are priesthood, (especially the
Aaronic), it is not all about preaching a sermon,
it’s about leavening your community and
nurturing everyone possible. Stay in contact with
those in isolated areas, far removed from the main
root. Lack of contact can quickly drain the
nourishment that is required to keep the branch
alive. If you have a house plant, and don’t nourish
it, it withers and dies. It is this nourishment from
the root that outlying areas need. Even as archaic as
it was 2000 years ago, Paul was constantly staying
in touch through those he sent, or by his letters.

I believe the development of people skills is one
of the most crucial talents for building the Kingdom.
(Matt. 25:15-30) Some of us are direct, some are
more subtle and charismatic; what is your
preference—or should you really be a respecter of
persons? When we don’t accept everyone as he is,
that makes us sin because it demonstrates we prefer
certain ones above others. (James 2:9) It is hard for

many of us to develop people skills because of our
varied backgrounds, but we should accept all
persons, regardless of personality differences. We
need to show genuine concern by learning about
each other through visiting, speaking the truth,
uncovering their inner being, and developing trust
so we can be lasting and true Zionic friends. To
truly learn to prefer one another falls in this
category: “we are all members, one of another.”
(Eph. 4:25)

While I was taking a communications class in
college, we were required to read a book titled,
“The First Four Minutes.” In that book it states all
people, and especially employers, size up a person
in the first four minutes they meet. Their decision is
usually based mostly on physical appearance and
body language. Should we allow this in a Zionic
setting? It is easy to have relationships with
someone you like, but remember the publicans did
the same thing in their day. (Matt. 5:47-49)
Remember the example of the good Samaritan.
Again, it is just good practice to learn how to visit. I
know some who don’t visit because they don’t
believe in small talk, but how can you really get to
know someone without it, as a minister and
witness for Christ?

Lastly, do we study and gain the knowledge
that is needed to be an effective witness? We must
have a driving passion to obtain the best gifts
through study, fasting and prayer always. We are
told to seek out learning from the best books, words
of wisdom, etc. and to study to show ourselves
approved before all. (II Tim. 2:15 & D&C 85) How
can we be approved in any congregation if we
demonstrate a lack of understanding of the
scriptures and our own duties, whether member,
Deacon, Teacher, Priest or Elder? The responsibility
lies upon all if Zion is to be a reality. As we do this,
God’s grace will always sustain us.

Are we there yet? P

Thoughtful reflections seen on a church marquee:

We don’t change the message, the message changes us!
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Seeking to create an
atmosphere wherein
the attending
Priesthood could share
a dialog on the various
aspects of a soon-

expected but still future
“call to gather”—to the

designated Central Area of Jackson County, in
Western Missouri—President Larsen called for
this year’s Assembly to especially focus on this
topic. Accordingly, 127 Priesthood men
converged on the Worship Center of the
Gathering Place, for the weekend of October 12-
14, to seek the Lord’s further augmentation of
their present understandings on this always-
fascinating topic. The Assembly was guided by
various applicable scriptures from our recent past,
such as these insights given in 1950:

“It will be profitable for my servants of
the eldership [priesthood] to meet often
for study, under the direction of those
having responsibility to teach, at such
times and places as may be practicable, in
preparation for the greater endowment of
spiritual power which has been promised
and which awaits the time when they can
receive it.” (D&C 142:4b)
Friday evening was devoted to registration

and the sharing of fraternal greetings, aimed at
facilitating re-acquaintance with the many
brethren arriving from distant areas. This was
followed by “An Update on the State of the
Church.” This address was delivered by President
Larsen, still recovering from a total replacement
operation on his right knee, which had been done
on August 22. Brother Larsen explained that the
surgical procedure had gone well. He already has
good facility with the replaced joint, and will
continue to strengthen its mobility through
physical therapy in his rehabilitation efforts.

President Larsen commented on a wide range
of topics, including the current financial condition

of the Church, and the progress made to date in
implementing our program for Consecration of
Surplus, a long-talked-of further extension to fully
respond to the Celestial Law. He also explained
the situation and strategy currently being
employed or envisioned for each of the major
mission fields as well as priesthood manpower
currently available for this work. He spoke of the
in-process construction work at the Conference
Center, designed to create the first phases of a
new Retreat Center Facility, which will be self-
contained within the existing building.

The thrust of the President’s analysis was that
the Church is currently experiencing an increase
in the giving of tithes and offerings, is on- or
under-budget for expenditures in all major areas
of service. We are encouraged by recent progress
in new baptisms and processing ordinations for
priesthood leadership in both South India and in
our two already-established congregations in
Belize. He introduced Elder Marisetti Srinivas,
who was in attendance from South India, and also
Elder Richard Smith who again attended from
Corozal, Belize. Work in Nigeria is progressing
slowly, but further work in the Philippines has
been put on hold pending some clarification of
intentions by the local leadership.

With prayerful gratitude, President Larsen
noted that the Saints in Belize had successfully
weathered two passing hurricanes this season,
without experiencing serious damage to either of
our congregational structures or our Church van.
The Lord’s blessing was clearly in evidence.
However, some of the Saints in Central America
did sustain wind and water damage to their
homes. He commented on some of the current
problems the Remnant Church faces, and what
strategies we are employing to deal with them.
The first evening was then concluded with a
Commitment Service, conducted by
Patriarch/Evangelist Dan Gough, during which
the brethren shared several moving prayers and
statements of dedication to this work.

2007 Priesthood Assembly Focused on
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VARIOUS ASPECTS OF GATHERING

Saturday’s program was built around eight
different aspects of “Gathering” These
presentations are summarized here in the order
they were given.

“I WILL GATHER MY PEOPLE-THE EARLIEST CALLING”
Bishop Jerry Sherer talked about the early
scriptural references to intended future gatherings
of God’s people. He talked of God’s instructions
to Enoch concerning a great Gathering in the
latter days, when righteousness shall finally be
caused to sweep across the earth, as a truthful
“flood” of never-before-heard information (Gen.
7:70, I.V.). Bro. Sherer also discussed the great
Gathering project of Moses, as he led a reluctant
and frequently-doubting assembly of Israelites
back to the Promised Land, via a 40-year detour
in the desert wilderness. This extended tour was
made necessary by their continuing
transgressions. This mission of Moses was
foretold by Joseph. He had described Moses as he
counseled his repentant brothers in Egypt (Gen.
50:34, I.V.), after the passing of their father,
Jacob, about their eventual return and “Gathering”
to the Promised Land. He cited other prophecies,
including those of Zechariah (8:7-8), where the
prophet pointed to conditions that were felt to be
aimed at the Jerusalem of the Middle East, but
which we today can recognize as more applicable
to Latter Day Israel’s “last days.”

“COME UNTO ME—CHRIST’S CALL TO GATHER TO
HIM”

In his first presentation, Patriarch/Evangelist
Carl VunCannon, Jr. challenged the Remnant
Priesthood to “raise your banners high.” Bro. Carl
pointed out that God has called us (Mark 13:44) to
represent Him in all the things we do—the
preaching, teaching, etc., in this day when the
gathering of all nations shall soon take place.
After a suitable introduction, Bro. Carl reminded
us that this “army” of prepared priesthood is the
one the Lord is calling to preach the gospel to this
wicked and sinful generation. To get here today,
we responded to the “call to gather” in order to
better understand our duties. The Lord is using
this assembly to further prepare His army, so they
can respond to His instructions to go forth from
here and work in this world. We are being

instructed on how to gather and become “of one
heart and one mind.” This was easy to say but will
be more difficult to do (Matt. 23:37). To
accomplish this goal, we are all going to have to
“sacrifice some of our own thinking and our
personal agendas,...and put these on the
‘sacrificial fire’ so we can all become ‘one’ with
the Lord Jesus.” We need to realize the power that
this releases. Until those original disciples of
Jesus had that unifying experience at the “day of
Pentecost,” their hearts were not yet sufficiently
melted.

“I MUST GATHER TOGETHER MY PEOPLE—THE
CALLING IN THE RESTORATION”

President Robert Ostrander pointed out that
the Gathering is thought by many to be so new
that it is “latter-day,” but in fact, this is a very old
concept, as Bro. Sherer reminded us. After
Enoch’s great demonstration city, later attempts
have not been successful, even though historically
many disciples have given of their best efforts.
When you search the D&C, you can separate the
instruction on the Gathering into five categories:
What is its purpose? (D&C 3:15), Who will be
gathered? (D&C 28:1-2, 7; 98:4, 9), Where will
the gathering occur? (D&C 98:9), When will it
occur? (D&C 102:2), and How will it occur?
(D&C 42:10; 57:6) This information is found in
considerable detail within our Doctrine and
Covenants, and it awaits our continuing and
careful study!

“THE GATHERING OF MY PEOPLE—THE GATHERING OF
THE REMNANT

President Frederick Larsen ended the morning
with his presentation. He took time to introduce
those Branch Presiding Elders who were in
attendance, and also to recite the Remnant Church
Mission Statement. He reminded us all that
missionary outreach is our “job one.” But suitable
preparation must come first so that our efforts can
meet with as much success as human agency
makes possible. He traced the development of the
Church: from New York state to Kirtland, OH,
and from there to Jackson County, MO, and then
because of local opposition, back to Far West,
MO, and then because of our expulsion from
Missouri, back to Nauvoo, IL. Years later the
Saints gathered on the border of Missouri at
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Lamoni, IA, and finally, about 1905, the
Reorganized Saints began to feel it was again safe
to return to Independence. Bro. Larsen told of
discussions with his father and grandfather, and of
his remembering their thoughts concerning how to
build a Zionic Community in this modern, highly
individualistic society. He explained that in just a
few weeks, we would begin our informational and
organizational meetings for creating a Center
Place of Zion. He spoke at length on the progress
already being achieved for a gathering of our
people, but he shared that a more formal call for
Gathering—possibly for refuge—will come. The
Remnant House is now functioning as a
temporary means of transition for Saints who are
ingathering to the Center Place.

The Utah Mormon Saints still believe in
gathering to Jackson County, but they frequently
ask him, “How will there be 13 million people
successfully gathered into this area?” That answer
is not known at this time. God has informed us
that the Remnant Saints cannot receive further
direction concerning this process until there has
been a greater stewardship response by our
people.

“THE ROLE OF THE MISSIONARY IN THE GATHERING”
After lunch, Apostle Ralph Damon asked for

all the missionaries to stand up, then emphasized
that each one of us in this Assembly is a member
of the Missionary Corps of this Church. However,
because of the awesome size and growth of the
population of the earth, we will never have
enough missionaries. He emphasized that we are
not a Country Club—we cannot behave in such a
way, because of economic standards in much of
the rest of the world. But in some ways we are not
yet fully realizing this (neither did Peter in Acts
10:9-23, until the Lord corrected his viewpoint),
that a more realistic future attitude must be
achieved. We must begin doing better in our
willingness to learn to speak a foreign language,
so we can witness more effectively, and we must
improve our willingness to dialog with and accept
those who are from other cultures.

He pointed out that this brings up a
disquieting thought, but one which Remnant
Saints must contemplate: if our American nation
does not start making better use (stewardship) of
its resources and its abundant opportunities, the

Lord—in His disapproval—may allow others
(worthy immigrants) to take its functioning away
from us by peaceful means. In a sense, this was
precisely what happened to the Jews of Jesus’
day, as illustrated by Peter’s experience with the
inquiring Gentiles. Within 250 years, the
emerging Christian Church, which had originally
been reluctant to speak with Gentiles, had become
a transformed Church made up entirely of
Gentiles. The Jews had originally been offered the
opportunity to join the Church, but after 135 A.D.
most had largely refused. Possibly reflecting
Divine displeasure, they had been dispersed by
the Romans to every other nation of the world!

“THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY IN THE GATHERING”
Bishop Kevin Romer related that the love of

Jesus Christ is the only thing that can give
meaning to this life. When you give that love to
another, you are in the bosom of the Father. The
sadness that you feel at times in life when you
have been rejected by someone is also Jesus
Christ working within you. When we experience
that rejection ourselves, we are experiencing
God’s pain, when He cannot reach out to us
because we will not respond. As men of His holy
Priesthood, do we have the spiritual maturity to
recognize Jesus in our own pain when we are
injured and temporarily broken-hearted? Do we
hear His voice at those times saying, “Does
anyone love me?” That desire to be loved
unconditionally comes from God! It is the only
way we can experience how important that love
is. The first great commandment is to love our
God with all our heart, mind and strength. Sin is
the antithesis of this love. The pain of rejection is
greater than the pain of an injury. The worst thing
you can do is to ignore someone else’s pain.

Babylon teaches us that we should learn to be
totally self-sufficient—to not need anyone else. It
teaches us that our independence—our privacy—
is our greatest goal and objective. It teaches us
that others are our competition, and they are to be
feared and overcome—that we “succeed” by
being more successful than our competitor.
Somehow, in our current world, our
acknowledged value is viewed as relative to how
we wind up in that “pecking order” of society.

The irony for a Remnant Saint is that we can
only find true joy in Jesus Christ—in that love
which comes from the Father—and which finds
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expression in our love for each other. A life
without love is empty and lonely; that loneliness
will “eat away” at our souls and is the greatest of
all pain. Ask a widow or a widower who has lost a
partner, and now has to deal with that great void
in his/her life—how much pain they suffer. I am
touched when I study the Gospel and its good
news to see how Jesus actually lived, and how he
acted—how he entered into a relationship with
each inquiring person. “Will you come with me?
Come and follow me; I find values within your
life which I love. Will you enter into communion
with me?” He called each one into a personal,
intimate relationship with Him, and as He invited
people to follow Him, He was also telling them
that they must soon make a choice. If they choose
one thing, it means refusing another. If they
choose to follow Jesus, they receive the gift of
love and communion, but at the same time they
must be prepared to say “no” to the ways of the
world, and accept the loss of what it offered.

What does all this have to do with the role of
Community? It has a very profound influence on
it. This Jesus calls His friends into community
with others who have been chosen for the same
path. But this is when the problems are likely to
begin. From the scriptural account, we see the
disciples squabbling among themselves,
wondering who is the greatest, who is to be the
most important among them? Community is a
wonderful life-giving place; it is a place of refuge,
but as it relates to new social relationships, it can
also be a place of pain because it is the ultimate
earthly testing place for truth and growth. Its
constraints bring out the residual of our pride, our
fears and our brokenness. In its early experience,
community can at first become a place of conflict
inside each one of us. First of all there is the
conflict between the values of the world and the
values of Jesus Christ in our emerging
community—between independence and
togetherness. For some, it will be painful to give
up one’s independence and come into
togetherness, to begin making decisions together,
and not just all alone. This is particularly true of
those earlier decisions made from a worldly
background, where we have previously been told
to be independent and to cultivate the feeling that
we shouldn’t need anyone else.

The next source of conflict in community will
be encountered when we give people their “space”

and let them grow, rather than competing with
them and exercising dominance. Our present
world is typically one of competition. We’ve been
taught to win; it will be surprisingly hard to stand
back and let others grow and exercise their gifts at
their own pace. Another source of community
conflict and growth is in the caring for others
versus the caring for ourselves and our own
selfish desires. This will often mean individual
sacrifice—the only true expression of love in our
lives. That which costs us nothing is not a gift
worthy of presentation to the Master!

Community will be much like a marriage—
where we sacrifice our egos to become one, truly
belonging to each other in covenant. How many
of our marriages would have lasted for the first
year if we had been only committed to the good
times? The same thing is true as we covenant with
each other in community. At the heart of
community is forgiveness, as we learn to care for
one another. To grow in love means we must
become men and women of forgiveness and
reconciliation, aware that there is bound to be pain
at times when we live in close proximity. As we
enter community, we can live with this pain only
if we believe with a certainty that God has called
us into this relationship. Community living is
social communion; it is bonding, it is sharing.

From this new community we will look back
on our previous lives of partial brokenness, and
will realize that He calls us to go out and share
what we have discovered with the world. It’s not
primarily for us; it’s about the poor and
brokenhearted. The great commission to go out
into the world and bring the good news to others
implores us not to keep it to ourselves. Our
ultimate assignments are to be “liberators of the
captives,” to heal those broken hearts and to bring
life and hope to others. I often think of the role of
a “common judge” in Zion as we ponder this
function in community. In worldly terms we think
of a judge as deciding who’s right and who’s
wrong in a conflict. After hearing the evidence,
the judge picks the “winner” and the “loser.” I’m
not sure that’s what it really means to be a
common judge in Zion, because Zion’s resident
will judge on a different basis using a different
standard. This standard involves repentance; it’s
also a standard of forgiveness. How many times
do we need to forgive those who have harmed us?
Is it not seven times seventy? That expanded
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concept is central, and at the heart of the Gospel
and community.

“THE PROCESS OF GATHERING”
Bishop Gregory Turner started his

presentation by asking, “Is there any doubt that
this is a core belief in our theology?” Gathering is
intimately connected with the establishment of
Zion, and that must come about before the second
coming of our Lord Jesus. Finally, it is integral to
the salvation of mankind in God’s Plan for him.
The purpose of the Gathering is to gather together
our strength; the love and support we can give
each other will enable us to find the way to come
out of Babylon.

The process of the Gathering—how will it
occur? “Firstly the rich and the learned, the wise
and the noble, and after that cometh my day of
power, and then shall the poor and lame and the
blind and deaf come in to the marriage supper of
the lamb.” The Gathering must be orderly, it must
be planned; it cannot be haphazard. I think that
process has begun, but it has not been completed.
We have a window of opportunity in our day to
begin this process that was not completed in 1833
and ‘34. Increasingly my testimony is that this is
our immediate task. We cannot delay.

Let’s talk about some specifics in the process.
We must ascertain the preparedness and
orderliness of the Gathering, that we might fulfill
that which the scriptures ask us to do.
Consecration is required, and in Section R-150:5c
the Lord reiterates that to us. There is still
confusion about what consecration is. It is not
simply surplus money; it is the dedication and
consecration of our entire lives. The geographical
gathering that we have already undertaken must
move further to include a spiritual gathering.

Furthermore, Zion is not a welfare state. There
can be no idlers among Zion’s inhabitants.
Equality is achieved by both labor and
contribution. The Storehouse is for the use of
consecrated Saints only; it does not have the
resources to go beyond that. That’s true of
monetary things and resources as well as of time
and talents. We all have to make our donation into
this Storehouse of resources, that there may be
that “supper, well prepared” for those who will be
coming.

The development of Zion will start with a
community or communities, which will each

touch the areas outside of them. We artificially
make the division between the “community”
aspect and the “leavening” aspect, and should not
do so. These communities will grow in both
spiritual and economic parameters as
stewardships. These will require purchased land,
and I look forward very soon to the time when we
can do that. The requirements for achieving
community and local leavening are the same. I
envision those who will show a great interest in
the growing community in this Center Place, but
need further instruction and great practice in its
demonstration of righteousness. Over any length
of time, I do not see how we can become fully
independent of the world in satisfying our own
needs and resources. I do know the Lord will
provide for us if we do our part. We will be
gathered into one place, for that’s the Lord’s
purpose. Together we can suitably prepare and
look forward to the time of His coming. I also
believe that we’ll have a fairly good idea as to the
timing when that second coming is approaching.
Matthew 24:42 says, “Likewise, mine elect, when
they shall see all these things, they shall know
that he is near, even at the doors.” A testimony
comes to mind from an old brother, as he referred
to the collapse of our economy—something that
he felt would make the depression of 1929 look
mild in comparison. After that, Zion would be
built very quickly. May we rise to that occasion!

“SPIRITUAL PREPARATION AND REQUIREMENTS FOR
GATHERING”

Carl VunCannon, Jr. quoted scripture as he
made the concluding presentation of the day.

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and
renew a right spirit within me...Restore unto me
the joy of thy salvation and uphold me with thy
free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy
ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.”
(Psalms 51:10,12-13) Spiritual preparation
happens when we recognize the need to have a
clean heart; the requirements for the Gathering are
the same as for proper spiritual preparation. As
God’s Spirit rests upon us, this will allow us to
offer ministry to those enmeshed in sin. Those
who will hear us will know that what we are
preaching is truth. Through that Spirit they will
feel the need to listen and become part of what we
are preaching. God has asked the gathered Zionic
resident to do what the universe does: it follows
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its Creator obediently in all those rules He has
given.

How many of us have experienced what the
Lord calls “mighty prayer?” That can solve our
difficulties: our decisions, our planning, our
understanding of community, our concern for how
to evangelize the world, and also how to deal with
one another.

Mighty prayer will bring those answers and
remove any of those obstacles that are going to be
roadblocks for this “army” sitting here in this
room. As we fast and pray, our minds are focused
on God and His goodness to us. In this attitude we
are prepared to receive understanding and wisdom
from Him. Brethren, there is a need for the
priesthood of His Church to move with the
expectation of great success in our endeavors for
the Lord. I hope we will never move into what we
decide to do for the Lord with failure as our
expectation. The required faith, ability, necessary
talents and gifts are currently contained within the
walls of this room! But the enemy is also “at the
door,” searching for any remaining areas of
weakness.

Do you love your neighbor as you love
yourself? We need to look at that in relationship
to the world in which we are living. We must be
willing to learn how to forgive. When you get on
your knees and ask the Lord to forgive you, what
do you expect? We expect to be forgiven—or is it
just a ritual we’ve gotten into? Brethren, we need
to climb to the very top of our Mt. Sinai and there
seek the face of the Lord, that our leadership
might carry with it the power and authority of
Almighty God. Nothing less will get the job done.
Our spiritual preparation must be at the “alert”
level, with all of our resources ready to do that
which God has asked us to do.

As that happens, we and our people will both
be prepared to meet all the requirements of
entering Zion. This is not an impossible task! The
One Who came and shared His ministry—and is
with us even this day—He is the person Who sits
in this room unseen, as our Commander-in-Chief.
Do you want anything better than that? May we
leave this place with a clean heart and a renewed
mind, focused on fulfilling our calling. P

This I Believe
by Frederick J. Moore

This I believe:

There is an eternal plain
That carnal man cannot obtain.

Strive as he would with human care
He cannot ascend that mountain there.

Nor can we by time or age there stand
Upon that eternal strand, God will it so!

Only as the Spirit strives and yearns
Is that upward path discerned

Through prayer’s obedience is it learned.

That holy upward way
Gained by travail day by day

By those who persevere and pray
No backward glance, nor tears for things behind, below

With eyes fixed upward, forward toward the goal.

And when at last by Spirit’s strength they stand
On Zion’s holy strand amid that holy band

Then they may look back along the path they strove
And bed; where anguished prayers were said.

Then they shall know that God willed it so.

This I Believe!

Elder Frederick James Moore died November 14, 2007 having attained the age of 93. We will all miss
his optimism, talents, and his poems, such as this one. (For a summary of his life, see The Hastening
Times, Issue 32, page 35.)


