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Our Mission Statement
The Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is called into 
renewal to preach the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ to all who 
will listen, and to prepare and gather a righteous people for the building 

of the Kingdom of God on earth, Zion.
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To The Saints. . .
2019 is now behind us, and what a year it has been. We have shared in the many camps, assemblies, reunions, 
conferences, and retreats which are available for us, and we have been blessed. These events help us to learn how 
better to play together, work together, and worship together. They allow us to experience a higher prolonged level 
of togetherness that we cannot obtain in our shorter normal gatherings during the weeks of the year. Someday, 
when we are able to gather the people together in Zion, these experiences will be the building blocks that help us 
live in that gathered condition.  Yes, there will be work to do, recreation together, and time to ourselves. But isn’t 
that what we do in our camps and reunions?  We will have time to study, to reflect, and to grow in our knowledge 
of our heavenly Father and His Son. We will be better able to appreciate the saving work that has been done on our 
part. We will also find opportunity to serve and provide ministry to our fellow servants and to the world.  These 
captured moments will help us to learn about each other and ourselves. That is what happens when we share in 
the events of the corporate church. 

These photographs capture a very brief moment in time. They capture the friendships and activities of the events, 
and I hope that they will always assist us in remembering those times.  I still enjoy running across the old photos 
taken at previous such camps and reunions. They bring back from deep within my mind and soul the feelings of 
those times when I walked and talked with others about sacred things. 

Because we remember, we can reflect on how those past moments shaped who we are today: Saints in His church. 

Most of us are very visual. The pictures in the albums of our minds link us to the feelings in our hearts even when 
we don’t remember the words. I believe that those feelings are captured in our souls and will go with us into the 
next life. They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  Interestingly, two or more people may look at the same 
picture and have different memories from the same snapshot in time. Even that indicates the greater testimony a 
picture has.

I hope you will keep these Remnant Records in a place where you will occasionally flip through the pages again 
and again so that you will be able to remember how these people and events shaped you. Maybe too, someday 
when needed, they will bring you back to where you belong, amongst a people who are doing their best to be a 
people of God.

Terry W. Patience, 
For the First Presidency
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Aaronic Priesthood Assembly
February 22–24, 2019 

by Donald L. Evans, President, Quorum  of Teachers  

This year’s Aaronic Assembly theme was “The 
Restoration of Israel.”

As a basic tenet of our church, we believe that in the 
final days we are to be a part of the restoring of Israel 
and the building of Zion.

From our “Epitome of Faith”: “We believe in the literal 
gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten 
Tribes, that Zion will be built upon this continent, that 
Christ will reign personally upon the earth, and that the 
earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiac glory.”

Following this theme the classes endeavored to study: 

1) Why Study Israel Restored? 
2) Attributes and Characteristics of the 12 Tribes,
3) Tribal Nature and Role of the Extended Family,  
4) Seek Truth Wherever You Find It,   
5) Signs of the Times as it Relates to Israel, 
6) The New Jerusalem.

President and Prophet Fredrick N. Larsen spoke to 
those gathered.

From the House of Aaron, Eskdale Community, in 
Utah, John Conrad spoke and answered questions. 
The assembly was also joined by members of the 
Devon Park Restoration Branch.  Members of our 
Quorum of Seventy sat in on the opening of the 
weekend and ate meals with us,  as well as members of 
the Quorums of Apostles and Elders, Order of Bishops, 
the Presiding Patriarch, and branch presidents and their 
counselors.

During the weekend, there were six services 
of worship to help bring the brethren into commitment, 
worship, preparation, communion and dedication. The 
closing service on Sunday morning was a gathering 
of the Center Place of Zion congregations with a 
review of the classes on Israel given by the Aaronic 
class presenters.

If we are to help restore Israel and to build Zion, we 
must do our part.  We must pray, study, and obey. We 
need to live what we say we believe. God is in charge, 
but He expects us to be a part of the team.

Priest Benjamin  A. Tims Priest Jared D. Dolen
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President Frederick N. Larsen addresses the 
Aaronic Priesthood Assembly 

John Conrad - House of Aaron

Presiding Bishop W. Kevin Romer Teacher Isaiah B. Woods

Priests Keith M. Cruickshank and Jared D. Dollen Visiting with our brethren
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South Central District Conference
March 24, 2019

The South Central District (SCD) held a district-
wide meeting in Carthage, Missouri, March 24, 2019, 
with 22 members in attendance and all branches and 
missions represented.  New business included a change 
of leadership, since Coral Rogers needed to step down 
as district women’s leader.  Peggy Harper was elected 
as the new SCD women’s leader, effective immediately.  
Yes, we are still known as the “Unanimous Union.”  
Since our formation in 2016, all of our district decisions 
have been unanimously and harmoniously approved.  
We also discussed events for 2019 which were relevant 
to our district, which included:  

April 5–7:  Priesthood Assembly, Women’s 
Retreat at the Gathering Place

April 26–28:  Blackgum Work Days, Darrin 
Moore in charge

June 14–19: SCD Reunion, Roger Tracy, 
director

June 22–29:  Junior High Camp,  Elbert and 
Coral Rogers, directors

July 6–13:  Senior High Camp, Samantha 
Wilson, director

July 24–27: Junior  Camp (ages 8–11, 4th to 6th 
grade), Coral Rogers, director

Sept 15: SCD District meeting/worship at 
Sperry Branch, Steve Van Meter in charge

October: SCD Women’s Retreat, Peggy Harper 
in charge

Nov 8–10: All Men’s Retreat at Blackgum 
Campgrounds,  John Atkins in charge

Dec 15: SCD Christmas Service at Carthage 
Branch,  Dave Tevebaugh in charge

Coral Rogers put out an urgent request for male and 
female counselors, class teachers, and campfire leaders 

for Junior Camp.  We could only have a youth camp if 
there are adults to help as staff.

As representatives of church leadership, Darrin and 
Melody Moore from Independence attended our 
business meeting and worship service.  Darrin is 
a Seventy and gave a stirring sermon.  His message 
talked of giving our all to the Master and beautifully 
completed the song, “What If I Give All?” sung by 
High Priest Elbert Rogers.

Our gathering concluded with a fabulous lunch 
provided by the ladies of Carthage Branch.

Seventy Darrin Moore 

High Priest Elbert Rogers

by Coral Rogers



Volume 2 | www.theremnantchurch.com | 7

Priesthood Assembly
April 5–7, 2019

by High Priest David R. Van Fleet
The annual Priesthood Assembly was held at the 
Gathering Place Worship Center starting Friday evening 
and ending with a communion service for all on Sunday 
morning, April 7, at 10:30 a.m.  Approximately 75 
priesthood registered for the weekend, and the meeting 
started with a solemn assembly on Friday night in 
which the men entered the sanctuary and were seated 
by quorums.  President James Vun Cannon, Presiding 
Bishop W. Kevin Romer, and Presiding Patriarch Carl 
VunCannon, Jr., presented their thoughts in turn to the 
men.  Brother Carl related how he was troubled by 
President Larsen’s hospitalization but was encouraged 
by the inspiration of the Lord to the effect that He is in 
control, and we need not worry.

Saturday morning began with a prayer service led 
by Patriarch Dennis Evans, with a special prayer by 
Patriarch Arthur Allen on behalf of President Larsen.  

Apostle Terry W. Patience

This service was followed with a presentation by 
President Vun Cannon titled, “What is Sanctification?”  
After a snack break, Presiding Bishop Romer presented 
the class, “The Temporal Law and Spiritual Law Come 
Together.”  Following lunch there was an interactive 
team exercise and then Presiding Patriarch VunCannon 
taught the class, “Keys of the Priesthood.”  Apostle 
Burnett followed with the class, “To Be Virtuous 
or Good?” and Apostle Terry Patience followed 
with, “Seeing the World as God Sees It.”  The class 
activities finished by selecting teams of four to remain 
in communication with each other in days following 
the retreat.  The day concluded with dinner.

Sunday morning began with a two-hour dedication 
service.  The communion service followed and was 
presented by High Priest Ammon L. VerDught, 
concluding the weekend.

High Priest Ammon L. VerDught
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Patriarch Dennis R. Evans

High Priest Donald L. Dunn and 
Patriarch Gary L. Argotsinger

High Priest Craig W. Nordeen and 
Presiding Patriarch Carl W. Vun Cannon, Jr.

High Priest John W. Atkins and Elder Dennis D. Post

Patriarchs Ralph W. Damon and Donald  E. Kite,  
Seventy William B. Baker and Elder Robert G. Moe
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Women’s Retreat
April 5–7, 2019

The 2019 Women’s Retreat was filled with catching up 
with old friends as well as developing new friendships, 
learning, worshipping, and growing closer to our 
heavenly Father. There were 65 women who attended, 
coming from all over the United States. We had sisters 
who traveled from Oregon, Idaho, Iowa, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, Florida, Missouri, and parts in-between. 

The theme for the retreat was, “Warfare Survival 
Guide: Avoiding Satan’s Attacks.” Our first class, 
“Know the Enemy,” was taught by Sister Cindy 
Patience. She brought to the attention of the sisters the 
different names that Satan uses as well as those things 
he can, and more importantly, can’t do. The second 
class, taught by Sister Connie Boswell, was titled, 
“Detecting Land Mines.” She gave many examples 
of land mines that are placed in our daily walk of life 
and how to recognize them. Our most important tool 
for detecting land mines is to know the truth and act 

by Marci Damon
accordingly. “Arm Yourself for the Skirmish” was 
our third class, taught by Sister Brenda Evans. She 
gave many examples of how to defend ourselves from 
Satan’s influences and snares. Our best way to do this 
is to “Abide in Christ.” The last class, taught by Sister 
Vicki Argotsinger, “Strategic Battle Plan,” gave ideas 
on how to overcome Satan. She pointed out the need 
to increase our prayer life, improve the quality of our 
repentance, intensify our study time, and become more 
perfect and holy. 

Sunday morning concluded our retreat with a worship 
presided over by Patriarchs Ralph Damon and 
Gary Argotsinger. The service filled our souls as we 
prepared to return to our home branches and daily lives 
surrounded by Babylon. The women left with their 
faith strengthened, greater determination to endure, 
and firmer dedication to do God’s will. May God keep 
fresh those insights and understandings gleaned in the 
retreat until we gather together again.

 

Brenda Evans

Connie Boswell
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Cindy Patience Linda Evans and Darlene Collins

Hazel Easterday and Paula Brackett

Mary Lou Bartrow and Lou Zahner

Frances Wilhite and Glennis Bryant

Leta VunCannon and Rae Simmons

Vickie Argotsinger
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by High Priest Elbert Rogers and Melody Moore

Have you noticed any bees flying around?  That’s 
just the South Central District workers along with 
their friends from Missouri helping out and working 
in unity and love.  They’ve been like busy bees with 
all the work done at the Blackgum Campground April 
26–27, 2019.  In attendance this year were: Darrin 
and Melody Moore, David Tevebaugh, John Atkins, 
Denny Post, Cynthia, Alex and Parker Tibbitts, Roger 
Tracy, Elbert Rogers, Corwyn and Christy Mercer.  
We were well fed by Brother Mercer — have to keep 
those worker bees fed!  Brother Moore led the work 
details which included:  replacing the large kitchen 
faucet (that was constantly dripping), sealing the roof 
(to stop the leaks), changing out a bathroom faucet 
(also leaking), mowing the clearing, organizing the 
kitchen supplies and equipment, and painting the 
inside rooms of the outside apartment (cooks/nurse’s 
quarters).  Plumbing in the outside apartment to be 
completed before reunion and camps this summer.  An 
electric line was buried and installed from the outside 
electric pole to the first classroom behind the main 
building, as well as re-wiring the outside apartment.  
Professional exterminators were hired to spray both 
the main building and the outside apartment for 
bugs.  Brother John Atkins from Rogers, Arkansas, 
who is a professional landscaper/lawn preservation 
artist, sprayed the entire grounds for poison ivy.  The 
campgrounds will be a bug-free and poison ivy-free 
zone this year!  That was just some of the work done to 

Blackgum Campground Work Weekend
April 27–28, 2019 

the campground. Fellowship and working side by side 
was enjoyed by all who were present.

Some of us stayed the night and joined the Blackgum  
Branch for Sunday service.  There was a beautiful spirit 
there as we partook in a wonderful prayer service.  The 
sermon was given by High Priest Corwyn Mercer. We 
thank the Lord, for all the work that was done over the 
weekend and that no one was injured.
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Iowa Reunion
June 1–5, 2019 

by Patriarch Gary L. Argotsinger

Once again the Guthrie Grove Retreat Center was host 
to approximately 40 people attending the 2019 Iowa 
Reunion, with most staying the entire time.  Fewer 
children were able to attend this year, but we certainly 
enjoyed the children that did attend.  

Again, the Holy Spirit met us there and was present in 
our services.  We had powerful prayer and testimony 
services, and the priesthood came prepared to preach 
with authority.  We shared in the sacrament service on 
Sunday morning and had a baptism of two men and 
one young man.  I am sure the Lord was pleased with 
the decision these men made.  

A spirit of love was present among us and it was 
refreshing to see many sitting out under the trees 
visiting with each other, to see the children playing, 
and to see everyone interacting regardless of their age.  
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We are sad to report that, due to scheduling conflicts, 
there will not be a 2020 Iowa Reunion.  We will check 
in 2021 to see if there is a better time available.   We 
began the Iowa Reunion in 2004, and it will most 
definitely be missed, as Iowa is a special place for 
righteous saints to assemble as we continue our journey 
on a path to Holiness.   
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South Central District Reunion
June 14–19, 2019 

by Coral Rogers
The Blackgum Campground was once again the 
beautiful setting for the SCD Reunion held June 
14–19, 2019.  We had 14 full-time and 4 part-time 
saints who enjoyed a week of fun, fellowship, and 
communing with our Lord.  We used the weekly 
theme of “Thy Kingdom Come.”  Our daily themes 
were based on the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 6:10–
15.  Morning class teachers included: Angela and 
Eric Collins, Coral Rogers, Elbert Rogers, and Roger 
Tracy.  Each spoke on the theme for the day and did a 
fantastic job.  Beautiful worship settings provided by 
Angela, Danielle, and Gabrielle Collins helped us stay 
focused on the Kingdom of God throughout the day.  
Our evening services brought exciting and inspiring 
sermons by Elder Curtis Davis, Elder Frank Potter, 
John Atkins, and Apostle S. Roger Tracy.  Ministry of 
music provided by Bethany Craighead, Elbert Rogers, 
Gabrielle Collins, and Roger Tracy set the tone for 
each sermon.  Afternoon adult recreation and crafts 
classes were a big hit again this year, thanks to the 
great teachers,  Angela Collins, Coral Rogers, Darlene 
Collins, and Patricia Powers. 

One of the highlights of our Reunion experience was 
the mid-week baptism of Frances Potter from our 
Ava, Missouri, mission.  Despite cool air and cool 
water temperatures, Frances focused her attention on 
following her Savior into the baptismal waters, thus 
becoming a member of the Remnant Church.  It truly 
was a beautiful experience for all those fortunate 
enough to witness the event.  Welcome to the family, 
Sister!

Our dedication service on the last day of reunion 
veered slightly from the Lord’s Prayer to thoughts of 
Zion.  The theme was, “Onward to Zion…Faithfully.” 
We faithful few did indeed feel like we were on the 
pathway to Zion.  Those of us there were so blessed to 
be a part of Leland Collins’ last service in Oklahoma 
before he passed away only a few weeks later.  In our 
sheltered outdoor tabernacle, Leland presided over the 

beautiful service and gave each of us an opportunity to 
dedicate (or re-dedicate) our lives to the Lord and His 
ways.  

A grateful thank you goes to our wonderful cooks, 
Frank and Frances Potter, who kept us fed in style.  
Every meal was such a delight.

Our evening outdoor campfires were enjoyed by 
all, including the nearby animals who joined in to 
harmonize.  Coral Rogers led our campfire singing as 
Elbert Rogers, Eric Collins, Frank Potter, and Roger 
Tracy led the more spiritual segments of the campfires.

It was a short, but a wonderfully inspiring week of 
mountain-top experiences.  Thank you, Lord, for the 
opportunity to get away from the world for a week 
and bask in your presence while sharing stories and 
memories with our friends and family.

Patriarch Leland Collins

Apostle S. Roger Tracy baptizes Frances Potter

Darlene Collins
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Special Conference
June 28–30, 2019 

by President David R. Van Fleet

The Special Conference was attended by about 300 
saints who came in mourning over the loss of former 
President Frederick N. Larsen but with great interest in 
the approval of a new prophet/president for the Remnant 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  Apostle 
Terry W. Patience was approved as the new prophet, 
seer, revelator and president of the church by a vote of 
225 to 70.  Following his approval, he nominated High 
Priests David R. Van Fleet and Michael B. Hogan to be 
his counselors, who were also approved.

The conference began on Friday evening with a 
worship service that included ministry of music by 
Cassie Scott and preaching by South Central District 
President, High Priest Elbert H. Rogers.   The focus for 
his sermon centered on having the ability to be united 
even amid disagreement.

Saturday of the conference included five parts: prayer 
service, business meeting, organ recital, ordination 
service, and preaching service.  

President Patience provided the Saturday evening 
sermon and Cheryl Blanton provided the ministry of 
music.  Worshippers were impressed by the visionary 
nature of his sermon.

Sunday morning consisted of two services: prayer 
service and sacrament service.  The message at the 
sacrament service was brought by Patriarch Gary L. 
Argotsinger while High Priest Stephen V. Van Meter 
presided.  Thus concluded the conference called with 
short notice and with the extra efforts of so many to 
accomplish it, for which we offer our thanks.

For more complete information about the Special Conference, please 
see the Sep/Oct/Nov/Dec 2019 Issue of The Hastening Times 

Terry W. Patience is ordained as prophet/president of 
the church by Apostle S. Roger Tracy, Presiding Bishop 
W. Kevin Romer,and High Priest David R. Van Fleet
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Junior High Camp
June 22–27, 2019 

by Coral Rogers

Junior High Camp was held June 22–27, 2019, at the 
Blackgum Campground and was directed by Elbert 
and Coral Rogers.  A total of 46 campers and staff were 
there all week to enjoy and participate in the adventures 
which can only be found at church camp.  It is unlike 
any other camp.

The weekly theme was, “I Am Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made.”   During the week, we learned 
what the word fearfully meant during Bible times.  (It 
meant really great.)  Our daily themes were:  “God 
Made Me in His Image,” “God Holds Me in the Palms 
of His Hands,” “God, Help Me,”  “God Sent His Son to 
Save Me,” and “Angels are Watching Over Me.”

You may not know it, but early each morning, before 
the rest of the camp was out of bed, the priesthood who 
were there that week met for 30 minutes to pray for 
protection for the camp, campers, and staff.  They also 
prayed for God’s Spirit to lead us in all our activities of 
the day.  The priesthood do not take the holy ground of 
our camp for granted.  Each camp is important to them, 
and this Junior High Camp was no exception.  The men 
invited the Holy Spirit every morning to be with the 
entire camp, no matter where we were.

The highlight of Junior High Camp was witnessing 
the baptism of Nathan Miller from the Sperry Branch.  
Nathan was very anxious to follow in the footsteps of 

Jesus by being baptized, so he called his parents to ask 
permission.  Since they had been discussing baptism 
before camp, his parents quickly gave consent.  The 
rain and cool weather blessed Junior High Camp with 
lower than usual temperatures but did make the water 
a bit chilly.  Nathan was beaming and did not seem to 
notice at all.  

We began every morning with stretches and yoga 
poses with Isaiah Woods and a devotional by Patricia 
Powers.  By stretching physically and filling our minds 
with thoughts of God, we realized we really were 
“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made” by God.

Bishop Dan Keleher lead us in our quiet time with God.  
It was a time of reflection for 15 minutes each morning.  
We used the time to be alone with God outdoors and 
listen to Him and His creations talk to us.

Justin Rogers and Gabrielle Collins taught the always 
popular archery classes.  Everyone was safe and had an 
exciting time, except for one arrow that strayed from 
the straight and narrow path to wander into the poison 
ivy patch.  It is still there among the ivy, thinking 
about what went wrong.  What a thrilling sense of 
accomplishment it is to hit the bulls eye with an arrow 
from some distance, especially for those who are not 
usually gifted in sports. 
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Brother Keleher very dramatically taught our drama 
class.  This class taught us how to be in front of others, 
especially for speech class and debate at school, and 
confidently participate in our church’s early morning 
family worship before Sunday School.  The class also 
sparked ideas in ways to share in our Wednesday night 
talent show.  This class helped beautiful buds open up 
into gorgeous flowers (or manly plants).  Dan really 
brought out the best in everyone and reminded us that, 
with God’s help, we can do anything, even stand up and 
talk in front of people.  How “Fearful and Wonderful” 
is that?

Ester Goodrich deliciously led us in a yummy cooking 
class this year where we made three kinds of cookies: 
chocolate chip, oatmeal raisin, and snickerdoodles.  It 
was hard to stop eating after one of each type of cookie, 
but it was necessary to make sure they were “Fearfully 
and Wonderfully Made,” and they were!

Our first ever full-scale nature hike was a huge 
success.  Jared Rogers lead us for a hike on a nature 
trail through the woods.  We learned what poison ivy 
looked like, found some edible plants, saw deer tracks, 
and found some small skulls bleached by the sun.  We 
even found a rarely seen “Blackgum coconut” in its 
“natural habitat”. We learned how to start a fire quickly 
without using wood tinder (small twigs, leaves, or 
wood shavings, etc.)  We even discovered a pond that 
was so well hidden that many who had been coming to 
Blackgum for years did not even know of its existence.  
It could have been a Tyrannosaurus footprint filled 
with water—but then again, maybe not.  It was difficult 
to tell, though.

Tracee Bryant really outdid herself this year as crafts 
teacher.  One of our favorites was the “Wonderfully 
Made” God’s eye that each camper crafted from nature.  
It will always remind us God is watching out for us, 
protecting us.  They also made wonderful worship 
settings in the cabins.  Awesome!

Dani Patrick and Sarah Bass reminded us through our 
recreation games that each one of us is a “Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made” child of God.  One of the favorite 
games seemed to be Jungle Pong.  Sounds pretty 
fearful, all right!  These ladies also helped us meet and 
greet some animals from the Bible.  That was definitely 
a “Fearful and Wonderful” experience, especially since 
they were pretty friendly animals.  Thanks, Dani and 

Sarah, for helping us enjoy the outdoors and keeping 
us safe.

For the fourth year in a row, the Junior High Camp 
experienced the Living Scriptures, where our CITs 
brought the lesson of the day to life by acting out a 
scripture story.  Thanks, you creative CITs, for your 
great roles in making these stories come alive!  Camp 
just would not have been the same without  Asher 
Millet, Emma Moore, Gabrielle Collins, Haleigh 
Wilson, Isaiah Woods, and Jack Patrick.

Once again, our campfires were great, due in part to our 
marvelous song leader, Sarah Bass.  She took us from 
fun songs to serious songs so the priesthood members 
could help us in our journey to be with God.

Our favorite songs were: “There Was a Moose” and the 
more spiritual, “Lord Prepare Me.” 

The fabulous Darrin and Melody Moore cooking team 
fixed delicious meals for us all week at camp.  They 
are true culinary artists and we thoroughly enjoyed 
their creations.  Darrin also took time to lead our 
“Evening Chats” class, and Melody was one of our 
camp photographers.

Our time spent at Blackgum was a Spirit-led, fun-filled 
camp that was over much too quickly.  Unfortunately, 
we had to cut short our camp due to the upcoming 
Remnant Church Special Conference. Several of the 
staff members were first timers and commented on the 
amazing kids we had at camp.  Everyone seemed to 
notice the Holy Spirit, who was with us all week as 
we came out of the world to live together in peace, 
harmony, and fun.  The universal feeling on that last 
day was that everyone wanted to stay “just another 
week or two or three.”  We were truly blessed. 

High Priest Elbert Rogers baptizes Nathan Miller
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Senior High Camp
July 6–13, 2019 

by Miriam  L. Millett

The theme for Senior High Camp, 2019, was “Walking 
in the Kingdom.” Throughout the week, those at camp 
taught, listened, learned about, and lived a portion of 
that walk in classes, activities, personal study, and 
interactions with each other. Daily themes such as, 
“Entering In at the Gate,” “Setting our Lives on God’s 
Path,” “Christ Is the Word,” “Jesus is the Light,” “They 
May be One,” and “Taking Action” added a fuller 
picture and some helpful insights and direction for our 
individual walks, as well as our walk as a group. 

Samantha Wilson (First Congregation) was camp 
director this year, and she did a fabulous job of it. 
She led with love, compassion, cheerfulness, and 
motherliness. 

Classes were taught on such topics as, “Conflict 
Resolution,” “Relationships,” “The Armor of God,” 
“Patriarchal Blessings,” “Being a Light in the World,” 
“Importance of Correct Theology,” and “Being 
Productive with Time,” taught by Josh Madding and 
Eli Woods (Center Congregation), Ralph and Marci 
Damon (Bountiful Congregation), Kevin Faulk (Center 
Congregation), Sarah Bass and Tiffany Terry (First 

Congregation), Corwyn Mercer (First Congreation), 
Roger Tracy (Sperry Branch), and Bruce Terry (First 
Congregation) (not necessarily in that order). 

Our CITs were Sarah Bass (First Congregation), Josh 
Madding, Miriam Millet, and Eli Woods (all from 
Center Congregation), and they did a wonderful job 
of fulfilling their responsibilities, including assisting in 
activities, crafts, photography, KP, cleaning, campfires, 
and more.

Our delicious vittles were provided, with much love 
and time, by the delightful ladies Tracee Bryant, 
Sara Reynolds, and Linda Gussman (all from First 
Congregation), with some assistance from others. The 
KP crews were on top of it every day, and the kitchen 
and dining room were cleaned up in a jiffy!

Besides eating, some other favorite pastimes were 
jungle ping-pong, braiding hair, arm wrestling, cabin 
devotionals, keeping our elbows off the table, talking, 
swimming in nearby Salisaw, and participating in the 
traditional camp talent show.
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High Priest Corwyn Mercer baptizes Kaleigh Johnson

Tiffany Terry oversaw very thoughtful crafts, which the 
youth enjoyed taking the time to work on. They created 
several unique and beautiful things to remind them of 
Godly principles. Many people are now able to enjoy the 
beauty of these creations in the homes of the individuals 
who made them. Dani Patrick organized the activities, 
and these brought many smiles, much laughter, and 
a general hubbub of sounds, especially when a game 
such as Spoons was begun, which caused edge-of-the-
seat suspense followed by most of us in stitches from 
laughing so hard. Teamwork and cooperation were 
also used in many of the games, which encouraged the 
youth to rely on each other and to do their part.

Relying on each other and on the Lord was a very large 
portion of the week. Several people felt a dark presence 
that attempted to  influence the camp, and in response, 
there was an abundance of seeking and shining light 
in the form of music, prayer, encouragement, scripture 
reading, seeking truth, testifying, discussing the gospel, 
fasting, and more. The brethren who hold the priesthood 
were very good in fulfilling their responsibilities, 
leading, and protecting. Something remarkable was that 
the adults, as well as the youth, lived what they taught.  
When problems arose, they were good examples of 
living the principles we had been discussing that week, 
even when it was difficult to do so.  This brought a 
greater level of humility, unity, encouragement, and 
love to the camp, and problems that may have festered 
all week long were able to be resolved much more 
quickly.  There were many there who took time to 
listen to, counsel, and edify each other, and there was a 
great level of brother/sisterhood felt among the saints 
gathered.

Adding to that feeling was the prospect of the baptism 
of Kaleigh Johnson from Oklahoma.  We had been 
blessed by her lovely, bright spirit at several activities 
and camps, and she is a sister to the youth. When things 
looked bleak concerning whether or not she would be 
able to be baptized, many of those at camp began praying 
and fasting on her behalf, and through their faith, God 
opened the doors for her to be able to baptized on the 
last day of camp. It was a touching service, and Kaleigh 
simply glowed. We are so happy!

The things learned at camp have continued to affect 
the everyday life of many, if not all, of us as we apply 
those principles, strengthen each other, and remember 
the experiences we had, because we are continuing to 
walk in His Kingdom, now. 

Linda Gussman and Sara Reynolds

Deacon Joshua W. Madding, Jackson R. Patrick,
High Priest Corwyn L. Mercer, and Artimus B.  Millet

Emma Moore, Julieann Patrick, 
Annabelle Turpen, and Laina Faulk
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Center Place Vacation Church School
July 15–18, 2019 

by Allie Purvis

This year, we had almost 70 children who came to the 
Faith Lab to learn how to “Experiment on the Word of 
God.” It was an exciting time as we blended scripture 
stories with science experiments to help understand 
gospel principles. We used the acronym BASE to guide 
us through the week. 

We started with “B” on Monday and looked at Belief. 
How can we grow our faith? Alma 16:152-159 and the 
parable of the Sower from Matthew helped us answer 
this question. We also sprouted some seeds so that we 
could see in person how things grow. 

On Tuesday, “A” stood for Ask. How can asking God 
help our faith grow and help us to see. Genesis 6:53 
and the story of the brother of Jared provides the 
answer. We also got to experiment with light ourselves 
by doing some neat experiments with glow sticks and 
talking about bioluminescence. 

We covered the letter “S” on Wednesday. It stands for 
Serve. What is our purpose and how does it help us 
to do our part? The answer lies in Mosiah 1:49 and 
the story of the ministry of Jesus. Our experiment that 

VACATION 
CHURCH 
SCHOOL
FAITH LAB

JULY 15-18, 2019

day was to make a Rube Goldberg machine to see how 
everything works together. 

Finally, on Thursday, we looked at the letter “E,” 
which is to Enjoy. How can we share the joy we find in 
God´s love? John 14:23 and Alma the younger help us 
find the answer. This day, all of our science was about 
things that erupt and bubble, just like God´s love does. 
Geysers, volcanoes, and soda-pop geysers all were fun.

We were so blessed to have everyone join us this year. 
I really could not have done it without such a fantastic 
team of teachers and support people. We hope you will 
join us this next year on July 6–9 as we catch an ocean 
wave to “Explore the Depth of God´s Love.”

Under the Sea
to

Explore the Depth
of God’s Love

Remnant Church of Jesus Christ 
Of Latter Day Saints

Vacation Church School
July 6-9 2020

Join us next year as we go
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Youth Caravan
July 19–28, 2019

by High Priest Ralph W. Damon

Wow!  Got nothing else to do for about eleven days?  
Like to see the country through the side windows of 
a twenty-five passenger bus bouncing along endless 
miles of pavement?  Enjoy looking for “pit stops” at 
unfamiliar places and irregular times?  And getting to 
know others better than you ever thought possible?  
Well, do we have the answer for you!  A youth road 
trip consisting of more than 3,500 miles and too many 
strange hotels and weather that will amaze/scare you.  
Ready?  Come on!

July 19, 2019, saw us pull out of the Gathering Place 
heading east, full of energy and great expectations.  
We returned on the night of the July 28, 2019, tired, 
worn out, sleepy, some grumpy, some elated, but most 
of us happy to leave the steady rhythm of the tires on 
pavement behind.  But, we brought back with us the 
memories of wonderful sights where the early church 
pioneers lived, worshipped, traveled, suffered, and 
died for the cause of Zion in this latter day.  We heard 
stories and witnessed the places where those stories 
took place.  We saw the Grove where Joseph met 
his Lord and his God, Hill Cumorah where the brass 
plates were safely kept and ultimately retrieved, and 
Grandin’s Printing Shop, where the translated words 
became the Book of Mormon in print.  We stood on 
the banks of the Susquehanna River where Joseph 
and Oliver were baptized.  We worshipped in the holy 
sanctuary of The Lord’s House in Kirtland and felt the 
abiding presence of the Holy Spirit and heard the voice 
of God speak to us. 

Over the span of those days, we grew.  We returned 
different men and women than we left - grown up not 
only in a physical sense but in a greater spirituality than 
when we left.  We had to learn to live closely together: 
in hotel rooms that required us to consider the well-
being of others; in traveling long miles where boredom 
and fatigue could sap our patience and tolerance with 
each other; in learning that each one has distinctly 
different gifts and talents, many latent and hidden, 

that we never before observed or noticed and came to 
accept as beneficial to us all.

This caravan became more than just a pleasant 
excursion and opportunity to “get away” for a few 
days.  It became a journey into greater awareness of 
who we are and of whose we are.  May we never forget 
what each day of this experience brought to us and what 
lessons of patience, knowledge, and understanding we 
gained. 

The House of the Lord 
Kirtland Temple
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On the banks of the Susquehanna River

The Grove in New York State Statue commemorating the ordination of
Joseph Smith Jr. and Sidney Rigdon

Joseph Smith Jr’s bedroom where 
he was visited by the angel Moroni
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Junior Camp
July 24–27, 2019 

by Coral Rogers

Before this summer, it had been 13 years since the 
Remnant Church had a Junior Camp.  (In the past, the 
Remnant Junior Camps were only 1 day long.)  This 
year, the Remnant Church Junior Camp was held July 
24–27, 2019, from Wednesday through Saturday.  It 
was kind of like that first day of school for many; it 
was difficult to tell who was more emotional—parents 
or campers.  After all, they were being separated for 
three whole days.  It was a first for many—the first 
time away from home, the first time at camp, the first 
time to cook, their first campfire, and the first time to 
try new things on their own.  The camp, directed by 
Elbert and Coral Rogers, had 30 campers and staff in 
attendance.  

Our theme for the week was “Walking with Jesus.” 
Daily themes included: “By Walking with Jesus, We 
See Miracles,” “By Walking with Jesus, We Learn 
Trust & Faith,” and “I Walk with Jesus Because I Love 
Him.”  Wednesday evening we invited the Blackgum 
Branch to join us in our prayer and testimony service, 
and we even had some of our campers participate.

Josh Patterson started off our mornings leading us in 
stretches and yoga poses.  That really got our hearts 
pumping!  

After breakfast, Elbert Rogers, Alex Tibbitts, and 
Holden Rogers helped us discover some really 

interesting and sometimes surprisingly strange things 
on our nature hikes.  

Next, was recreation (done in the morning so the heat 
would not melt us).  It is very reassuring to have the 
camp nurse lead us in indoor and outdoor games.  It 
was a safe time for everyone.  Thanks, Dani Patrick!  
Our favorite game was probably Poor Kitty (not to be 
confused with Hello Kitty). 

Lacey Rogers was our very clever crafts leader who 
helped us create “prayons.”  These are crayon pieces 
put in muffin molds and melted in the sun to create 
beautiful art objects that remind us to pray to God every 
single time we walk by and see our prayons.  Many of 
us were new to each other, so Lacey and Dani helped 
us decorate name tags with lanyards.  Then, we really 
knew who we were!

We had two scripture classes each day led by Elbert 
Rogers and Frank Potter.  We learned so much from 
these remarkable men while still managing to learn in 
fun ways.  We especially liked the candy we received 
when we came up with a right answer to their questions!  

After swim time, Patricia Powers led us in a delicious 
cooking class where we made individual style pizzas 
out of canned biscuits, individual bags of homemade 
ice cream, and carefully sealed individual bags of 
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armpit fudge.  In fact, everything was so good that we 
ate our creations for supper that night!  

Speaking of cooking, our scrumptious cooks, Betty 
Williams and Darlene Collins (aka Lucy & Ethel 
according to Lacey Rogers),  won us over with their 
delightful cooking every day.  It is not easy finding 
food that young children will eat and is nutritious, yet 
delicious.  Thanks, Betty and Darlene!  

Our campfires were such great fun, yet transitioned 
into “Walking with Jesus” each night.  Thanks, Patricia 
Powers, for leading our songs.  Everyone’s campfire 
song list seemed somewhat limited, since for many, 
this was their first camp.  We quickly learned the new 
songs, however, with great enthusiasm.  The serious 
portion of each of the three campfires was led by 
our three priesthood members;  Alex Tibbitts, Elbert 

Rogers, and Frank Potter.  Thanks, gentlemen, for 
being our spiritual leaders throughout the week.

We could not have had a successful camp without our 
hard working CITs (Counselors in Training).  Each 
saw a need and rushed to the task without having to 
be asked.  We even had one young staffer who was not 
quite old enough to be a CIT.   He had the enthusiasm 
and friendly, willing soul that is required, so we 
created a new role at camp.  We called him our CITIT 
(CIT in Training).  What a blessing these young people 
were!  Their commitment and leadership skills were 
so refreshing and desperately needed.  Thanks to Alex 
Tibbitts, Holden Rogers, Josh Patterson, Julie Patrick, 
and Lilli Ross.  

Even though some of us were touched by home 
sickness throughout the week, most were ready to sign 
up for next year.  What a great week!  God bless us, 
every one!
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Geneseo Reunion
 July 27–August 3, 2019 

There was consideration given to canceling this year’s 
reunion, but with the encouragement of Jim Noland, 
Jack Evans, and Ted Webb, the reunion was back on 
again.  Due to the confusion, attendance was down 
to about 50 people.  However, the good spirt and 
fellowship was not diminished from previous years.  

The evening sermons, led by Jim Noland, Ted Webb, 
Jack Evans, Mike Meier, and Gary Argotsinger were 
informative and heartfelt and gave spiritual food to 
those attending the reunion.  

by High Priest Jack O. Evans

Daily adult classes were led by Jim Noland, Ted Webb, 
and Gary Argotsinger.  Dedicated teaches directed 
youth classes for pre-kindergarten through senior high.  

Patriarch Gary Argotsinger presided over the closing 
service, which turned into a spirit-filled dedication and 
testimony service.  Everyone attending drew close in 
fellowship with one another as they participated in 
making this reunion a success.  



Volume 2 | www.theremnantchurch.com | 27

South Central District Priestood Retreat 
September 20–22, 2019 

by High Priest Elbert H. Rogers

The weekend of September 20–22, 2019, saw the Blackgum campground 
hosting the South Central District Priesthood Retreat with Teacher Alex Tibbitts 
in charge.  The theme was “The Book of Mormon: The Coming Forth of the 
Fullness of the Gospel.” 

Each of the faithful ten men who attended left 
with a renewed desire to magnify his personal 
ministry and to be a part of the building of the 
Kingdom in the last days.

Parker T. Tibbitts, Elder Frank L. Potter, Elder Eric D. Collins, Elder David W. Tevebaugh, Apostle S. Roger 
Tracy, Teacher Alex F. Potter, High Priest John W. Atkins and Elder Dennis D. Post
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Center Place of Zion Reunion
August 1–4, 2019 

by President Michael B. Hogam

The theme for the Center Place Reunion was “Guided By 
The Iron Rod.”  Directed by David Van Fleet and Michael 
Hogan, the two counselors to the prophet/president of 
the church, Terry Patience, the reunion was held at the 
Gathering Place in the Worship Center of the Remnant 
Church.  

The four mornings began with a prayer service, presided 
over by Patriarchs Dennis Evans and Pete Petentler.  This 
was an excellent, Spirit-filled way to begin each day.  
Thursday and Friday morning, President Patience taught 
the adult class for two hours, generally from 10 a.m. until 
noon.  The children and youth had classes during the 
same time period.

Catered lunchs were served Thursday through Saturday 
and  enjoyed by all who participated. 

Thursday and Friday afternoon from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., 
President Patience once again taught the adult class.

On Thursday afternoon, the Millet family (and others) 
shared their talents in The Parables Musical Narrative.  
There was music, singing, and sharing.  This was a time 
for the talented Millet family to assist in our worship of 
the Lord.

Thursday and Friday evenings, we had a song service 
(High Priest Rod Walsh presiding) prior to the 7 p.m. 
preaching service.  Thursday evening, President David 
Van Fleet preached, and Friday evening, Seventy 
Matthew Goodrich preached.  Great ministry was shared 
during those services.

Saturday morning, Brother Goodrich taught a class for 
everyone.  Following the class was a baptismal service 
with High Priest Joe Bryant presiding.  The charge to 
the candidates was presented by Priest Josh Terry.  Ava 
Mattison Starks Hogan and Samuel Baker were baptized, 
both of the water and of the Spirit.

After lunch, there was an hour for four individuals to 
share their testimony of the goodness of God.  Then, there 
was time for the youth to share in a couple of interactive 
games, followed by concluding remarks by President 
Patience.

Sunday morning, following the prayer service, President 
Patience presided over the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  
Seventy Bruce Terry provided the message, “Significance 
of the Communion.”  This was a fitting conclusion to a 
very enjoyable and uplifting reunion.
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President Michael B. Hogan baptizes 
Ava M. Starks Hogan

Seventy William B. Baker baptizes 
Samuel J. Baker

Seventy Matthew W. Goodrich Erlyne W. Gress and President Terry W. Patience
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by Seventy Matthew W.  Goodrich

West Virginia Retreat
October 18–20, 2019

On the weekend of October 18–20, 2019, Seventies 
Ray Setter, Roger Schuelke, Matthew Goodrich, and 
Bishop Ben Galbraith traveled to New Martinsville, 
West Virginia.

We arrived Friday night. Brother Galbraith led a 
home consecration, followed by another on Saturday 
afternoon.  

The retreat was opened Saturday morning when we 
met with the priesthood from West Virginia, followed 
by a lunch provided by the West Virginia saints.

After lunch, three classes were held: the first was 
taught by Brother Galbraith on revelation; followed 
by Brother Setter, who shared on a subject dear to 
his heart, the love of Jesus; with classes finishing up 
with Brother Schuelke touching on a few subjects.  A 
fifteen-minute presentation by Brother Goodrich on 
preparing for Zion followed the classes.

We then had a question and answer time, with the 
subject focusing on the recent events happening at  
the Remnant Church.  Many of the saints shared their 
testimonies about the Remnant and their strong faith in 
Christ’s church.  

Sunday morning opened with a prayer service 
conducted by Brother Schuelke, after which followed 
a communion service, led by Elder Paul Burke, the 
presiding elder of New Martinsville.  Elders Jim 
Withee and Jim Bowie served the communion to the 
congregation and the morning message was brought by 
Brother Goodrich.

A potluck dinner was held after the services where we 
enjoyed good fellowship with the saints and shared our 
final farewells before departing for our trip back home.  
A wonderful spirit and a great sense of joy was shared 
with the West Virginia saints throughout the entire 
weekend.    
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General Church Men’s Retreat
November 8–10, 2019 

by Asher Millet
Friday evening found eleven men, young and old, 
gathered at the Blackgum Campground for the Annual 
Men’s Retreat.  This year’s theme was, “Rise Up O 
Men of God.”  The evening found us being treated to 
a campfire conducted by Apostle S. Roger Tracy, after 
which we retired for the evening.

Our classes began after breakfast Saturday morning 
with Bishop Ben Galbraith’s class on revelation.  This 
was followed by High Priest Elbert Rogers, who spoke 
of some issues prevalent in his own life.  Next, was 
a PowerPoint presentation from Bryan Millet on the 
church’s new database software program (Realm)
and how it can be of use to all of us in keeping up 
communications with our church people.

Following lunch, Seventy Darrin Moore led the next 
class based on four men and their testimonies of how 
God had led them to do His will.  

Elder Denny Post presented a class entitled, “The 
Twelve Disciples of Jesus Christ,” which examined who 
they were, notable qualities, notable accomplishments, 
and life lessons.

The last class of the day was from High Priest John 
Atkins focusing on life struggles and how we can 
overcome them by rising up and doing God’s will.  He 
referenced an article from the Saint’s Herald entitled 
“Rise Up, O Men of God,” written by Dwight D. W. 
Davis.  

A communion service was held wherein Elder Frank 
Potter shared some thoughts on Zion, where it will be 
built, how much land would be utilized, and what we 
need to do to be a part of God’s Kingdom.

Campfire, led by Brother Atkins followed, with many 
bearing testimonies of how God had blessed their lives 
and guided them along paths to where they are today.

Sunday morning found us attending the Blackgum 
Branch, where High Priest Corwyn Mercer led the 
Sunday School class and Brother Tracy brought the 
morning worship.  

A great spirit filled weekend for all attendees!  We look 
forward to reuniting once again next year.

Bishop Ben Galbraith High Priest Elbert Rogers
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Teacher Alex Tibbitts, Elder Dennis Post, and 
Bryan Millet

High Priest John Atkins, Parker Tibbitts, 
Elders David Tevebaugh, and Frank Potter

Deacon Elijah Woods, Elder Kevin Faulk, and 
Teacher Isaiah Woods

Visiting Time



34 | The Remnant Record | 2019

Winter Youth Retreat
December 27–29, 2019 

by High Priest Corywn L. Mercer

Winter Retreat was held over the school Christmas 
break from December 27–29, 2019,  with 26 youth from 
the 6th grade through the 12th grade attending. Elder 
Eric Wilson and his wife Samantha did a wonderful job 
at providing the leadership of directing the retreat and 
received great support from many church members to 
provide classes and chaperone care. 

The youth mostly represented the Center Place of 
Zion, but we also had youth from southern Missouri, 
Oklahoma, and Tennessee. All the classes were on the 
theme from John 15: 12 “Love one another as I have 
loved you.” 

We were blessed with cooks who came from Oklahoma 
and Tennessee to keep us well fed. 

Every year we move from Winter Retreat directly to 
planning and preparing for summer camps with Junior 
High Camp being from June 20–27, 2020 and Senior 
High Camp from July 11–18, 2020.  Please keep 
preparations for these camps in your prayers.

Annabelle Turpen and Julieann Patrick

Avery McLeod, Piper Erickson and Isabel Sisk
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Event                                                                                                            Date               

General Conference                               April 1–5                         
  The Gathering Place
South Central District Reunion                               June 12–17
  Blackgum Campground
Junior High Camp                               June 20–27
  Blackgum Campground
Junior Camp                               July 1–4
  Backgum Campground
Center Place Vacation Church School                              July 6–9
  Gathering Place
Senior High Camp                               July 11–18
  Blackgum Campground
Center Place Reunion                               July 30–August 2             
  The Gathering Place
Canadian Conference                               TBA
  Toronto, Ontario
General Church Men’s Retreat                               November 13–15
  Blackground Campground
Winter Youth Retreat                               TBA
  Conference Center

“When a man has offered in sacrifice all that he has for the truth’s sake, not even withholding his life, and believing before 
God that he has been called to make this sacrifice, because he seeks to do his will, he does know most assuredly that God 

does and will accept his sacrifice and offering, and that he has not nor will not seek his face in vain.”
(Joseph Smith, Jr.,“Lectures on Faith,” in Doctrine and Covenants (Ohio:1835) Lecture 6:7e)


