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Our Mission Statement
The Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has been 
called into renewal to preach the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to all who will listen, and to prepare and gather a righteous people for 

the building of the Kingdom of God on earth, Zion.
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The past year has certainly been different for the world and also for the church. The membership of the Remnant Church 
has been challenged to minister not only to the people of the church, but also to the people of the world. We have attempted 
to use wisdom in our meetings, reunions and conferences. We attempted to follow the rules, guidelines, and laws of the 
regions where we live, with the desire to keep worshippers healthy. As the COVID-19 issues continue to change, we are still 
desiring to use our God-given wisdom, realizing no one need take unnecessary risks. We hope to continue to worship our 
Lord in truth and wisdom, hopefully in person without masks.

In June of 2021, we enjoyed getting to share together at the Remnant Church General Conference. There were days of prayer 
services, classes, sharing of meals, sermons, business, and a music service. It was a joyous occasion. The day before the 
conference started, the beautiful pipe organ in the Conference Center was tuned. We enjoyed its music during conference. 
During the final day of conference, President Terry Patience preached. In his message, he compared each pipe, each note of 
the organ to each member of the church. If each does his or her part, beautiful music is played.

The same concept applies to other areas such as the publishing of this Hastening Times. Many people contribute to make 
the whole periodical. This also applies to youth camps, reunion, Lunch Partners, Clothes Closet, bell choir and the many 
programs the membership supports. The entire church membership is needed to be able to function properly together. No 
one is more important than another in God’s view. What is important is that we are all doing our part as best we are able.

Today, we consider the great effort, the great task that is before us – assisting God in giving us the Kingdom of God, Zion, 
here on earth. We look to the three standard books for insight and encouragement.

In the Old Testament, Genesis, Chapter 18, an angel of the Lord told Abraham that he and Sarah would have a child in their 
old age. Although Sarah laughed within herself at the thought, the angel reminded Abraham in verse 13, “Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?”

Similarly, as recorded in the New Testament, Luke, Chapter 1, an angel of the Lord told young Mary that, she would bear a 
son and she should call his name Jesus. He also told Mary that her cousin Elizabeth would bear a son in her old age. In verse 
37, the angel reminded Mary that “For with God nothing can be impossible.”

If we, as a body, stand together and labor together in the “field that is white, already to harvest”, the end shall be 
glorious. For with God nothing can be impossible.

We read in Romans, Chapter 8:31,32: “What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can prevail 
against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things?”

Let us continue to pray for one another, 
as we move out together, expecting 
God’s rich blessings.

 

 Michael B. Hogan
 For the First Presidency

From the First Presidency…

The pipe organ in the Conference Center
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2022 CONFERENCE DATE ANNOUNCED! 
Please save the dates April 6 through April 10, 2022, on 
your calender for the 2022 General Conference.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR CAMP VOLUNTEERS!
You have touched so many lives. Thank you for your 
time and dedication to our youth! Your service is so 
appreciated!

2021 REMNANT FALL FAMILY RETREAT!
Please mark your calendar for October 27–31, 2021
Theme: Helping to Build the Kingdom of God
Location: Three Trails Camp and Retreat Center, 
Independence, Missouri
Contact: Patriarch Dennis Evans
Email: denlin3@att.net
Cell: 417-234-1576 

WITH SYMPATHY FOR THOSE LEFT BEHIND
As believers, we look forward to the glorious reunion of 
meeting our Savior someday. And, although we know 
the heavens rejoice, the loss of our dear family and 
friends leaves the sting of sadness. We remember with 
fond memories the following dedicated members of the 
church whom we have lost recently: 

Raymond Clough, Jr., Eugene Harrington, 
Stephen Heilman, Lloyd Hicks, Philip Hutchinson, 
Joellyn Karpeles, Debra Kollecker, Richard Nolff, 

Jonna Patterson, Kenneth Purvis, Johny Raju, 
and Steven Thompson.

Each of these precious people will be missed so much! 
Our prayers are with their families.

BAPTISMS We are so happy to welcome the following 
new members by baptism:
Bountiful Congregation
Natalie Romer
Center Congregation
Sophia Alverenga 
Estaban Alverenga 
Blue Springs Congregation
Tabitha Douglas 
Zephyr Douglas
First Missouri Congregation
Colby Newman
Morgan Newman
Sutton Newman
Sydney Newman 

AFFILIATIONS We welcome our new members:
Blue Springs Congregation
Sara Norman-Douglas
Center Congregation
Sherri Morrison

JOIN OUR YouTube CHANNEL!
Work is being done to set up a Remnant Church YouTube 
Channel. Could you take a moment to subscribe to our 
channel? 
1. Open YouTube on your mobile device or computer
2. Type in: Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
 Saints
3. Click Subscribe. Thank you so much for your help!



6 | The Hastening Times | Summer 2021

The General Church Conference of the Remnant 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was held June 
16th – 20th at the Conference Center at the Gathering Place 
in Independence, Missouri. The main accomplishments 
of the conference were the approval of Section 169, 
approval of conference and general church budgets, and 
the announcement of plans to provide a “holy sanctuary” 
in the Headquarters/Center Congregation building as 
a stepping-stone to an eventual temple. These will be 
discussed in more detail below, but it should also be noted 
that many other uplifting and enlightening activities 
also took place during the five days.

The conference began on Wednesday 
evening, June 16th, with a music service 
titled, “We Sing of the Restoration.” 
Eleven people contributed their musical 
talents, complemented by congregational 
singing, as music by Restoration authors/
composers as well as by other Christian 
sources was performed.

Each morning’s activities from Thursday 
through Saturday began with a prayer 
service led by the patriarchs of the church. 
Dennis Evans, the Presiding Patriarch, 
presided at each service, and there were 

many comments about 
the high spiritual level 

experienced at each of 
those services.

There were three business 
sessions that covered 
adequately the limited 
amount of business. 
The first session was on 

Thursday morning; and the 
main activities were the flag 

ceremony, the determination 
that the First Presidency would 

preside at the business sessions, and an announcement 
that the number of registered members was 164 as of 
that moment. A description of the activities to take place 
during conference was given, and that half hour session 
was then recessed.

The second business session started with the approval of 
the 2020 general conference minutes. President Patience 
then went through the reports contained in the conference 
bulletin. Seventy Friday Mbaoma shared greetings from 
Africa. President Hogan read a list of those who had 

passed away over the past year. The conference 
budget was approved, and the action of the 

Board of Appropriations to move $60,000 
from the General Fund to the Capital 

and Maintenance Fund was confirmed 
retroactively. This, along with money 
already in the Capital and Maintenance 
Fund had been used to repair the roof 
on the Conference Center prior to 
conference at a total cost of $76,000. 
Finally, Teacher Isaiah Woods was set 
apart as president of the Quorum of 
Teachers.

The third business session approved the 
General Church budget for 2021. The 

approval of Section 
169 was taken under 

consideration during 
which time President Patience 
exited the auditorium. 
Each quorum and order 
announced they had voted 
to support the document, 
and then the conference 
approved it as well to be 
Section 169. President 
Patience was escorted back 
to the rostrum by Presiding 
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Bishop Kevin Romer and President 
of the Quorum of Twelve, Rodney 

Walsh, as the congregation 
sang, “We Thank Thee, O 
God, for a Prophet.”

President Patience then 
discussed providing a holy 
sanctuary in a room called 
the Holmes Room, next to 
the Center Congregation 

sanctuary. Plans will be 
developed on how this 

room can be renovated, 
and how to fund the 

project. Elsewhere in this issue, President 
Patience gives a description of this room 
as a more sacred space than we consider 
our sanctuaries, but not equivalent to a 
temple. The business meeting concluded 
with information that the dates for the 
2022 conference will be April 6th –April 
10th.

Preaching services were held the nights 
of Thursday through Saturday, and the 
presidential address by President Patience 
occurred on Sunday morning prior to the 
communion service. The other speakers at 
these services included Bishop Richard Paris, 
Patriarch Gary Argotsinger, Seventy Joshua Terry, 
and Elder Joshua Turner at the communion service. The 
Saturday evening service included the reading of the 
missionary assignments by Quorum of Twelve president, 
Rodney Walsh, and President of Seventy, Bruce Terry.

There were several special presentations held between 
Thursday and Saturday. On Thursday, President Patience 
presented a morning class on “The Scriptural Perspective 
on the Family Structure.” There were two presentations 
Thursday afternoon: “Women’s Council Presentation” 

by President David R.Van Fleet
that included information from Coral 
Rogers as well as Bishop Andrew 
Romer on the church’s website. 
Finally, Apostle Roger Tracy 
presented “Building a Valiant 
Testimony.”

There were quorum and 
membership sessions on 
Friday morning to consider 
the inspired document and 
then on Friday afternoon 

Apostle Matthew 
Goodrich presented 

“The Church’s 
Perspective on Eternity and Life after 
Death.” There were two more presentations 
on Saturday morning: Friday Mbaoma 
talked about “The Church in Africa,” 
and President David Van Fleet talked 
about “The New Remnant Doctrine and 
Covenants.”

The youth had activities after the 
evening services and joined with Terry 

and Cindy Patience for lunch on Saturday. 
The women had a reception on Saturday 

afternoon.

In conclusion, the inspired document was 
embraced by the conference as the word of the 

Lord, and the explanation about constructing a holy 
sanctuary sparked enthusiasm and interest. The final 
number of registrations for the conference was 179. There 
have been many comments to the effect that this was the 
best conference the Remnant Church has held. The proof 
will be in whether the church can build upon this five-
day experience during the period until the conference 
convenes again April 6th, 2022.
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 by President Terry Patience

As I stated in the introduction to Section 169, there 
is always anticipation and excitement during conference 
about whether God is going to share more insights and 
guidance for the church. I never had the opportunity to 
talk to President/Prophet Larsen about his experiences, 
but he did mention in some of his introductions to 
sections he brought forth, that the task “weighed heavily 
on my mind.” (D&C 164)

I remember stating to those who would ask whether 
there would be a revelation, that, when at the time that 
they asked, I responded that nothing had yet been given 
and that maybe there might not be. I also know in my 
heart that such revelations will come when God desires 
them. 

I often wonder what previous prophets went through, 
especially Joseph Smith, Jr. He had many such 
experiences and at times seemed ready to speak for the 
Lord whenever it was needed. I have also thought about 
the years of events that came before 1830 which must 
have given him confidence in the work and relationships 
with the Spirit speaking and leading him. He had a 
tremendous work to do. The bringing forth of the church 
from obscurity required many communications from 
above. 

So, in the months before conference, I tried to listen for 
the promptings, often feeling inadequate for the task, 
and somewhat distracted as we worked through the 
details before the church.

In the introduction, I mentioned the morning of April 
21st. I awoke and sensed that I needed to write down 
a message and that it was more than just my thoughts. 
I even asked the Spirit if this was so before I began to 
write. It was confirmed that I should write. I still have 
the original pages upon which I put down the thoughts 
flooding into my mind. 

The first words I felt were to breathe, and to tell the people 
to breathe and rest in the Lord. As I was contemplating 

that, I was led to Psalm 37. It is a message to David of 
old where he was told to not fret about what is going 
on around you. That he should trust and delight in the 
Lord. We are in a time when evil is all around us, and 
we could become overly worried about that. So, the Lord 
was emphasizing again, that we should breathe and allow 
the Spirit to carry us through what is going on around us. 

Then the words continued, and I wrote them down. I 
kept what I had written close to me. I later began the 
task of taking those written words and typing them out in 
more complete sentences. Again, I felt the Spirit guiding 
my thoughts as the words and sentences became more 
complete, and more formal. Still, the message stayed 
complete and as God wanted it to be. In the days and 
weeks that followed, I looked at them again several times, 
and felt the confirmation of the message. 

On May 11th, in our weekly meeting, I shared the 
message with those in the First Presidency, the Presiding 
Bishopric, and the President of the Quorum of Twelve. 
The answer to the question as to whether there would be 
a document was confirmed. 

I hope that all who read it will be uplifted by the message 
from above. God is in the work. He wants us to breathe 
and trust in him.

Remnant Revelation R–169

In anticipation of the upcoming General Conference of 
2021, I had been concerned about what message the Lord 
would want to give to the church. Thus, many prayers 
had been said as well as meditation and times of listening 
for the still small voice from above.

Around 6:30 in the morning of April 21, 2021, I felt the 
prompting that I should write. I knew that the words 
coming into my mind were from the heavenly realm and 
were not mine, even though filtered through me. I wrote 
them down as quickly as I could and later filled in the 
thoughts to clarify the message.

Knowing the immense task that President Terry Patience has in being Prophet of The Remnant Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, we asked what it was like for him in preparing for conference. 
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With each reading of the words since then, I have felt the 
Spirit confirming the source of them.

Remember also, that the message is not just to the church, 
it is for all mankind. 

1a. As you my people continue to prepare for my coming, 
I ask you to take rest in the Spirit that guides you. Trust in 
me as righteousness is brought forth among the children 
of men. Continue to look up. Continue to desire the 
Kingdom and to do as I have commanded you in days of 
the past and in the days that you are in.

b. There is much around you that continues to draw my 
people’s attention from the simplicity of the gospel and 
the love I have asked you to have toward one another. 
Forgiveness and grace are needed everywhere as you 
continue to unite together in the worthy cause of the 
gospel.

c. These times are not easy. Be diligent in your study and 
in your prayers that your relationship with me and with 
each other may be a blessing to all.

d. Continue to place your trust in that which you know to 
be true, and let the Spirit confirm that truth as you sense 
the burning confirmation.

2. Know that I am. Know that I am with you. Know that I 
am coming soon. Work to be with me, your Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

3a. In the past, you have been asked to read, study, and 
obey. Continue to be more diligent in this commandment. 
It will be of great benefit to you as the days ahead become 
more troublesome.

b. I have asked you to read, that you might spend more 
time with me, and by so doing you will develop that 
relationship with me which will strengthen you. Place 
my words upon your hearts and in your minds. There 
are many voices pulling your concepts away from my 
concepts. Satan is working diligently in these last days 

to distract mankind. You must be able to hear me now in 
order to continue to hear me in the midst of chaos. For I 
come in the midst of chaos, and it will be harder to hear 
me unless you have heard me now.

c. Study to know my ways and desires for mankind. The 
Scriptures have been my guidance and counsel to you 
from the beginning. Internalize them and let them be your 
guide. The only way to peace is through the ways of God 
the Father. The Kingdom is His and will be governed by 
His ways, not the ways of man.

d. I have asked you to obey those words given to 
you previously. Many make those words heavy and 
burdensome. Allow yourselves to trust the guidance they 
provide, and the days will be lighter.

4. Have grace toward one another. Allow the grace you 
want for yourselves to flow towards others. Remember, 
just as I am working with you, I am working with others. 
Just as you seek forgiveness, forgive.

5. Stand fast on the principles of my gospel, for they 
are true and designed to be a benefit to mankind. Many 
voices are coming forth and have been with you in the 
past that claim a better way. But I am still the only way 
to the Father. The voices and philosophies of men lead to 
destruction and separation from me.

6. Seek to spend time in true worship of the Father. Just 
as a flower follows the light, you must follow me. Open 
your hearts and your ears to hear the Spirit. Breathe, 
and let that Spirit I have sent you teach you. Expect the 
burning of the Spirit to confirm what you hear.

7. My Father in Heaven is loving. That love knows and 
understands what is best for His creation now and in the 
Kingdom to come.

TERRY W. PATIENCE

President of the Church 
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, JUNE 19, 2021

by President Terry W. Patience
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Section 156:5a, instructs us to “begin to prepare for the building of my temple in these last days.” For many months, 
I have meditated upon what we might do to answer this call, and to “consider the functions…associated with ‘The 
House of the Lord.’” 

The task of constructing a stand-alone building to be used as such a place is daunting. I am sure that the cost of building 
on property the church owns would be very great as one considers putting in the utilities, roads, parking, etc., and the 
actual building, not to mention the cost of staffing, operating, and maintaining the facility. 

Many of us desire to see a building on the temple site designated by Joseph Smith, Jr. but we do not own that property. 
There are many considerations to resolve before something could be built there. In years past, the city has placed 
requirements for ample parking and green space on any developments, which somewhat restrict, the use of that land. 
Let me also say that I firmly believe that someday a temple will be built there. 

I have considered for many months that the saints would benefit from a place that would be a stepping-stone to a 
temple and House of the Lord. The facility would be a place designated as more holy and more sacred than our current 
sanctuaries; a place where we could acutely focus our worship on special occasions. 

The priesthood has, in the past, been lifted up when we focused on being in the Kirtland Temple. It is a special place 
in our hearts and our spirits long to be there. Those trips require a lot of travel and doing so often might be a hardship 
to some and often leaves others out who cannot make the trip. If a facility was provided here in Independence, would 
we not all benefit? I think we would.

With this in mind, and while wandering around the headquarters building, I entered a room on the west end of the 
second floor, and I felt led to consider that this room might be such a spot. I discussed this option with some of the 
church leaders, and they also felt like this might be a possibility. The room could be used for enhanced worship, prayer, 
meditation, quorum meetings and church organizations, solemn assemblies, consecrations, and perhaps the School of 
the Prophets. The use of the room needs to be led by the Spirit and kept sacred. I kept meditating and praying about 
the possibility.

During the Saturday morning prayer service of the 2021 General Conference, I felt the Spirit impress upon me that 
now is the time to bring this to the body of the church. So, during the business meeting that afternoon, I shared from 
my heart a little of what I believe we are being led to do. There are still many details that need to be considered as we 
refurbish the room and the area around it for this new function. Those details will come forth as we work through them. 
Also remember that this is a step in our temple journey.

Be assured, God is in the work. The work is not yet finished.

by President Terry W. Patience
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by President Terry W. Patience

This is the third article of a series of articles based upon the 2017 material prepared for the Missionary-In-Training classes. 
The purposes of the materials is: 1) to help all of the missionaries in the church be better prepared to overcome the objections 
of the unchurched, 2) to help us solidify our own belief that there is a God and He has a message for us. These articles are 
designed to be short and will not include all of the material previously covered and may include some additional material.

In the first article of this series, the definition given for 
truth states: “Truth is not relative but absolute. If something 
is true, it’s true for all people, at all times, in all places.” 
There are many other truths about truth. Here are some of 
them from page 37 of the book called I Don’t Have Enough 
Faith to Be an Atheist:
• Truth is discovered, not invented. It exists independent 

of anyone’s knowledge of it.
• Truth is transcultural. If something is true, it is true for 

all peoples, in all places, at all times.
• Truth is unchanging even though our beliefs about truth 

change.
• Beliefs cannot change a fact, no matter how sincerely 

they are held.
• Truth is not affected by the attitude of the one professing 

it.
• All truths are absolute truths. Even truths that appear to 

be relative are actually absolute.
• Contrary beliefs are possible, but contrary truths are 

not possible. We can believe everything is true, but we 
cannot make everything true.

Some other statements that are true:
• Humans have volition and can choose between right 

and wrong. However, there might be a difference of 
opinion on what is right or wrong.

• The universe exists today.
• Gravity exists.
• The earth has an atmosphere.
• The moon currently orbits the earth.
The goal is not to make a list of absolute truths. We are 
trying to establish one very important truth, that God is truth 
by exposing inadequate justifications for the non-believer’s 
beliefs and replacing them with adequate justifications of 
the other belief. God exists or He doesn’t. Jesus rose from 
the dead, or He didn’t.

In these latter days, we have been given many scriptures as 
found in the Doctrine and Covenants that provide insights 
to our truth question such as: 

“My Spirit is truth: truth abideth and hath no end; and if 
it be in you it shall abound” (D&C 85:17).

“For the word of the Lord is truth, and whatsoever is truth 
is light, and whatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ” (D&C 83:7b).

We can see by these statements that Latter Day Saints 
believe that there is truth. And we are aware of where the 
truth comes from. Truth comes from God. Truth is beyond 
us.

Truth is not an attitude. Nor is truth found through a 
majority vote. Truth is independent of the knower and his 
conscience. “Of all of the symptoms of decay in our decadent 
civilization, subjectivism is the most disastrous of all” 
(Pocket Handbook of Christian Apologetics page 133). The 
word decay in that last statement implies some movement 
away from a beginning of perfection or the perceived 
condition of perfection as set forth by an outside (i.e., God) 
source. But then we can’t bring up God or the scriptures to 
the unchurched because they haven’t yet found a value in 
either. In many cases, civilization hasn’t yet agreed that it 
is in a state of decay. And unless they set society up against 
the example set forth in the Scriptures, they won’t see that 
society isn’t what it ought to be. We would say that if there 
is no truth, then there is no standard. Without a standard, 
anything is permissible.

Does truth exist? Yes, it does. That question can be 
answered with some degree of logic and common sense. 
The real question is whether Christianity is true. Are the 
three standard scriptures true? Yes, I believe based upon the 
evidence that truth exists.

Please contact the church office at the email address 
churchoffice@theremnantchurch.com for more information. 
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Daybreak! A welcome sight for most people, but not for a small group of men having just concluded a long night of 
an exercise in futility… 

“Let’s go fishing,” said the adventurous Peter. He was accompanied with five or six of his closest companions. Many of 
them were familiar with the sea, boating, and fishing. So, with their minds set on a change of pace and scenery, away 
they went into the night.

Casting and retrieving the empty fishing net for hours on end, many hands were beginning to chafe and blister. Each time 
a net was dragged in, it would only be filled with frustration and a dimming hope of a successful night of fishing upon 
the waters.

The sun is now beginning to glisten off the sea with the gentle waves rocking the men towards slumber. Their eyes have 
become weary and blurry from the long night. The torches have long since been extinguished as the horizon brightens the 
eastern sky. Tired and hungry, they prepare to make for the shore that is getting closer as the boat drifts upon the waves 
with a whispering breeze. 

“How goes the fishing?” An innocent question is heard from a stranger on the shore. This question 
is to be expected for most people want to know the results of a fisherman. Unfortunately, this 
question posed to this group is especially painful. Seasoned men, who know the habits of the fish 
and the sea, have toiled all night with nothing to show but tired bones. “Out all night, no fish.” As 
the sour taste of defeat tumbles from the lips of Peter, it also resonates with his companions: no 
fish…no fish.

The stranger on shore, in a voice of comfort and with a sense of authority, offers a suggestion. “Try 
casting your net to the other side.” The words of direction wafted over the water to find the 
fishermen’s hearts and heads, which a moment ago were dull and heavy, are now awakened. 
There was no need to argue or debate, trying the other side seemed to be the logical choice. 

Just a couple of minutes ago they were ready to beach the craft with nothing but a soaked, empty net. Now, the men 
are scrambling frantically to pull their newfound catch into the boat. The net strains at the huge catch as the men cheer 
and dance at their change of fortune. They now beach the boat on the shore, their nets now teeming with more fish than 
they might have caught even in three nights of fishing. “Who knew that just a matter of fifteen feet would make such a 
change?” Peter exclaimed. Exactly. Who knew? Jesus knew.

This adapted account in the book of John serves to open the eyes of the reader on at least three accounts. First, the 
fishermen were skilled in their knowledge of catching fish, such as the best time or season, the best depths of water, the 
right locations, and the proper weather conditions. But any fisherman will confess that even when all the right boxes are 
checked off for a great day of fishing, there is no guarantee for success.

Second, a helpful suggestion from others is often informative. Helpful and curteous fishermen will share with other 
fishermen where they found the most fish, what time of day to go out, and what bait was used. So we learn that one should 
avoid being an all knowing fisherman and be open to the possibility that we might not know everything there is to know. 
A valuable lesson for each of us.

Third, the efforts which we put forward and our results need to be shared, whether our satisfaction or our disappointment. 
When we share our hearts and efforts, we are permitted the opportunity to be invested in the cares and concerns of others; 
family, friends, coworkers and others.

Fifteen feet. As followers and servants of Jesus Christ, sometimes we are not aware just how close we may be to success 
or a failure. For Peter and company, it was a matter of left side versus the right side; fifteen feet. 
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by Elder Charles Ray Kreutzer, Jr. Southern Indiana Branch
We may be as close as one more prayer, one more phone call, text, message, scripture, fast, conversation, or card. Just 
one more–whatever that item may be for us.

Our knowledge, wisdom or IQ are not the “end all to be all.” Just like the fishermen, we need to be open to receive added 
information and truth. The disciples found it in Jesus; we find it in the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit informs, inspires, comforts, answers, challenges, and reminds us, among other things, that we do nothing on 
our own. And most importantly, we are not alone.

I have discovered that my usual character trait of being a patient person is beginning to wane as I grow older. But that 
trait of patience, until now, has paid many dividends in my sacred and secular life. I have avoided many accidents on the 
road by being patient with traffic flow or even with careless drivers when my blind spot was occupied, or perhaps when 
another vehicle passed in the wrong lane. I have often “felt” the need to stay where I was on the road, giving thanks for 
the influential spirit of patience.

I have heard my name spoken aloud, though in my mind, to awaken me from behind the steering wheel and other 
situations on different occasions. I have been blessed to encounter the Lord in personal ways as well as in the written 
word when things began to click and to be impressed in my mind.

So how close are we as a people from being able to receive the blessings flowing from Heaven’s windows? From finding 
new people to make new disciples? From shedding Babylon’s rags? From Jesus being more present in our lives or in our 
churches? Or having Jesus be more present in our nation? All nations? How close?

Fifteen feet? Fifteen inches? Fifteen seconds? For each of us the answer is different. For each of us though, it matters. For 
now, we strive in our mortal frame to hit or miss the mark in our efforts to serve Jesus. I believe we are best served when 
success is seen through the lens of meekness and humility and when our failure is seen through the lens of repentance 
and forgiveness. But the mark or marks we cannot miss seeing are the ones on Jesus’ hands and feet. The empty tomb. 
The eye witness testimonies in our Scriptures. The personal testimonies that we each have and need to share.

I have heard the adage that a miss is as good as a mile. That is to say a miss is a miss, is a miss. I have experienced this 
in my life. I was part of a small group in southern Indiana who sought to continue the Restoration call in these latter 
days. As I live in Louisville, Kentucky, this made for a longer than usual commute to church over the Ohio River to 
Indiana. In that group of Restorationists, I was reacquainted with past church members from the Reorganized Church, 
and I even met kin I did not know I had previously. After a few years of meeting with these saints, we had a need to 
relocate, so we rented a conference room at a motel in New Albany, Indiana, just seven miles away.

We met for several weeks, and then we had the opportunity to meet Seventy Jim Noland and his wife Bonnie from the 
Independence. Missouri area. They suggested that our group “check out” a Remnant church group just five miles from 
our new setting. We attended the Remnant group the next Sunday and have not left that group since that first Sunday. 
So, for me the “miss” was by about five miles. I now travel a distance which is farther than the motel location, but 
closer than the original location where I was worshiping. But I have closed the distance of separation from our Lord 
due to the love, acceptance, teaching, and direction from the branch and our Lord and Savior, Jesus.

As I close this message, my mind and heart are quickly racing with examples of how I have been blessed in my life 
both in total and in the more recent years in particular. I am ready to strive to gain more of His Spirit and to strive to 
accomplish more of His Kingdom work, and I believe you are as well. We are closer than we may realize, so be not weary 
of good works, for we are yoked with Jesus. Jesus, the One who never fails. The One who will never leave us. So listen 
for the still small voice of inspiration and direction. You too may be asked to “try the other side.”
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Kyle Joseph Williams is the son of Brian and Annie 
Williams, and the grandson of Fred and Betty Williams, 
all from Bountiful Branch. Kyle graduated from Oak 
Grove High School and is a deacon in the church. Kyle is 
planning on finding a full-time job. Kyle plays guitar and 
sings and loves to share his talent with the church and is 
hoping to be able to sing in more venues. 

Kyle Joseph Williams
Jackson “Jack” Riley Patrick is the son of David 
and Dani Patrick. Jack and his family all attend Center 
Congregation. Jack has been home educated since 
Kindergarten in the organization known as Families for 
Home Education. Jack graduated with 59 other home 
educated students in May. His interests include playing 
guitar, holding the title of “Chief” in the Independence 
Fire Explorers program through Post #2081, playing 
competitive baseball for the KC East Lions, and attending 
church camps. Jack completed his senior year of high 

Jackson Riley Patrick

school while also attending his first year of college. He 
started general education classes at the Metropolitan 
Community College and has also nearly completed 
the welding program via the Business & Technology 
Campus. His plans are to continue to pursue his general 
education requirements and further his welding expertise 
through additional classes. Jack started a new job in May 
working in hotels that are under construction in various 
areas such as North Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, and 
locally as well. Houston, Texas is his next big trip! Jack 
also has a job offer at a local welding company this fall. 

Congratulations to all of these awesome graduates! We pray the Lord will guide their paths. 
If you have a graduate that was missed, please let us know so we can include them in a future article.
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by Eric S. Wilson, General Church Youth Co-Leader

Kevin Wesley Woodruff is the son of Robbie and 
Danelle Woodruff from the Southern Indiana Branch. 
Kevin graduated in the top 10% of his class at Floyd 
Central High School this year and earned an academic 
scholarship to attend the University of Louisville’s Speed 
School of Engineering to study mechanical engineering. 
He was a member of the National Honor Society and 
awarded the Prosser Rotary award. He lettered in 
basketball and volleyball and was awarded the All KBVA 
award for volleyball. Kevin serves as a deacon in the 
church.

Kevin Wesley Woodruff

Haleigh Brooke Wilson is the daughter of Eric 
and Samantha Wilson, and the granddaughter of Linda 
Gussman, all from First Congregation. She graduated 
from Fort Osage High School in Independence, Missouri. 
She earned varsity letters in both choir and debate and 
was a member of the National Honor Society and a 
College Ambassador. Haleigh earned the A+ Scholarship 
and will be attending Metropolitan Community College 
where she will be working towards her education degree. 

Haleigh Brooke Wilson

Congratulations to all of these awesome graduates! We pray the Lord will guide their paths. 
If you have a graduate that was missed, please let us know so we can include them in a future article.
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We are excited to share that AmazonSmile is available for those that make purchases with Amazon online. 
AmazonSmile gives back a portion of each dollar spent to the charity of your choice. The Remnant Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints is an option for that charitible gift. You can help make a difference while you shop in the 
Amazon app, at no extra cost to you.
Simply follow the instructions below to select “Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints” as your charity 
and activate AmazonSmile in the app. Amazon will then donate a portion of your eligible purchases to our organization.
How it works: 
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone 
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on “AmazonSmile” within Programs & Features 
3. Select “Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints” as your charity 
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile. 
That’s it! 
See below for an example of how AmazonSmile works individually. Thank you for your help! 

by Presiding Bishop W. Kevin Romer
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Can you complete the Seek 
and Find puzzle on this page?

Grab a pencil and see how 
many words you can find!

How many answers 
do you know to the 
questions below? 

Can you fill the whole 
crossword puzzle?

https://thewordsearch.com

FIND THESE WORDS:
APOSTLE
DEACON
TEACHER

SEER
PROPHET

COVENANT
PRIEST
ELDER

BISHOP
QUORUM
MEMBER
PRAYER

SCRIPTURES
DOCTRINE

BELIEFS
WITNESS
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 Greetings from the Quorum of Twelve.

Although the information below was shared in the reports 
that were presented at General Conference in June, I felt it 
worthwhile to share this information through the broader 
distribution of The Hastening Times as well.

As was mentioned in the last issue, a Quorum of Twelve 
retreat was held in late March of this year, followed by a 
joint retreat in April with the Quorum of Seventy. Plans 
were developed to move the gospel forward in the lives 
of people and grow Christ’s church, including:
• Reaching out in ministry and witness to saints and 

friends in our various regions
• Prioritizing missionary opportunities and outreach to 

the various Restoration groups
• Clarifying our Remnant Church membership rolls
• Updating and developing a “Missionary and 

Core Beliefs Toolbox,” including training on, and 
electronic access to, tracts, cottage meeting tools, 
the Missionary in Training Manual, consecration 
material, and online outreach tools

• Working with the First Presidency and others to 
enhance our online outreach, including the church 
YouTube Channel, broadcasts and broadcast archives 
on Facebook and Ustream, broadcast tracking and 
social media outreach, services to isolated saints, 
web page content, and media outreach

• Education for the Twelve and Seventy
• 2022 regional reunion and retreat planning

Each member of the quorum has been assigned to specific 
domestic and international regions. While all apostles 
can and will minister throughout the church, it is felt 
important to identify specific regions of responsibility 

to help ensure consistent ministry and outreach to the 
scattered saints. Please refer to the Fall 2020 issue for a 
list of each apostle’s regional assignments

You can find out more about us on the church 
webpage (www.theremnantchurch.com) under 
“LeadershipApostles.” You can reach me at rwalsh@
theremnantchurch.com, or use the “Contact” tab from the 
webpage.

“Learn of me, and listen to my words; walk in the 
meekness of my Spirit and you shall have peace in me.” 
(D&C 18:2n).

For the past 18 years, one of my favorite hobbies has 
been beekeeping. It is such a blessing to witness how this 
insect gives back to the community by producing this 
incredible golden honey.

I can easily see why the Weldon brothers of the early 
Restoration enjoyed being beekeepers and made a living 
producing honey. There are so many traits in the honeybee 
world that also remind me of the Kingdom of God.

There is no poor and there is no laziness. The bees are 
clean and meticulous and when needed, they are willing 
to lay down their life to protect. Without these precious 
bees in the world, in a mere four to five years man would 
cease due to all the good the bees do to keep our planet 
alive. If we would instill into our lives much of what 
the bees do on a day-to-day basis, we would have God’s 
Kingdom here.

The only drawback I have found that I don’t care for is 
that little stinger, but even that I have learned to live with.
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We hope you can join our Sunday school class or our 
Wednesday night prayer service. The phone number and 
access code is:
Phone number: (646) 749-3129
Access number: 415-354-341#
Sunday class is at 9:00 a.m. Central Time Zone.
Wednesday prayer service is at 7:00 p.m. Central Time 
Zone. 

Our latest revelation, Section 169 has been a new and 
refreshing word and work from our Heavenly Father 
through our Prophet/President Terry Patience. The 
Elders’ Quorum at conference realized the importance of 
the message given to us and felt the need that we are to 
continue in great earnestness to prepare for the Kingdom 
and His coming. We realize that we need to be more 
diligent in following His commandments and to spend 
more time reading, studying, praying, and obeying. It is 
too easy to overlook obeying. 

We read in the Doctrine and Covenants, Section 65:1c,e: 
“a voice crying, prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
prepare ye the supper of the Lamb, make ready for the 
Bridegroom…that the inhabitants thereof may receive 
it, and be prepared for the days to come, in the which 
the Son of Man shall come down in heaven, clothed in 
the brightness of his glory, to meet the kingdom of God 
which is set up on the earth.”

It is uplifting to see the collective interest of the men in 
the Elders’ Quorum wanting to come together for our 
monthly meeting. Our attendance continues to grow. 

The elders want to come together as one heart and one 
mind to do the work the Lord has for us to do, and that is 
to prepare the people for His coming. 

With all the chaos going on in the world, the men in the 
Elders’ Quorum are working hard to hear His voice and 
obey His word. 

The time is short, and we need to be ready. 

What a wonderful opening of 2021 the Saints of the 
Center Place of Zion experienced as the relaxation of 
COVID-19 restrictions finally were introduced, allowing 
us to meet together again in larger numbers and with 
the ability to “lose the mask.” Through the great efforts 
of our video streaming team members, we were able to 
continue to worship via long-distance viewing, but there 
is nothing quite like the personal gathering of the Saints 
to lift our spiritual spirits. Through the chaos of this past 
year, this is another blessing to celebrate.

Our Center Place worship programs were divided this 
year between the scheduled CPZ services and the First 
Presidency Summer Series. Although our attendance 
numbers for these worship services has not yet returned 
to the numbers we previously were experiencing, the 
ministry offered by our speakers, presiders, and special 
music providers has been very good. We continue to 
anticipate that same quality of ministry throughout the 
remainder of this year.

I also want to thank the various leaders of our four 
congregations for their outstanding support in additional 
ministries. At the request of the four presiding elders, 
our women’s leaders, music leaders, and our youth 
leaders of the Center Place all accepted responsibilities 
for separate activities and services throughout this year. 
They have fulfilled them extremely well, and the Saints 
have benefitted from those moments of fellowship and 
worship. I hope each Saint will take a moment to thank 
these special laborers of Zion for their dedicated work.

May the remainder of this year find each of us becoming 
more diligent in our efforts to bring to pass the coming 
of that great promised city of Zion. It’s not far away; just 
“over there”, waiting for an enduring people to need it 
badly enough to change their world. 

Blessings, always. 

Why is this trumpet here? 

Please see the bottom of page 5

 for the explanation! 
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As the COVID-19 pandemic seems to be winding 
down and the associated restrictions have been lifted, 
the Saints of the South Central District have been able to 
resume our normal schedule of activities. On Sunday, May 
16th, District President High Priest John Atkins presided 
over a prayer service and district business meeting at the 
Sperry, OK, Branch. The most significant item discussed 
at the Business Meeting was the allocation of district funds 
to reimburse Elder David Tevebaugh of the Carthage, 
MO Branch for his expenses associated with keeping 
the branch operational, including purchasing an ad in the 
Joplin Globe promoting the Carthage Branch. Following 
the services, the group enjoyed food and fellowship at the 
Los Cabos restaurant in neighboring Owasso, OK.

Several of our Saints attended the 2021 General 
Conference. Representatives from all four of our branches 
were in attendance for the entire week. All in attendance 
enjoyed the camaraderie with their fellow Saints and the 
spiritual highs experienced while there.

We look forward to many events for the Saints in our 
region that are on the horizon. The first is the South Central 
District Reunion, which will be held at the Blackgum 
Campgrounds the weekend of August 13th-15th. High 
Priest John Atkins is the director, and the cost to attend 
is $30.00 per camper. Two weeks later, on the weekend 
of August 27th-29th, Teacher Alex Tibbitts will be 
coordinating the annual South Central District Priesthood 
Retreat. All priesthood members throughout the church 
are encouraged to attend. President Terry Patience will be 
our speaker that Sunday morning at Blackgum Branch. 
There is no registration fee, but there will be a freewill 
offering throughout the weekend to cover the expenses. 
Finally, on the weekend of November 12th-14th, High 
Priest John Atkins will be directing the annual General 
Church Men’s Retreat with the theme centering around 
the Endowment. Attendees are encouraged to read Brother 
Earl Curry’s book on the Endowment in preparation for 
our weekend together. 

We hope to worship and fellowship with many of the 
Saints scattered throughout the church through these 
events hosted by our humble and dedicated district.

Please place your orders for the Fall curriculum if 
you would like materials. The books are comprehensive 
and easy to use. Materials are available for pre-school 
all the way through high school, as well as young adult 
and adult ages. If you or your branch would like a 
Fall curriculum catalog, please e-mail me at religious.
education@theremnantchurch.com.

September is a good time to plan a “Recognition Sunday” 
to correspond to the time frame when children will advance 
to their new classes. Everyone loves to feel appreciated, 
so please thank those hard-working dedicated church 
school teachers in your branch. We thank you for your 
service to the children of the church. 

Is music important in our worship and our daily 
commune with God? I believe most people would 
answer that question with a resounding “yes.” While 
I was at Vacation Church School for the Centerplace 
congregations of the Remnant Church, I was privileged 
to watch Emily Kreutner work with the children in their 
music class. Her effervescent spirit and love of music was 
felt by the children and resulted in some very enthusiastic 
singing.
 Music helps children develop their memory. They learn 
scriptures and Bible stories quickly by singing about 
them. People of all ages can easily relate to rhythm and 
simple melodies. We are commanded many times in the 
Scriptures to “Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his 
praise from the end of the earth” (Isaiah 42:10). 

We, as members of the Remnant Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, have a responsibility to embrace the 
power of our hymns and encourage our young people to 
develop their musical talents in order to be able to offer 
ministry in our services. It was truly a blessing to hear the 
voices of fifty young people singing these words:
“Wide, wide as the ocean, high as the heaven above.
Deep, deep as the deepest sea is my Savior’s love.
I, though so unworthy, still am a child of His care,
For His word teaches me that His love reaches me 
everywhere.”
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by Apostle Ralph W. Damon 
On Friday, May 28, 2021, the Remnant Church 
lost a loved and valuable servant. Our dear brother, 
Muthavarapu Johny Shalem Raju, know to us as Johny 
Raju, passed from this life due to the complications of 
COVID-19 after suffering its effects for several months. 
He leaves behind his wife Sheba, a son, Paul, and a 
daughter Bethany. Paul and Bethany both have families 
and children whom Johny loved deeply. Sheba is a 
retired school teacher and supported Brother Johny 
for many years in his ministry to his people in 
the Chodavaram area of Andrah Pradesh, 
India.

Brother Johny was a high priest in 
the Remnant Church and served 
groups and congregations in a 
large area surrounding his home 
in Chodavaram. There were 
some 25-30 such groups that 
he constantly brought ministry 
to, often traveling on a small 
motorcycle and meeting with 
two or three groups each day. 
Most of these groups numbered 
less than 15, but Johny never 
wavered in being there for them 
whenever possible. 

He was well respected in his 
community and often met with the 
civic and religious leaders to talk about 
the current issues in his hometown and 
nation. He was a well-educated person and 
had the ability to serve as a teacher and translator 
of the Bible. One of the goals that we had discussed 
and planned with Johny was the translation of our 
Doctrine and Covenants into Telegu, his native language. 
Regretfully, that project was never completed. 

In his home in Chodavaram, Sunday mornings would find 
many young children being taught by teachers, singing 
songs relating to the stories in the Bible, allowing them 
to learn by song as there were many there who could not 
read. Following that Sunday school session, the morning 

worship would find upwards of 40-50 people gathered 
together for the morning sermon and worship. Being a 
part of many of those services was a wonderful privilege 
for me. Sunday afternoon and evenings, as well as the 
other days of the week, would find Johny traveling from 
village to village, meeting and worshipping with those 
whom he loved.

Johny loved to attend General Conferences in Missouri 
and meet with the American Saints and join in our 

worship services. He specifically appreciated 
being able to serve the communion to the 

saints, being able to walk between the 
members and extend the emblems. 

This was an act of servanthood he 
treasured. Johny was a man of 
quiet dignity, never saying much 
unless spoken to, but could hold 
a deep conversation on almost 
any theological matter. Through 
all the many years I knew him, 
I never witnessed him to show 
anger or displeasure toward 
any one person or event. He 

was quick to smile, to show his 
pleasure in being with people, 

and did all he could to bring 
comfort whenever needed.

Johny’s last conversation with me was 
last month, and we enjoyed a video chat. 

He specifically asked if he might be able 
to attend this year’s General Conference. He 

was sick, yet still had the desire to come and be with 
us in our time of gathering, wanting to come to America 
and to be with his church and those with whom he had 
developed a deep friendship. Regretfully, due to his 
health, we were not able to make those plans. 

Now our friend dwells in the midst of Paradise, perhaps 
with a full view of what lies before us, and can watch as 
we work to the fulfillment of his dreams as well as ours.

God bless you, my brother. We will miss you greatly.
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Blue Springs Congregation – by Miriam Moore

Blue Springs Congregation has had 
several things happening lately. We 
were privileged to host the baptisms 
of Natalie Romer (from the Bountiful 
Congregation) on May 23rd, as well 
as Sophia and Esteban Alverenga (from Center 
Congregation) on June 13th. We also look forward to the 
baptisms of Tabitha and Zephyr Douglas, (Blue Springs 
Congregation), on July 11th, which was followed by a 
potluck. Willie Moore has been attending Blue Springs 
Branch for the past few months and we are glad to have 
him with us. We are especially excited to have Don and 
Cindy Kite worshiping with us. We really enjoy their 
fellowship and bright smiles!

Elder Ken Purvis passed away on March 13th. He was 
one of the church members who was present during the 
amazing time known as “The Creston Experience” in 
Creston, Iowa. He will be greatly missed. If you would 
like to learn about The Creston Experience, please email: 
churchoffice@theremnantchurch.com.

We’ve had several people from inside and outside of the 
congregation who have shared their gifts liberally with 
us over the last few months through ministry of music, 
including Kyle Williams on Stewardship Awareness 
Sunday. Several others have shared sermons, morning 
worship, Sunday School, adding fine art to the halls, 
photography, and even cleaning the building to help our 

congregation. We appreciate everyone’s contributions so 
much. We had a sprucing up day on April 24th where we 
gathered to do yard work and clean at the church building. 
We all pitched in and had it looking beautiful in just a few 
hours. A few of the members of our congregation have 
also been able to assist at youth camps, including Diana 
Galbraith, and Darrin and Melody Moore.

On June 5th, Isaiah Wilton and 
Molly Moore were joined together 
in marriage out at the Bountiful 
Congregation. It was a lovely, 
spiritual wedding service, and it 
is wonderful to see them so happy 
together. 

We have been having regular Wednesday evening prayer 
services. We have also been watching “Our Restoration 
Heritage” videos, one every month. With June’s episode, 
we also had a barbecue. The weather had been stormy all 
week, and then right before the gathering, the sun came 
out, and we were blessed with good weather.

There are sure to be more exciting things on the horizon 
for Blue Springs Congregation this year!

Bountiful Congregation – by Megan Romer

Bountiful Congregation is flourishing 
as much as the farmland that surrounds 
it. In May, Katelyn Zahner, daughter of 
Sean and Carrie Purvis graduated from 
Graceland University with her degree in 
Elementary Education. Natalie Romer, 

Isaiah and 
Molly Wilton
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Jeri Madden in the “Moments With The Master.” While 
there are no servants that are greater than another, there 
are some, like Jonna, who have set such a strong example 
for others who are trying to follow Jesus, and we honor 
that.

God has been with us throughout all of this and there 
have also been many times of unspoken joy as well, as 
we listened to the spiritually prepared sermons, talks, 
and the excellent music provided for us by others and 
arranged by Erica Jobe. We feel so blessed to have the 
Harrington family sharing their talents with us. We are 
also blessed to have the strong spiritual leadership of our 
pastor, Eddie Gates, and his counselors Will Jobe and 
Kevin Faulk. All of the priesthood members fulfill their 
callings so well; spiritually responding to the Lord’s will 
in serving His sheep. The Aaronic priesthood members 
serve so diligently among us and their good works of 
help and encouragement during their Aaronic moments 
is a blessing.

One of the events that we have greatly rejoiced in has 
been the baptisms and confirmations of the foster children 
of Kevin and Theresa Faulk, Sophia and Estevan. These 
children are very special and had asked to be baptized 
on their own, without encouragement. They asked for, 
and received permission to do so, from the Foster Care 
System, because they very much wanted to be a part of 
the church. Sophia has a lovely, young, and clear voice. 
She has provided musical ministry for us during worship, 
and it was wonderful. Her brother has a humble spirit 
and a happy smile and perhaps he will sing for us also, 
someday. Their baptismal service was beautiful and 
several of us came away with a spiritual confirmation that 
they each were like “the child” which “shall lead them” 
in the book of Isaiah.

Those who attended conference from our congregation 
have been greatly blessed as they served and worshiped 
together. We pray for the health and well being of Jim 
and Barb Gates and Jeri Madden who have struggled 
with health issues in recent months. They have been such 
valiant and true servants and we know that the Lord has 
and will continue to bless them. 

First Congregation - By Brenda Evans 

The first communion of the New Year 
did not transpire until March 7, 2021, 
because of snow and COVID-19 
cancellations. On April 4th, Bountiful, 
Blue Springs, and Center Branches were 
with First Branch at the Conference 

daughter of Andrew and Megan Romer, was baptized and 
confirmed (at Blue Springs Branch).

On June 5th, the wedding of Molly Moore (of Blue 
Springs Branch) and Isaiah Wilton took place in our 
sanctuary. On June 12th, the branch held a whiffle ball 
game and potluck to share with our special guest, Brother 
Friday Mboama from Nigeria. 

We also celebrate as both Joe and Glennis Bryant and 
Corwyn and Christy Mercer make plans to begin building 
at Bountiful in the coming months. 

Center Congregation – by Cindy Patience

The time has moved swiftly as we 
enter the summer months. For Center 
Congregation, it has been a time of great 
joys and deep sadness. Yet, this has left 
us only more assured of God’s love and 
comfort, as He has greatly blessed us 
through the happy times and, also, through the times of 
sorrow and loss.

We had to say goodbye to many good members at 
Center in the last year and they will be missed more than 
words can express. The newest and most unexpected 
loss came recently when the Lord took our good sister 
Jonna Patterson home as she succumbed to the effects 
of COVID-19. This loss has been a whole new reality 
for our congregation and for her family. Jonna gave 
extensively and sacrificially to all of us for many years. 
She, through her faith in God, was a mainstay, who 
pulled many things together for our congregation, for the 
Clothes Closet, for Lunch Partners, for her neighbors and 
very much for her family. We all miss Jonna, and it will 
take some time to readjust to life without her in it. Her 
funeral was especially beautiful. You can read the funeral 
sermon given by Pastor Eddie Gates plus a devotion 
about how well she did in leavening her neighborhood by 

Natalie Romer baptised by Bishop R. Kevin Romer 
and confirmed by Bishop Andrew K. Romer
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Center to celebrate an early morning Resurrection service 
directed by High Priest David Van Fleet. The Children’s 
Bell Choir began the service with their jubilant ministry. 
Special music ministry was provided by First Quartet 
comprised of Alicia Friedrich, Suzi and Dan Keleher, 
and Elbert Rogers. Another special music ministry 
was presented by mother-daughter-granddaughter trio, 
Samantha Wilson, Haleigh Wilson and Linda Gussman. 
Bishop Kevin Romer provided the message of the hour. 
President Terry Patience gave the spoken ministry at the 
following communion service. 

The memorial service for Brother Glen Gardner was held 
May 1st at First Congregation. His ministry as a teacher 
in the Aaronic priesthood, and his participation in music 
groups will be greatly missed.

On May 23rd, High Priest Ammon VerDught presided 
over a most enjoyable music service celebrating “Our 
Father’s World, Where All Nature Sings.” The Bell Choir, 
directed by Sister Linda VerDught, played “How Great 
Thou Art” and “Spirit of the Living God.” Savannah 
Buttery selected “El Shaddai” to sing and Seventy Ray 
Setter sang, ‘Yesu, Fill Us with Your Love.’ Sister Linda 
Gussman and Sister Samantha Wilson sang “As I Walk 
Along Life’s Pathways” and First Quintet comprised of 
Suzi and Dan Keleher, Alicia Friedrich, Linda Gussman 
and Elbert Rogers, sang “Rock of Ages.” Keilah 
Zahner offered her talent as piano accompanist for the 
congregational hymns. 

On July 18th, guest minister Patriarch Donald Kite 
reminded the congregation to be the “salt of the earth,” in 
his ministry of the spoken word. 

On July 26th-29th we enjoyed the activities and classes 
of Vacation Church School 2021 in an “Under the Sea 
Adventure” theme. 

Carthage Branch – by Robin Bayless

The Carthage Branch is so thankful for 
the support of our district saints. You 
are all a blessing to us. Recently we had 
visiting ministry and music from Alex, 

Parker, and Cynthia Tibbets from the Sperry branch. It 
was a joy to have them share with us.

David Tevebaugh attended General Conference in June 
and shared his experiences with the congregation. 

Frank and Frances Potter 
cooked at junior high camp. 
We know their service was 
appreciated. 

We were planning a 
breakfast on Sunday, July 
4th, for the community to 
come and stay for church. 
There were so many health 
and insurance restrictions 
we had to postpone the 
breakfast for another time.

We praise the Lord for His continued blessings.

Sperry Branch – by Samantha Van Meter

The Sperry Branch has enjoyed a nice 
spring and summer season so far. We 
have had the privilege of several guest 
ministers visiting our branch over the 
last few months including Apostle Steve Tims, Apostle 
Matt Goodrich, and Patriarch Dennis Evans. We greatly 
appreciated their ministry and fellowship. We celebrated 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day with our first basket 
dinners since the pandemic began. 

Sadly, we have had several members pass away; Lloyd 
Hicks, Steve Heilman, and Jim Nikel. Their presence will 
be greatly missed. 

Lois Klechka, granddaughter of Jim Bob and Donna 
Sanders, and great-granddaughter of Charlene Burd, 
joined the Air Force Academy. 

A few more members have been able to join us for services 
lately thanks to most of our branch being vaccinated. We 
are so happy to worship with them again. 

Our branch is now providing an audio streaming of 
our 11:00 a.m. worship services via Anchor. For more 
information, the download is available here:
https://anchor.fm/sperry-branch

Frank and 
Frances Pottter
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Southern Indiana Branch – by Rebecca Paris

Summer greetings from the Southern Indiana 
Saints!

Several from our branch were happy to attend 
conference this year! We loved every minute! 
So many talented saints shared in song, 
ministry, organization, fellowship, business, and worship. 
It was a blessing to see the Spirit move among the saints 
and bring us to a point of wanting to change our lives for 
the better, so Christ’s Kingdom can come to fruition.

Kevin Woodruff graduated from Floyd Central High 
School this year and is heading to college at the University 
of Louisville. Kevin graduated in the top 10% of his class 
and was awarded the Prosser Rotary award, along with 
several academic scholarships. He was also awarded the 
All KBVA award for volleyball. Congratulations Kevin!

Cheryl Ault is retiring from teaching in the public school 
system after many years of giving to the students there. 
She plans to re-open the Sunshine Preschool at the church. 
Esther Paris and Barbara Byrne will also be teaching as 
well.

Our branch meets every Sunday for in-person services. 
We share all our Sunday services on Facebook Live at the 
Remnant Church of Jesus Christ - Southern Indiana page. 
Everyone is welcome!

May God be with you until we can meet again is our 
prayer.

The Warriors is a church program for boys in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade. They meet weekly on Mondays 
throughout the school year. They also started a new 
series this year called “Kingdom Builders” which teaches 

specific survival and outdoor skills, including scripture 
memorization and badge earning. 

The pinewood cars started as a plain block of wood which 
the boys and the adult men worked to design, carve out 
holes for weights, paint and decorate. Each car was as 
unique as the boys in the program, but all weighed around 
5 grams (per racing protocol). The derby track included a 
timer at the finish line for recording speeds. It was fun the 
boys to see all their hard work come to fruition as their 
cars took their maiden voyage down the pinewood derby 
track.

The final rankings were:
1st Place - Robert Sisk
2nd - Aiden Wilson
3rd - Ethan Darnell

We are very thankful to Roger Tracy for his bravery 
and perserverence in helping maintain our headquarters 
building. Roger was instrumental in caulking window 
frames, painting and brick tuckpointing while we had the 
crane available. Thank you Roger!

Ethan Darnell 

Robert Sisk 

Aiden Wilson 

Roger Tracy working on the headquarters building 
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One of the greatest thrills of helping with The Hastening 
Times publication is listening for that still small voice 
to whisper ideas for the next issue in my mind. For this 
particular issue, I felt led to find a scripture verse or a 
slogan along with a photo for the cover that would offer 
hope. After contemplation and prayer, I was especially 
drawn to the words, “Strength for today and bright hope 
for tomorrow” from the beautiful hymn, “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness.” Brother David Van Fleet then sent me a 
selection of photos via email that next week, and I was 
thrilled to find that ‘bright hope’ visually represented in 
the photo he shared that is featured on the cover of this 
magazine. 

It is such a blessing to witness God’s hand at work as 
each piece of each of The Hastening Times magazines 
take shape! So many little details and so many people 
contributing; and we are all striving to listen to His voice.

Wanting to make sure I was on the right track, I then 
researched the background of the hymn, “Great is Thy 
Faithfulness” page 414 in the Hymnal of the Remant 
Saints. I found such beauty in the creation of the lyrics 
and then discovered the miraculous way this hymn gained 
its popularity. God is good!

Please find below the “rest of the story” regarding the 
creation of the hymn, “Great is Thy Faithfulness.”

Thomas Obediah Chisholm was born in a log cabin in 
Franklin, Kentucky, in 1866. He received his education in 
a little country schoolhouse, and at age 16 began teaching 
at the same school. He became a Christian at age 27, 
and with no college or seminary training, was ordained 
to the Methodist ministry at age 36. Chisholm served 
as a Methodist minister for a year, but ill health made it 
impossible for him to continue. He moved to Vineland, 
New Jersey, where he opened an insurance office. 

Chisholm wrote hundreds of poems during his lifetime. 
In 1923, he was inspired by scripture in Lamentations to 
write the text for the hymn, “Great is thy Faithfulness.” 
“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning; great is thy faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-
23).

He suffered ill health most of his adult life and therefore 
had a smaller than average income. Of this circumstance 
he said, “God has given me many wonderful displays of 
his providing care, which have filled me with astonishing 
gratefulness.”

Chisholm sent the words to one of his poems, “Great 
Is thy Faithfulness” to his friend, William Runyan, and 
Runyan wrote a musical setting.

Runyan was born in 1870, in Marion, New York. As 
a youth, he served as a church organist. Runyan was 
ordained as a Methodist minister at age 21, and then 
pastored various congregations in Kansas.

Runyan was a friend of Dr. Will Houghton, the president 
of Moody Bible Institute, and “Great is thy Faithfulness” 
soon became Houghton’s favorite. He invited George 
Beverly Shea, an unknown singer at the time, to sing 
hymns on the institute’s radio station. Shea, of course, 
included Houghton’s favorite hymn in his repertoire.

“Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not,
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

“Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided-
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.”

Through those radio broadcasts, Billy Graham, then a 
student at Wheaton College, became familiar with George 
Beverly Shea and the song, “Great is thy Faithfulness.” 
Graham asked Shea to become part of his ministry of 
evangelism. It was through their crusades that this hymn 
became internationally popular.

Even though he suffered ill health for most of his adult 
life, Chisholm lived to the ripe old age of 94 and wrote 
more than 1,200 poems. He passed away in 1960.

Adapted from the “St. Augustine Record”

by Rebecca L. Paris
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by Erica A. S. Jobe

“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God dwelleth in him, and he in God. And we have 
known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. … There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear[.] … He that feareth is not made perfect 
in love” (I John 4:15,16,18).
I used to think that being afraid was a natural and 
“perfectly human” thing. Over the years, neuroscience 
has proven that thought to be true. In fact, scientists have 
discovered that our brains are hard-wired to fear certain 
things, such as rejection, as a means of survival. 
But as Christians, our entire existence is based on love. 
The two greatest commandments are to love God with 
all your heart, soul, and mind; and to love your neighbor 
as yourself (Matthew 22:36-39). In John, Jesus tells us 
to “love one another as I have loved you,” and that all 
mankind will know we’re His disciples through our love 
for one another (John 13:34, 35). Paul even indicates our 
work, our gifts, even our life is worthless without love (I 
Corinthians 13:1-3).
So, if we are naturally hard-wired to fear, but God calls 
us to love, He is calling us to something unnatural for our 
human flesh, something that requires His divine help to 
accomplish. 
We cannot achieve living in God’s love without God’s 
help.
Not only that, but have you ever thought about why there 
is no fear in love? It is because fear and love are opposites. 
They cancel each other out. They can’t coexist. 
Loves suffers long. Love is kind. Love seeks not her own 
(I Corinthians 13:4, 5). However, fear is impatient. Fear 
is irritable. Fear is focused only on itself and its needs. 
Fear physiologically limits our brain’s ability to think 
logically, which leads to worry, and worry drowns out 
trust.
If fear and love strive to coexist in our lives, then 
something is out of place. According to John, our love has 
not been made perfect in Christ. We aren’t fully dwelling 
in and surrendered to him. If we aren’t fully surrendered 
to God, then we’re living as the masters of our lives when 

our lives are not actually our own. We are only stewards; 
here to do the will of the Master.
True Stewardship
In the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-31), God 
makes it clear that He has given us His riches to manage, 
and He’s given them with a specific commandment: “be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it” (Genesis 1:30). He wanted us to take care of 
His creation, to produce fruit from it, and to multiply 
both physically and spiritually. 
But what does it mean to multiply? Well, think about a 
dandelion and how it spreads. (I realize that many people 
are at war with dandelions, so perhaps it’s an imperfect 
example. But I think it’s fitting because aren’t we, too, 
supposed to plant ourselves firmly and spread the seeds 
of the gospel in a world that hated Christ?) Multiplying 
is the process of taking what you have, increasing it both 
in quality and quantity, and using it according to God’s 
plan. In Earl Curry’s The Endowment, it’s said this way: 
“The wise minister will earnestly seek to understand, 
develop, and use with increasing wisdom and depth such 
gifts as are given unto him” (p. 21, emphasis added).
What is not multiplying? Burying your gift, maintaining 
it in the condition it was given to you rather than 
developing and sharing it. 
Imagine giving your son a bicycle when he gets hired to 
deliver the newspaper (I’m being old-fashioned, but just 
go with me here). He has this work to do, and you give 
him a gift to help him get it done. But instead of riding 
the bicycle to deliver his papers, he puts the bicycle in 
the garage and walks. There are many other uses for the 
bike, too, such as getting to school, running errands, etc. 
But for some reason, he just leaves the bike in the garage. 
You can’t help but be hurt. Eventually, you ask him why 
he isn’t using the bike, and he says, “It’s such a nice gift, 
I didn’t want to mess it up.”
Not only did he miss the opportunity to make his own 
work and life easier, he also disappointed the giver of 
the gift. This is the same response the unfaithful steward 
gave in Matthew 25:24, 25. He was afraid.

We can’t fully do God’s work without love, and we can’t fully love without 
surrendering ourselves to God so he can teach us how to love his way. 

Please find below the first article of a series on how It All Starts With Love.

We will continue in the next Hastening Times.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

“The hastening time is here and greater unity than ever before is necessary if the forces of opposition are to be met; and 
such unity will prevail if those holding the priesthood will remember their commission to preach the gospel, and each 
officer will strive to discharge his own duty and magnify his calling” (Doctrine and Covenants 135:2b–c).

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2021-2022

  Event  Dates  Contact

South Central District Reunion  August 13–15, 2021   John Atkins
Blackgum Campground       (atkins9937@gmail.com)

South Central District Priesthood Retreat August 27–29, 2021  Alex Tibbitts
Blackgum Campground       (alex.tibbitts@att.net)

Remnant Fall Family Retreat  October 27–31, 2021  Dennis Evans
Three Trails Camp and       (denlin@att.net)
Retreat Center Independence, MO

Winter Youth Retreat   December 27–29, 2021  Cristin Buttery
6th–12th Grade        (cristin3535@gmail.com)

2022 General Conference   April 6–10, 2022  Remnant Church Office
          (816) 461-7215


