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I said in the first issue of the Hastening Times magazine of this year that I believed the year 2021 would be a good 
one. Not because all the world’s problems would go away, but because you and I place our hope in our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Well, some things did get marginally better, and some things are still declining as men and women look to 
their own answers to solve the world’s situations.

One of the little things I like about the holidays are flickering candles. It is amazing to note just how much light 
comes from one little flame. I like to watch the “dancing” of the flame and allow it to be a focal point, if only for a 
moment. It can relax my mind and it can relieve some of the stress of the season.

It is easy to see that there are many activities, rehearsals, gatherings, and preparations for a Thanksgiving meal 
and even more for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. And, then, just as we think we’ve had enough, along comes 
the New Year’s celebrations. It can be too much. And many of those plans and preparations don’t include time to 
meditate on and strengthen our relationship with the Christ. 

Maybe, as I look at that single candle flame, I should replace it with the face of Christ. I know we may not know 
exactly what that face looks like, but we can feel His presence in our hearts and in our minds. 

Charles Wesley penned these words in the third verse of the hymn, “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”:

“Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Son of Righteousness!
Life and light to all he brings,

Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth.”

No matter whether your meditations come during the season of Thanksgiving, or during the season of Christmas, 
may you reflect upon the light that came to the manger so many years ago, and the light that still feeds our hearts 
and minds, and the light that will someday again be with us in physical form. It is all glorious. He is here for us. 

  Terry W. Patience, 

  For the First Presidency

From the First Presidency…
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Holy Sanctuary - Update from President Patience 
Since the last conference and my suggestion that we 
begin to consider a holy sanctuary, we have been making 
progress to our goal.
Our first step was to consider what we might and might 
not be able to do in the suggested room and/or the areas 
adjacent to the room. The First Presidency, the Bishopric, 
and Apostle Walsh meet weekly on Tuesdays to discuss 
the activities of the church. That group decided to bring 
in Joe Ben Stone to help us look at possibilities. That led 
to several questions, such as: How many people can we 
get in the room, and do we need to make it larger? How 
well does the room provide for entering and exiting? 
What should we do with the broken windows, and 
should we replace some or all the windows with more 
energy efficient ones? What electrical or audio-visual 
capabilities would we like? Is the HVAC system going to 
keep us comfortable? Do we need a preparation/gathering 
room, and where is the best place for that? What is it 
going to cost to repair the walls and ceilings, replace the 
carpeting, update the hallway, etcetera? We also want 
the roof repairs of the building to be complete before we 
start, and the funding for the room to be in place.
We hired an architect, Jim Gamble, to evaluate the room 
and prepare some blueprints. Joe Ben Stone worked 
on some estimates. Because Joe Ben had to return to 
Arizona, we hired Bob Sawdon to continue obtaining the 
needed estimates for the project. The first estimates were 
presented to a Tuesday meeting. We then asked Bob to 
provide us with estimates for a more basic plan. We are 
reviewing those now in early November.
Once we have a good cost estimate of the project, we 
can decide what is logical and feasible to do. With a 
firmer idea of the cost, and what needs to be done, the 
next step will be to discuss the options with the Board of 
Appropriations and obtain conference approval. 
We want to be sure that we have explored our options 
using wisdom and due diligence. 

Fred Williams & Son Heating and Cooling Now Hiring!
HVAC Service Technician to start immediately for 
our non-smoking and Christian based business.  
Qualifications: Minimum of 3 year’s experience and 
excellent customer service skills 
Mostly residential service with some commercial. 
Contact Fred at 816.918.7412 or Annie at 816.254.4515. 

Doctrine and Covenants Publication Update: 
The Doctrine & Covenants, including the revelations 
given to the Remnant Church, has been proofed as a Word 
file and is now being converted to an InDesign format, 
and finally to a PDF to give to the printer. The goal is to 
have the Doctrine and Covenants available for purchase 
by General Conference 2022 in two types of bindings: a 
black, soft vinyl cover and a black hardback cover.

Conference Center and Headquarters Roofing Projects: 
The Gathering Place Conference Center building has 
completed its roofing project at $78,000. The leaks have 
been stopped, and we have a 10-year warranty.
The headquarters building roofing project has been 
waiting upon the receipt of funds from the sale of a church 
owned property (single family home) in Blue Springs. 
The sale has taken place, and the proceeds have been 
received. The roofers started work Tuesday, October 26th, 
and it took two weeks to complete the project. The total 
cost of repairs was $244,777. The proceeds from the sale 
of the home were $207,020. The balance of $37,7756 
will come from the General Fund and Storehouse reserve 
funds.
A big thank you to the church membership for your 
generous contributions that have made these long overdue 
projects possible. 

2022 Conference Dates Announced:
The 2022 General Conference will be April 6–10, 2022.

With Sympathy For Those Left Behind:
We remember, with fond memories, the following 
dedicated saints. Each of these precious people will be 
missed so much! Our prayers are with their families.
Bountiful Congregation Brian Williams
First Congregation  Laurel Alexander, 
 Mary Gough, Virginia Perrin, Marge Simmons, and
  Lou Zahner
Missouri Valley Branch  Jacqueline Wall

Baptisms:
We are happy to welcome the following new members:
Eastern Region  Macie Ray
Western Region James Alexander
Affiliations:
We are happy to welcome the following new members:
Western Region Jill Holmes
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I’m not sure if people still say this, but I know I 
have heard people in the past say many times, “In 
my humble opinion.” I’m not sure how humble they 
(me included) really were about their opinion, but it 
always seemed to be a good disclaimer anyway. I got 
a chuckle one time and still acknowledge the accuracy 
of a statement that Gilbert Marshall once made in a 
quorum meeting, when he said, “Of course I think I’m 
right. If I thought I were wrong, I would change my 
opinion.”

Frequently in my life I have not been sure which way 
was the best and marveled at how others enter into 
debates about any given subject with great passion. 
This is not to say that I haven’t done the same thing; 
it’s just that I only notice it when I don’t have a strong 
opinion about it.

We have seen this with regularity and great risk since 
the beginning of 2020 with the onset of COVID in 
our country. You name it and it has been the source 
of controversy. The debate has centered on things 
such as whether the following are a good idea: masks, 
shutdowns, quarantines, mandates, and vaccines, and 
even whether the number of deaths from COVID are 
being counted correctly. We hear all kinds of facts 
and factoids (they sound like facts but may or may 
not be) about vaccines, but in this column, we make 
no judgments about the accuracy or otherwise of this 

information, only that many folks espousing these 
claims do so with an air of infallibility.

Climate change is another such topic. There are several 
opinions on the subject from: 

it threatens life on earth, 
to it is fact but one that 

can be lived with, to 
there is no climate 
change. According 
to NOAA, 
greenhouse gases 
have increased by 
47% from 1990 

to 2020, but does 
this fact guarantee 
warming of the 
planet? Also, the 
earth has been 
warming up for 
many years and has 
had ice ages as well. 
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So, more battle lines are drawn over this as well, with 
not much room for compromise or alternative opinions. 
Can we accept that our understanding could possibly 
be in error?

Religion is no different. 
Churches have, 
theoretically at least, 
been split over the 
color of the carpet 
or other minor 
issues. As part 
of our religious 
heritage, we 
believe that 

Christ’s church 
should have a 
prophet, apostles, 
c o n t i n u i n g 
revelation, etc. The 

Remnant Church 
has continued that 

practice through what 

by President David R.Van Fleet

we firmly believe was divine direction, but many of our 
brothers and sisters of the Restoration have languished 
without acceptance of any revelation for 69 years and 
without apostles and a prophet for 37 years. Since the 
Remnant Church has had prophets without the surname 
of Smith, the Remnant Church has been unacceptable 
to our fellow saints. Direct father to son only lineage 
has proven to be more important to some than good 
men with the surnames of Larsen or Patience who 
strive just as hard as those earlier prophets to bring 
divine guidance to the saints. (See Numbers 27:1-11 or 
consider that James, the Lord’s half-brother by Mary, 
led the church after Jesus and Peter.)

Just to bring this closer to home, we, as Remnant saints, 
need to ponder, consider, and investigate what we can 
do to enhance our worship. Our worship must be of the 
highest order, not only that we might draw closer to the 
Lord, but that others might find worshipping with us a 
delight. As we think of the holy sanctuary to be built, 
this will be a question of central importance. Therefore, 
recognizing that none of us have all of the answers, let 
us remember the admonition of Paul that we should 
“not think of himself [ourselves] more highly than he 
[we] ought to think, but to think soberly, according 
as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith” 
(Romans 12:3).
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Recently I spent some time marveling at the beauty of the 
earth, no doubt at least partially influenced by the changing of 
the colors of the leaves of the trees. As autumn approaches, 
the days are cooling off, and the greens and light yellows 
of the leaves begin to turn to 
reds and oranges, producing 
a breathtaking display. In 
some parts of the country, this 
phenomenon occurs earlier, 
and some parts later, depending 
on the relative temperature 
changes. President David Van 
Fleet was preparing for a trip 
in October of this year, to be 
able to see some “turning of the 
leaves” in the northern portions 
of the United States, among 
other things. I began to think 
about the beauty that he and his 
family would see and I knew 
that he is an avid photographer. 
David regularly shares his 
photos of nature with his church 
family, and many of his photos 
are therefore included in the 
Hastening Times. 

As I was therefore thinking 
about his trip, and thinking 
about what he might see and 
photograph, I considered 
a scripture from the New 
Testament that describes the 
rewards of a loving God to 
His obedient people. The 
scripture, found in the First 
Book of Corinthians, Chapter 2 and verse 9,10 states: 
“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. But 

God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”

A few days into the Van Fleet trip, some pictures were 
sent to me, and they prompted 
me to think about this beauty 
that people of the earth can 
enjoy now. I began to think 
that if the people of the 
world enjoy this tremendous 
beauty now, surely it is true 
we cannot imagine what we 
will enjoy for eternity if and 
when we are welcomed into 
the glory that God has for His 
followers.

Where First Corinthians 2:9 
states “But as it is written”, 
the reference is indeed 
to the Old Testament in 
Isaiah Chapter 64, verses 
4,5. Here we read “For 
since the beginning of the 
world men have not heard, 
nor perceived by the ear, 
neither hath the eye seen, 
O God, besides thee, what 
he hath prepared for him 
that waiteth for him. Thou 
meetest him that worketh 
righteousness, and rejoiceth 
him that remembereth thee 
in thy ways; in righteousness 

there is continuance, and such shall be saved.”

Having been born and raised in Western Colorado, on the 
western aspect of the Rocky Mountains, I have seen some 
beautiful scenery. I remember clear blue skies, the majesty 
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by President Michael B. Hogan
of the mountains, with snow in the higher elevations a 
portion of the year. I remember going to youth camps 
and reunions in the mountains and smelling the pine trees 
and worshiping God in this setting. I remember being 
taught that God loves mankind and desires that we love 
and serve him while on this earth. He rewards us now, 
with the promise of an even greater reward when we pass 
from this life, if we 
endure to the end in 
His service. 

I think of latter day 
scripture such as 
found in Section 
76:2, where we 
read: “For thus 
saith the Lord, I the 
Lord, am merciful 
and gracious unto 
those who fear 
me, and delight 
to honor those 
who serve me in 
righteousness and 
in truth unto the 
end; great shall 
be their reward, 
and eternal shall 
be their glory; 
and to them will 
I reveal all mysteries; yea, all the hidden mysteries of 
my kingdom from days of old…For by my Spirit will 
I enlighten them, and by my power will I make known 
unto them the secrets of my will; yea, even those things 
which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered 
into the heart of man.”

A man or woman who is deaf cannot fully enjoy a 
symphony, and people that are blind cannot enjoy the 

beauty of the sunset, because they lack the faculties by 
which these things are appreciated. So, in the same vein, 
the natural man cannot receive or know the things of the 
Spirit, because he or she lacks the faculty by which these 
things are known. Lacking the Spirit, it’s impossible for 
them to know the things of the Spirit. People pursuing 
true wisdom cannot perceive it except as the Holy Spirit 

enlightens them. 
The revelations 
are for those who 
love God. Not the 
great, or the wise, 
or the outwardly 
righteous; but 
those who possess 
this spiritual 
qualification. The 
true love of God, 
which leads to 
obedience, is the 
path to perfection. 
As love grows 
in our lives, and 
as knowledge 
of the Kingdom 
grows, heaven 
is increasingly 
attractive because 
it is the place of 

perfect love and the place of perfect knowledge.

The photos in this article were taken in October of 2021 
in the northern portion of the United States by David 
Van Fleet. One can only imagine how the utter beauty 
of celestial, terrestrial or telestial glory might be more 
beautiful, but we have God’s assurance it will be.
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by President Terry W. Patience
This is the fourth article of a series of articles based upon the 2017 material prepared for the Missionary-In-Training class. The purpose 
of the material is: 1) to help all the missionaries in the church be better prepared to overcome the objections of the unchurched, 2) to help 
us solidify our own belief that there is a God, and He has a message for us. These articles are designed to be short and will not include 
all the material previously covered and may include some additional material..

What many people want before they can believe in God 
is 100% proof that He exists. Many of the people who 
require that 100% proof cannot provide for us what that 
100% proof would be.
For the most part, people who fight against the belief that 
God exists are really saying, “I don’t see that Christians are 
what they ought to be as believers in God, therefore I will 
not believe.” They then turn to science and say that science 
has all the answers. 
We might counter by asking, is there enough evidence to 
believe all that science claims? Science is looking at data and 
claiming it to be absolute “truth” and “fact.” In reality, not 
all science can be backed up with repeatable experiments. 
And some of the theories, claimed as truth, have not had 
any experiments conducted to “prove” the theory. 
So, the battle between the belief in God based upon our 
experiences with the world around us and the interpretations 
of science, which is also based upon the world around 
us, goes on. That gets us back to the question, which 
one provides the most probable explanation, theology or 
science?
F. Henry Edwards wrote: “Belief in God…is not capable of 
scientific demonstration…due to the limitations of science 
rather than to the absence of evidence.” Fundamentals, 
Page 15.
It seems logical that if He does exist, we ought to be able to 
observe the things He is revealing to us. 
“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 
things were created by Him, and for Him; and He is before 
all things, and by Him all things consist” Colossians 1:16, 
17.
There are four points that are often given as proof that God 
exists:
• Creation – every time you see a piece of machinery, you 
know it had a creator.
• Art – every time you see a piece of art, you know it had 
an artist.

• Design – every time you see a wristwatch, you know it 
had a designer.
• Order – every time you see order, you know it had an 
“order-er.”

If every thing else has a creator, artist, designer, and order-
er behind it, isn’t it reasonable to expect that behind this 
incredibly intricate, complicated, and marvelous universe 
there is also a Creator, Artist, Designer, and Order-er behind 
it? (Paraphrased from evangelismexplosion.org.)
The world of apologetics begins with three arguments for 
the existence of God: 1) Causality, 2) Design, and 3) Moral. 
Causality has 5 points: General Relativity, Law of 
Causality, the First Law of Thermodynamics, the Second 
Law of Thermodynamics, and the Law of Entropy. What is 
being said here, through these science proven observations, 
is that the universe is not self-existent. It is dying. And if 
it is dying, then it had a beginning. If it had a beginning, 
something outside the universe had to be the great “cause.”
The universe is finely tuned and designed to be that way. 
Even the smallest change takes it out of balance. We believe 
that the universe could not have come together without the 
aid of a designer. 
The third argument is the moral argument. There is an 
absolute moral law, and that standard implies an absolute 
moral lawgiver. 
C.S. Lewis said: “Because we know when things are 
absolutely wrong, thus we know there must be an absolute 
right.” (Mere Christianity, page 175)
Each of these subjects can become a doctoral thesis of its 
own. I have not tried to present a complete argument. I 
encourage you to dig deep into the subjects if you wish to 
present them to those who do not believe in God.
In reality, those who do not want to believe just don’t want 
to believe. Many atheists make the statement that mankind 
can make moral decisions without considering God or 
having a need for God. I agree. They ask, can you be good 
without God? What they should be asking is: can you be 
good without believing in God? Without God, what basis is 
there for good?
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It is time to renew or begin your subscription! Renew or subscribe now to 
receive your Remnant Church daily devotional for the next 12 months (2022).

	You may choose the paper version, mailed to your home every two months for $20.00 
to cover printing & mailing costs, OR

	You may choose the digital version, sent to your email address every morning at no 
cost, OR

	You may choose to have both versions for $20.00 to cover printing & mailing costs!

Please complete the following:
 -Current email only subscriptions will automatically renew–no need to complete this form again. 

-If you wish to order “Moments” for a loved one or friend, please submit a separate form.

I want:   Paper version*  Digital version  Both versions* 

Name: 

Address: 

City:  State or Province: 

 Zip or Postal Code: 
Email address (Required for digital copy):

 
Mail this form to: Remnant Church Headquarters

 MWTM
 700 West Lexington Ave.
 Independence, MO  64050

*Include $20.00 payment for paper copy.  Make check payable to the Remnant Church.

GIVE TO THE HASTENING TIMES / THE REMNANT RECORD
We hope you enjoy receiving The Hastening Times. Three times per year, approximately 950 copies are sent to 
individuals and households in the US and Canada. Also, The Remnant Record year in review will be sent annually. 

Your gift of $15.00, $25.00, $50.00, or more helps to sustain this valuable ministry. 
Thank you for your support.

   $15.00   $25.00   $50.00   Other ___________
Name   

Address   

State/Province, Zip/Postal Code, Country  
Mail this form to The Remnant Church, Hastening Times, 700 West Lexington Ave., Independence, MO 64050

Please make checks payable to the Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

2022
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There are many testimonies of determination and love triumphing over the fear of the pandemic. Lunch Partners 
volunteers are one of those testimonies. Imagine trying to manage providing food and clothing necessities for 
people in need using only fearless volunteers. Lunch Partners prevailed in these troubled times of mandates and 
directives. God has set His hand to bring forth loving volunteers and the resources to prosper our ministry which 
has continuously labored since 1991 and served over a million meals.

The Lunch Partners Board was determined to keep our program open when indoor dining was heavily restricted, 
and some staff needed to back away from the risk of contracting the virus from our compromised clientele. Thus, 
we were forced to implement carry-out lunches with one caveat; our cooks insisted that there would be a full 
hot meal as normally provided. Costs for serving containers did substantially rise, but God prospered the food 
donations so dramatically that most supplies were offset by the reduced cost needed to buy meat and staples.

Our grocery store donors have always offered generous stocks of dated food. Remarkably, since COVID started, 
the surplus food nearly doubled. We are able to provide a wonderful selection of fresh produce and packaged food 
items to those in need, in addition to lunch on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

The equipment and infrastructure requirements for our operation continue to warrant upgrading or replacement. 
2021 has been a year of many such successful projects. Utilities continue to rise in cost. This highlights the 
importance of our financial contributors. Donations from the saints continue to meet our needs thanks to the 
sacrifices of our supporters. As donors grow older or pass on, new givers will need to pick up and carry the torch 
for our ministry.

Upstairs at the HQ is the Clothes Closet. There are seven former classrooms full of clothing and home goods. 
Those staff provide assistance to needy of all ages and sizes every Friday morning. The Food Pantry prepares bags 
of staples for families needing occasional supplemental aid.

We are hopeful that area churches will provide volunteers who are committed to serving the poor and needy. Some 
have caught the vision of community service and are bolstering our ranks. We regularly ask the Lord to send more 
laborers to this corner of His vineyard. Is He calling you?

Interested in helping serve, donate, or pray? 
Contact: Dan Keheler (816) 267-1539.

See our brochure on the church website for more details.

by Bishop Dan D. Keheler and
 the Lunch Partners Board
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Sidewalk Chalk Artists 

The youth groups in the church are thrilled to be able 
to fellowship again in person. We had a great summer 
with our Junior, Junior High, and Senior High camps 
in Blackgum, Oklahoma. It is always a blessing to take 
time to spend with the youth away from the day to day 
of life. The Lord certainly blessed our camps and many 
youth made life-time memories and had experiences 
that will guide them in their paths. 
For fall, there are several fun activities planned for the 
youth in Independence. The Handmaidens and Warriors 
are meeting weekly and kicked off the new school year 
with an ice cream social. The Warriors had an awesome 
overnight lock-in and both groups will had a GLOW 
party (God Loves Our Works) at the end of October.  
 
The children that are a part of FISH are meeting weekly 
as well. The group is growing, and we are excited to 
see several new faces joining us this year. One activity 
that was a big hit was being able to help a local farm 
family that needed help picking apples in their orchard. 
The service project was a fun activity for the kids and 
meant a lot to the family that they helped
 
We would love to see all of our 6th-12th grade youth at 
The Winter Retreat on December 27-29th. We are very 
thankful to the leaders and volunteers who keep these 
groups going and take their time to plan and put on the 
activities for the youth.

Apple Picking Helpers 

Why is this trumpet here? 

Please see page 17

 for the explanation! 
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by Elder Eric S. Wilson, General Church Youth Co-Leader

Remnant Youth are  Glowing!

Apple Picking Pros
 

Everyone needs a pal Campfire! Campfire! Campfire!
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Can you complete the 
Seek and Find puzzle?

Grab a pencil and see how 
many words you can find!

How many answers 
do you know to the 
questions below? 
Can you solve the 

crossword puzzle?
 Build your own custom worksheet at education.com/worksheet-generator

© 2007 - 2021 Education.com

We Are Grateful

Z A X M E R C Y E G M K D T I
N X N K I G E N E R O S I T Y
E L H A J J J N W A J S Y E Y
G R A C E P J Y W T A R U I R
Q S A C R I F I C E Z B P U X
L P P G Y V W P T F I Y P A Y
C T K B A G N R N U O Y R F L
N U H J B K L A L L N W A R W
E T A A M P O I G H S U Y I H
K R D Q N G V S O E K X E E E
W Y N E A K E E S A J F R N A
X G Z U C V F Y P R W A Y D V
J Q O S Z Q K U E T P I X S E
Q D O H A V S A L V A T I O N
F A M I L Y V H L H P H Y O X

grateful heart generosity salvation sacrifice
thankful family praise prayer
grace friends mercy heaven
gospel faith love zion

®
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Greetings from the Quorum of Twelve.

Matthew 5:11 reads, “And blessed are all the 
peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of 
God.” I recently gave a sermon on this topic, which 
feels particularly pertinent in light of the current times. I 
thought it would be useful to highlight a few points that 
were shared in the full sermon.

The word, peacemaker, is found twice in our Scriptures: 
in Matthew 5:11 and 3 Nephi 5:56. Peace or shalom was 
a common Jewish greeting. In Hebrew, it meant more 
than the absence of conflict or trouble, it expressed a 
desire that the one greeted will have all the righteousness 
and goodness God can give. The deepest meaning of the 
term is everything which makes for a man’s highest good, 
or God’s highest good to you.

We are called to be peacemakers, not just peace lovers. 
The blessing in these scriptures is for the peace maker. 
These scriptures are calling for active involvement in 
achieving long lasting peace, not just avoiding conflict 
in the moment. Peace comes from facing issues, dealing 
with them, and conquering them. Peace lover connotes 
a more passive approach. This may result in settling for 
short-term appearances of peace, but a situation that 
results in long-term suffering or trouble. They may be 
willing to accept or ignore discord and bad behavior to 
“keep the peace” in the house, workplace, or church.

Peacemakers may not always be popular, but in the 
true spirit of shalom, they are trying to take you to the 
best of God’s good for you. Immediately following the 
peacemaker verse in Matthew 5:12-14 is, “Blessed are 
all they that are persecuted for my name’s sake; for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. And blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

For ye shall have great joy, and be exceeding glad; for 
great shall be your reward in heaven; for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you.”

The peacemaker scripture concludes with “for they shall 
be called the children of God.” Romans 8:14,16–17 
states, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God. The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God; And if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together.” A son of God, in the Hebrew, 
is, more literally, one who is doing God-like work. So, 
we can see the sense that the scripture makes: if you 
are a peacemaker, you are called one of the children of 
God because you are actively involved in God’s work 
of establishing God’s love and God’s peace through 
reconciliation of His children to God.

In the book of Titus, it reminds us that, to be peacemakers, 
we are not to be pugnacious, but that we are simply to 
be valiant in demonstrating and proclaiming the love of 
God and the spirit of shalom, “God’s highest good to 
you.” “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities 
and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every 
good work, To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, 
but gentle, showing all meekness unto all men. For 
we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 
But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior 
toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:1–7).

So, in these portentous times, let us strive to be 
peacemakers. Let us seek the knowledge of God: that He 
lives, that Christ is in the world reconciling the world to 
Himself. Bravely witnessing that He took upon Himself 
the sins of the world, “the iniquity of us all,” was 
crucified, but overcame death by the power of the Spirit, 
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and was raised from the dead that we all would have the 
promise of eternal life. Then, we shall be called a child 
of God.

You can find out more about us on the church 
webpage (www.theremnantchurch.com) under 
“LeadershipApostles.” You can reach me at rwalsh@
theremnantchurch.com, or use the “Contact” tab from the 
webpage.

“Learn of me, and listen to my words; walk in the 
meekness of my Spirit and you shall have peace in me” 
(D&C 18:2n).

Does peculiar, odd, strange, and weird mean 
the same thing? We are told to be a peculiar people. 
Do you remember the story of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego found in the book of Daniel? King 
Nebuchadnezzar had made an image of gold and 
commanded everyone that, when they heard the music 
play, to fall down and worship this golden image and 
their gods. These three Jewish men who were set in 
authority over the affairs of certain provinces, were 
confronted as to why they would not fall down and 
worship at the king’s decree. Death by the fiery furnace 
was the punishment if anyone refused. The king asked 
why and they said, “We will worship our one and only 
God,” which angered the king and commanded the 
furnace to be heated seven times more than normal. 
When they bound them and threw them in they saw 
four men walking around.

In this day of chaos with good becoming evil and evil 
becoming good, we must keep the faith and obey God’s 
word and listen to that still small voice. There are some 
who will laugh at you because you believe in Jesus. They 
may ridicule you for praying over everything you have, 
even your meals in a restaurant. There may be some 
that say you are strange or peculiar. I wonder what they 
thought of those three men in their day? 

You are welcome to join us for our weekly calls:
Wednesday prayer service is at 7:00 p.m. Central. 
Sunday class is at 9:00 a.m. Central.
Phone number: (646) 749-3129
Access number: 415-354-341#

Greetings from the Elders’ Quorum. 

An active quorum is successful with the support of its 
members meeting regularly. My brother Ken Byrd and I 
have put a lot of thought, effort, and prayer into trying to 
know how and what to do to meet the needs of the quorum 
members to prepare the elders for the times ahead. 

In our meetings we have been studying the endowment 
and the R-Revelations. The sign of the times are upon us. 
It seems hard for the world to distinguish good from evil. 
According to the world, there is no right or wrong way, 
it is only the way you see it. To know the truth can only 
come through our study of Christ’s word.

Consider this verse from the Book of Moroni 7:18: 
“Wherefore I beseech of you, brethren, that ye should 
search diligently in the light of Christ, that ye may know 
good from evil; and if ye will lay hold upon every good 
thing, and condemn it not, ye certainly will be a child 
of Christ.” 

As elders, we are to care for the flock, to prepare a people 
ready to receive Christ, and to prepare for His coming: 
Having a people who will have oil in their lamps, waiting 
his arrival, not being left behind asking for oil. 

We continue to pray for you as found in the Book 
of Moroni 8:3, “I am mindful of you always in my 
prayers, continually praying unto God the Father, in 
the name of his holy child, Jesus, that he, through his 
infinite goodness and grace, will keep you through the 
endurance of faith on his name to the end.” 

May we continue in prayer for all His people, as we 
prepare for His Kingdom to come on earth. 
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As the year 2021 winds down, so too does what has 
been an eventful and spiritual year for the saints of the 
South Central District. 

On the weekend of November 5th through 7th, Teacher Alex 
Tibbitts coordinated the annual SCD Priesthood Retreat 
at the Blackgum Campgrounds, with President Terry 
Patience serving as the keynote speaker at Blackgum 
Branch on Sunday morning. All priesthood throughout 
the church were encouraged to attend.  

We are earnestly looking forward to the New Year and 
the limitless opportunities for fellowship, worship, and 
service which it will surely present. 

My heart is the Lord’s, my love is yours, and my service 
will always be to help bring forth the Zion we love and 
cherish.

Apostle Ralph W. Damon

Greetings saints, and the combined best wishes from 
the CPZ leadership to each family for the coming 
Thanksgiving holidays, and the potential gathering of 
families and friends in recognition of the many gifts of 
life and fortune we experience each day of our lives. 
Despite the ragged world around us, there are still so 
many things to be thankful for that we could spend most 
of our days thanking God for His majesty and goodness 
toward every one of us.

This has been an extremely hard autumn for the Remnant 
church regarding the impact of the Covid 19 virus among 
so many of our families. The loss in deaths has been 
slight but powerful as we have lost some of our most 
beloved members and friends. And there are still many 
who suffer from this disease, waiting for good health to 
return so they can regain their places among us in service 
and worship. And we cannot forget the sudden loss of our 
brother, Brian Williams, a loss that was so unexpected 
and difficult that his family, and the Church at large, will 
find full recovery a long time in coming. He was such 
a calming presence with a gentle, quiet ministry and an 
ever-abiding love for Annie and his boys – he will be 
sorely missed.

The final few months of the year are now here and the last 
few scheduled activities for the CPZ are quickly coming 
forth. I want to, as I always do, thank the four presiding 
elders for their devoted service and commitment to 
the saints under their leadership. These men, and 
their families, pay a heavy burden in accepting the 
responsibility of nurturing the saints toward the greater 
Kingdom to come. The price of their ministry in time, 
resources, travel, commitment, and dedication is often 
not known to us but is assuredly know by God. May His 
rich blessings continue to be extended to each one of 
these men’s families and loved ones.

I end my tenure as the president of the Center Place of 
Zion at the end of December. The First Presidency will 
assume that leadership role, and I trust that they will 
inherit the same energy from the saints that I experienced 
on my first evening in September 2019 when I accepted 
this ministry. There is so much to build toward, so many 
blessings to receive and participate in when we are 
working toward that common cause of the Kingdom. 
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As we approach the Christmas season, we begin to 
ponder the wonders of the birth of Christ. Most musicians, 
and especially church musicians and members, look 
forward to singing the wonderful hymns of the season. 

Many Christmas hymns were written centuries ago. One 
such hymn is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”. This 
was originally titled “Come Emmanuel” as part of the 
Antiphons group of hymns sung by early Christians. 
The Antiphons anticipate the birth of Christ, celebrating 
His arrival as humanity’s Savior. “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel” specifically asks Jesus to come to earth and 
save mankind. As with many Christmas hymns, it also 
pleads for peace on earth. 

“O come desire of nations, 
bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease, 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace”

Many Remnant Saints love to sing “Joy to the World”. 
When English hymnist Isaac Watts published the song in 
1719, he intended it to be sung for Easter. His lyrics refer 
to the second coming of Christ based on Psalm 98. In this 
sense, the hymn looks to the future and gives us hope as 
stated in the fourth verse. 

“He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove

 the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, And wonders of his love, 

and wonders, and wonders of his love.”
(www.incourage.me/2013/History of Christmas Carols)

“Silvery Star” is a favorite Christmas hymn of many 
Restoration Saints. It was written by Elbert A. Smith, a 
son of David Hyrum and Clara C. Hartshorn Smith. Roy 
Cheville states in his book, They Sang of the Restoration” 
that this hymn “reflects the simplicity and sincerity of his 
life and the faith of Christ, central in his life.” It truly 
presents the story of Christ’s birth.

 “Beautiful song, wondrous song, 
kneeling shepherds wept to hear, 
Chanted by God’s holy throng, 

Singing peace and joy and cheer.”

May we fill this season with the singing of the glorious 
Christmas hymns that have blessed mankind for many 

years with the message of Christ’s birth and the plea for 
peace on earth.

Pre-baptismal manuals for children have been revised 
and updated by Megan Romer. It is a very modern version 
of the previous book with additions about Joseph Smith 
Jr. These full color copies will be available soon for $8.00 
each. 
Check out the church website for the curriculum catalogue 
and other useful information. 
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Blue Springs Congregation – by Miriam Moore
Blue Springs Congregation has had many activities. We 
hosted a day of fellowship which included a barbecue 
and watching another episode of the 
“Restoration Heritage” slides presented 
by Apostle Rod Walsh. The slides have 
been very interesting and informative. 
Being back together has been so 
refreshing. We have also enjoyed and appreciated people 
from other branches coming to join us. We are grateful 
for those who manned the grill and brought food, and 
also those who showed up and shared their presence and 
smiles! 

Blue Springs is thrilled to have hosted several baptisms, 
including Ray and BranDee Darnell’s nieces, Zephyr and 
Tabitha Douglas, on July 25th. They were both baptized by  
Seventy Darrin Moore. Zephyr was confirmed by Darrin 
Moore and assisted by Apostle Steve Tims. Tabitha was 
confirmed by Steve Tims and assisted by Darrin Moore. 
Isabel Sisk from Bountiful Branch blessed us by playing 
her violin for the baptismal service. 

We also hosted a baptism on August 15th for James 
Kevin Alexander, a twelve-year-old young man from 
California. His mother, Brooke, is Aaronic High Priest 
Kevin Romer’s niece. James was baptized and confirmed 
by Kevin. Apostle Ralph Damon gave the baptismal 
remarks. 

We have also been rejoicing with the news that Dave and 
Shayna Tims are expecting their first child, due in 2022, 
and pray that everything goes well for them all! 

Kathie Mills’ daughter (and the late Verne Gilliam’s 
granddaughter), Rachael, was married to Kyle Leng in 
Canada on September 25th! We are excited for them in 
this new adventure. We are also happy that Kathie was 
able to travel to and from Canada to be there in person for 
this special event, as it had been uncertain if she would 
be able to with all the “COVID Craziness” of the past 
couple of years. What a blessing. 

Stephanie Durant and her daughter Teresa came and 
visited Blue Springs on September 12th! We really 
appreciated Stephanie playing the piano for us during the 
service that day! It was lovely. 

We also were privileged to have Keilah Zahner play the 
piano for us during a recent service and are grateful for 
her sharing her gifts.

Seventies Chad Buttery and Ray Setter presided over our 
Wednesday evening prayer service on October 13th. We 
appreciated the rich ministry they brought!

We have also appreciated the visiting preaching ministry 
of Apostle Matthew Goodrich and Seventy Ray Setter.

We have started Sunday school for the children recently. 
Pre-K through Kindergarten is led by Pat Walsh and 
Christy Mercer, and the Junior class is led by Darrin and 
Melody Moore. The children are having a great time 
together and there is a lot of very thoughtful and loving 
preparation going into the plans by our teachers. We 
thank them for volunteering their time, love, and efforts.
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Center Congregation – by Cindy Patience
Summer has fast turned into fall and a 
long cold winter lies ahead, but as it cools 
and the leaves change, it is full of love 
and warmth at Center Congregation. Late 
this summer a music program was held 
outside and enjoyed by many. Erica Jobe 
gathered several talented young people to provide sacred 
music.

Our good pastor, who will be continuing in that capacity 
for at least another year, Eddie Gates, has had monthly 
picnic meals for the priesthood of Center Congregation 
at his home. This has been greatly appreciated by all who 
have attended, and we thank him and Erin, who no doubt 
helps in some way.

We have mixed emotions about the foster children of 
the Faulk family. They have been accepted as adoptees 
together and left this week for Florida to stay with their 
possibly adoptive family who are a young and active 
couple. We will all miss them very much but wish them 
happiness in their new home.

Our pastor, Eddie Gates assisted Dennis Evans with the 
fall Reunion/Retreat at the Salvation Army Camp here in 
Independence. The week from Wednesday, October 27th, 
until Sunday, October 30th, was lovely and the people who 
attended grew in closeness and in spiritual awakening 
among themselves. Dani Patrick and Kelli Woods served 
as camp nurses in spite of many other demands in their 
lives right now, as David Patrick had surgery and awaits 
several others. He is in our prayers. The classes and 
services from the retreat will be on the livestream library 
soon. Over 100 Saints attended, with about 10 from 
outlying areas. We were glad to see Brother Jim Gates 
there, for a short while at least. His presence made things 
complete.

Eli Woods and his lovely bride, Samantha, were married  
late Summer, and we wish them years of happiness 
together. We have been so blessed to have Sherri and 
Raymond Morrison in our midst, and they have already 
contributed with music and other projects. Their son, 
Timothy Morrison, was married two weeks ago and is 
employed in Pennsylvania, and we wish them happiness 
as well. 

We are happy that Tamara and Duane Williams have 
recovered from COVID-19 and we see God’s hand in 
that. We are still missing Jonna Patterson as we move 

Bountiful Congregation – by Megan Romer
We are moving into the end of the year 
at Bountiful with very sad news. Our 
pastor, neighbor, and friend, Elder Brian 
Williams, passed away suddenly on 
September 29, 2021. Our hearts hurt 
from missing him, and we continue to 
pray for his family and our congregation. Elder Sean 
Purvis has stepped in to fulfill pastoral duties.
Since June we have enjoyed the guest ministry of Eric 
Wilson, Rodney Walsh, Don Kite, Ben Galbraith and 
Terry Patience.

It was Promotion Sunday in October and we now have 
children in the following grades: 
Adeline Purvis & Daniel Romer– Pre-K 
Kevin Romer – Kindergarten 
Elodie Kreutner & Arianna Sisk – 1st Grade 
Zachary Purvis – 2nd Grade 
James Kreutner & Natalie Romer – 3rd Grade 
Charlotte Purvis & Lydia Purvis – 4th Grade 
Elizabeth Purvis & Robert Sisk – 6th Grade 
Isabel Sisk – 8th Grade

Joe and Glennis Bryant have broke ground on their home, 
and we are prayerfully awaiting its completion. 

Bottom row - Adeline Purvis, Natalie Romer, 
Lydia Purvis, Arianna Sisk, Elodie Kreutner, Daniel Romer

Top row - Elizabeth Purvis, Robert Sisk, Isabel Sisk
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forward but we know that she is serving just as hard on 
the other side, without physical restraint.

The First Presidency has met with Center Congregation 
to discuss the plans for the new holy sanctuary to be 
placed in the Holmes Room, to the southwest of the 
sanctuary, sometime in the next year or two. The Center 
Congregation sanctuary will not be changed, but there 
may be some updates to the ladies restroom area. We 
look to God for help and guidance in this effort and as we 
face the trials ahead.

Carthage Branch – by Robin Bayless
The Carthage Branch is so blessed and 
thankful for all the support that has been 
sent our way. We are small in number 
but a couple have started coming to 
church. We thank Brother Roger Tracy 
for sharing the gospel. Also, Brother 
Bruce Terry with his enthusiasm for the gospel, continues 
sharing with this church family. John Atkins and Jared 
Dollen from Rogers, Arkansas, have visited our branch, 
and Brother John gave an informative lesson on the 
church. We appreciate their support.

We pray for wisdom and strength as we strive to do the 
Lord’s will in the days ahead.

Sperry Branch – by Samantha Van Meter
The Sperry Branch was very happy 
to celebrate the ordination of Parker 
Tibbitts to the office of deacon in 
August. Members from several 
congregations came to the service to support him. We 
are excited to have a new priesthood member and look 
forward to Parker’s ministry. 

In other good news, Amber Selvidge, daughter of Jonnetta 
Selvidge, was recently recruited by Yale University. 
She has now accepted their position as Director of Yale 
Cancer Center Regulatory Affairs and Senior Assistant 
Director of the Yale Cancer Center Clinical Trials Office 
in New Haven, Connecticut. She is returning to fight 
cancer because that is what she loves doing. Yale was 
so impressed with her credentials that they converted the 
position from a full-time in-house position to a remote 
position with quarterly visits so that Amber could remain 
in her hometown of Tulsa, OK. 

Unfortunately, our branch has been affected by COVID 
for the first time since the pandemic began. A few of our 
members caught the virus including Apostle Roger Tracy. 
He was in the hospital for over a month fighting the virus 
but has now been moved to another facility to finish 
out his treatment and rehabilitation. We look forward to 
having him back at church when he is fully recovered 
and thank God for His blessings watching over Roger 
through his illness. 

Our branch is now providing an audio streaming of 
our 11:00 a.m. worship services via Anchor. For more 
information, the download is available here:

https://anchor.fm/sperry-branch
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Michigan Branch – by Kathleen Haley
HELLO FROM MICHIGAN! 

We are still here. It’s been a long time 
since you’ve heard from us. Between the 
pandemic of COVID-19, our meeting 
places being closed, serious illnesses, 
and two deaths, we have had to cancel 
almost all of our services since March 2020. We also 
have several Canadian saints who fellowshipped with us 
and, as of today, September 18, the US/Canadian border 
is still closed. We look forward to the border opening to 
all who have been vaccinated on November 1st. 

Although our branch is very small, and there have been 
a multitude of sicknesses, we continue to have faith. We 
have left the healing in the Lord’s hands. Please continue 
to pray for us. In many ways, we’ve been greatly blessed 
- “No COVID-19” among those in our branch. Praise the 
Lord!

We have had a few services since June. Top attendance 
has been six saints. On October 17th we had communion. 
The Spirit of God was also in attendance, and it was a 
great service. God is faithful to His promise, “For where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).

Southern Indiana Branch – by Rebecca Paris
Greetings dear friends! It is hard to believe that 
fall and winter are here! Our college students 
continue to thrive and our loyal members 
meet most Sundays for worship.  We share all 
our Sunday services on Facebook Live at the 
Remnant Church of Jesus Christ - Southern 
Indiana page. We love our online attendees!!

We had a special treat this October. We were able to 
host a beautiful wedding rehearsal for Barbara Byrne’s 
granddaughter, Emily. Emily and Levi are a beautiful 
couple and we wish them the best in their marriage.

May God be with you until we can meet again is our 
prayer.

Emily and Levi Meyers
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I began reading about John Whitmer, the first church historian. John was also one of the eight witnesses to the Book 
of Mormon plates. He was born in 1802 and was able to serve as a scribe for Joseph Smith, Jr., as Joseph translated 
the Book of Mormon. John was baptized in June of 1829 and was present at the organization of the church on April 6, 
1830. He was ordained an elder on June 9, 1830, and in December of that same year, John moved from New York to 
Kirtland, Ohio. On March 8, 1830, John was called to “write and keep a regular history” of the church (D&C 47). On 
June 4, 1831, John was ordained a high priest and later that year moved to Independence, Missouri.

In November 1831, a church conference was held in Hiram, Ohio, where it was decided that they would send Oliver 
Cowdery and John Whitmer to Independence, Missouri, with the revelations which had been received to that point. 
They were to have the revelations printed by W. W. Phelps on the church’s printing press. 

John Whitmer later married Sarah Marie Jackson on February 10, 1833. Together, they had to flee to Clay County, 
Missouri, as the saints were mobbed in Jackson County. John then helped organize the Saints’ move to Caldwell 
County, Missouri. On March 10, 1838, John Whitmer along with his entire family, his brother-in-law, Oliver Cowdery, 
and W.W. Phelps were excommunicated from the church over leadership questions and church funds usage. John 
remained in Far West, Missouri, until a sermon by Sidney Rigdon warned the “dissenters” in their midst of possible 
physical harm at which point John moved his family to the city of Richmond in neighboring Ray County, Missouri. 

After the saints fled Missouri, they arrived in Quincy, Illinois, over the winter of 1838-39. John returned to Far West 
and purchased many of the lands that had been hastily emptied of the saints. John died on July 11, 1878, at the age 
of 75 being buried in Kingston, Missouri. John did keep the commandment to keep a history of the church while he 
remained a member. This work he called The Book of John Whitmer, Kept by Commandment. His manuscript is in the 
archives of the Community of Christ. John started his manuscript with the church’s move from New York to Ohio and 
he continued through his excommunication. He also wrote about his position on what he believed was mistreatment by 
Sidney Rigdon and Joseph Smith, Jr.

It is enlightening to read the history of John Whitmer because we find what HE decided was important to record. By 
the current popular method of history, his writings are not considered actual “history” but more a “primary source 
for research.” This has become the thought process for “historians” in the field of Mormon history. We can trace 
the beginning of this thought process to the 1950’s with LDS historians like Leonard J. Arrington and non-member 
historians like Thomas O’Dea. 

A big proponent of this new process of historical writing called “New Mormon history” was church historian 
Richard P. Howard. In the introduction to his church history, The Church Through the Years, Howard outlines in the 
introduction his influence on getting the RLDS church to change how they viewed history from a faith-based style to 
a humanistic/dispassionate style. This style of history fails to account for the faith of the people and openly discounts 
God’s involvement in human history. It is said that this “New Mormon history” is an effort to avoid using history as 
a religious battering ram. Many also try to point out that faith-based history fails to show the truth if it does not make 
the faithful look good.

It is important to examine history honestly with an open understanding of the prejudices and theological positions of 
the different persons involved. In telling our story of how we strive to follow the call of the Lord and of the full gospel, 
how can we tell our story fully if we are not honest? Part of that honesty is that we are looking back and judging 
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people that we do not know. Even recent history makes judgements on motives and what weight is given to different 
testimonies. The early church, both apostolic and restored, struggles with sinful people through which God is actively 
working. In seeing that history, we are called to give grace honestly. Giving grace does not deny anything that occurred 
but places it within the call to fulfill our calling as a church - “called into renewal to preach the fullness of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ to all who will listen, and to prepare and gather a righteous people for the building of the Kingdom of 
God on earth, Zion.”

I was recently looking into the lives of the first twelve apostles of the restored church and came across the story of 
William McLellin who served in the Council of Twelve from its renewal on February 15, 1835, to May 11, 1838. 
William was born on January 18, 1806, to Charles and Sarah McLellin. Sarah McLellin was a Cherokee. He came 
into contact with the church in Paris, Illinois, and was later baptized by Hyrum Smith on August 20, 1831, and then 
ordained an elder. William married his first wife in 1829 but she died in 1831. William remarried in 1832 to Emeline 
Miller with whom he had six children. 

William was excommunicated on May 11, 1838, during the troubles in northern Missouri. He then joined with the 
mobs that actively persecuted the saints. William continued to believe that the Book of Mormon was true throughout 
the remainder of his life. He associated with several different organizations after the death of Joseph Smith, Jr.; Sidney 
Rigdon, David Whitmer, George Hinkle, James Strang, and Granville Hedrick. William McLellin died on April 24, 
1883, in Independence, Missouri.

William kept journals from his time with the church and even after. These journals have since been published except 
for one notebook. William is supposed to have complained about the Latter Day Saint church making “such a fuss” 
about Joseph’s first vision, because while William had been part of the church he reports that the church did not even 
talk about it. For me, this presents an interesting thought process. What events in our history do we make a priority 
as we tell our story? It does not challenge the fact that the event happened or that the event was important. It is just a 
realization that for the early restored church the coming forth of the Book of Mormon was the focus. 

As we explore our own history, we can then look at what we find important as the continuation of the church restored in 
1830, the church reorganized in 1860, and the church renewed in 2000. As believers, we can see how God has guided 
each of these events as the maker of history. 

by High Priest Corwyn L. Mercer, Church Historian
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Continued from The Hastening Times Volume 84:

Not Our Own

As stewards, we own nothing. Everything we have 
is a gift from God, on loan from Him, and we’ve been 
given the assignment to manage it in a manner that 
pleases Him. And that doesn’t just mean our stuff, but 
also our bodies, our talents, our money, our minds, and 
our time. God cares about how we use all of it. 

Yes, God cares what we watch on TV, how much we 
exercise, what we eat, what job we have, how we 
manage our money, and whether we play an instrument 
or teach a class. We often think of these things as 
“nobody’s business,” but really, everything in our lives 
is God’s business. Because all of it still belongs to 
Him. It’s only our business at all because He decided 
to let us take care of it.

It is critical that we live our lives from a steward’s 
perspective, viewing everything we own, manage, or 
care for as a trust for our Master. The best explanation 
of why this is important is found in the Book of 
Mormon.

At its most basic level, the Book of Mormon is a series 
of stories of God’s people keeping His commandments, 
being prospered with gold, silver, crops, flocks, cloth, 
etc., as a result, and then falling into wickedness. This 
pattern is so prevalent that we tend to attribute wealth 
with wickedness, but that is not at all the lesson the 
Book of Mormon is trying to teach us. 

The Nephites and Lamanites didn’t become wicked 
because of their prosperity; they fell because of 
pride. Every single time, when the righteous fell into 
wickedness, it was because they began to take pride 
in their stuff. In other words, they lost sight of God’s 
ownership. They began to see themselves as the 
Master and not the steward, so they used their riches 
in whatever way they saw fit, despite the fact that God 
had given it all to them (Mosiah 2:36, 37). 

They stole from God. And God could no longer abide 
with them or bless them because He couldn’t trust 
them.

On the other hand, Job was considered a “perfect and 
upright” man because, even when all of his riches, 
flocks, herds, servants, and even family were taken 
from him, his response was, “The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord” (Job 1:21). He never lost sight of God’s 
ownership. Like Abraham with God’s command to 
sacrifice Isaac, he trusted God’s plan implicitly, despite 
the personal cost. He was not afraid because he knew 
God’s love.

The Plan

God has a plan that is higher than our understanding. 
He can’t help it, because He, Himself—our omnipotent 
and omnipresent God—is beyond even the ability of 
the human mind to understand. So it makes sense that, 
as God executes His plan, there will be a lot of things 
that happen, either to us or those around us, that are 
beyond our comprehension. It is our responsibility as 
His stewards to trust his wisdom.

We can’t fully do God’s work without love, and we can’t fully love without 
surrendering ourselves to God so he can teach us how to love his way. 

Please find below the concluding article of a series on how It All Starts With Love.
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by Erica A. S. Jobe

But sometimes we put conditions on our trust. We say 
we trust God to watch over us, lead us, protect us, and 
prosper us, but we also have our own thoughts on what 
that looks like. And when God strays from our internal 
definitions, we feel betrayed, angry, and abandoned. 
Some even decide that because they don’t understand 
why something happened, there must not be a God at all.

To put it bluntly, we do not have a right to understand 
why. Our job is to trust Him and surrender our will to 
Him. Our job is to live as His stewards and manage his 
resources wisely. Our job is to accept that we won’t always 
understand—in fact, we will probably not understand 
significantly more often than we do— because God’s 
ways are higher than ours. But loving God and dwelling 
in Him means surrendering to him. Like Job said, the 
Lord gave, and the Lord took, all to fulfill His plan. 

We can only fulfill His calling in our lives as our trust in 
Him is without borders. Only then will He trust us with 
the resources and necessary understanding to participate 
in His plan.

No Fear

We have a work to do. God has called us to it, and He 
offers us unlimited resources to accomplish it. But 
without love, it will never be. Without love, fear will 
overtake us and tell us we can not do it. It’s a hopeless 
venture. There’s no point in even trying. 

But let me tell you a secret: Satan is a lying liar. He wants 
you to stay afraid. He wants you to bury your talents so 
God can’t use them. Because he knows your worth. 

So ignore him! Call the doubts out for what they are. 
Dwell in God and rest on His promises. Pray mightily to 

be filled with His love—His perfect love that casts out 
fear—so He can use you to your fullest potential. Pray for 
a vision of what He can do through you (Earl R. Curry, 
The Endowment, p. 6).

Envision this with me for just a minute. Imagine Christ’s 
church. Imagine a people filled with such love that they 
have overcome their inborn fear of rejection to be valiant 
in their testimony of God’s love. Imagine a people who 
aren’t afraid to share the gifts and talents God has given 
them to build His Kingdom. Imagine a place where 
everyone is working in their endowed gifts, sharing, 
developing, managing, and growing. Doesn’t that sound 
a lot like Zion?

Like a choir, we all have a part to sing—a role to play in 
the building of Zion that requires us to discover, develop, 
and use the gifts God has given us. That’s why He gave 
them, and that’s why He asks us to be faithful stewards of 
them. He has a plan. It’s up to us whether we will bury or 
multiply those gifts. 

And it all starts with love.

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the 
Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may 
be filled with this love which he hath bestowed upon 
all who are true followers of his Son Jesus Christ, 
that ye may become the sons of God, that when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is, that we may have this hope, that we may 
be purified even as he is pure. Amen” (Moroni 7:53).
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Over the last view months, the First Presidency has been contemplating what plans we might have for the CPZ in 
2022. Those thoughts revolve around what activities and services might be appropriate, as well as what leadership is 
needed.

As to the leadership, we have known for some time that Brother Ralph Damon, the current CPZ President, would 
like to spend most of his time ministering in the Quorum of Twelve. The First Presidency agreed. So, we needed to 
consider who should fill those shoes. We are also aware that many of the church’s workers are very busy with their 
church ministries, with their careers, and with their families. Therefore, we did not want to overburden someone with 
the responsibility of directing a large CPZ program. 

We find in the Remnant Administrative Policies and Procedures, page 14:
“The Primary purpose of the Center Place of Zion is to bring the branches located in the Center Place into closer 
harmony through joint activities.” 

To help me consider a plan, I reviewed how the people in our scriptures honored the Sabbath, and how our grandparents 
and great-grandparents may have honored the Sabbath. Basically, I found that they gathered for worship, meals, 
fellowship, and classes or sermons. 

I also know that the branches desire to have the flexibility to have their own activities, meaning that we shouldn’t plan 
a CPZ service or activity for every Sunday.

While in retreat to consider the options, the Lord reminded me of a plan for Sunday gatherings that came from a pre-
COVID idea at Center Branch, that of having a Super Sunday. 

The idea is simple. We gather in one place for Sunday morning early worship at 9:15 a.m., have classes much like we 
do now, enjoy a meal together, have an activity, classes, or presentation for 60 to 90 minutes, and a short worship to 
dismiss us. The day would end around 2:30 p.m., and all could return to their homes. We would do this four times in 
the year. 

With this lighter schedule of events, the First Presidency felt that we could take the leadership role for the year.

We would like to invite the four Center Place Branches to participate, and to have anyone who wishes to come to 
Independence for the day, to share in the events. Housing could be arranged in the Conference Center, or that of your 
own choosing.

The schedule for 2022 is:
 CPZ Super Sundays: March 20th, May 22nd, September 18th, and November 20th. 

 CPZ 5th Wednesday Night Services on: March 30th, June 29th, August 31st, and November 30th. 

We hope that you will find the experience beneficial as we worship together, talk together, share in a meal together, play 
together, or work together. More details will follow.

This should help fulfill the goal of bringing us into closer harmony. 

We wish that the Center Place of Zion could be filled with more saints. Someday, it will be. This would allow for a 
more organized area of the church. For now, let us gather and rejoice in what the Lord has given us.

by Terry W. Patience
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

“The hastening time is here and greater unity than ever before is necessary if the forces of opposition are to be met; and 
such unity will prevail if those holding the priesthood will remember their commission to preach the gospel, and each 
officer will strive to discharge his own duty and magnify his calling” (Doctrine and Covenants 135:2b–c).

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2021-2022
  Event  Dates  Contact

Winter Youth Retreat  December 27–29, 2021  Cristin Buttery
6th–12th Grade        (cristin3535@gmail.com)

Aaronic Priesthood Retreat February 25–27, 2022  Isaiah Woods
          (boonish30@gmail.com) 

2022 General Conference April 6–10, 2022   Remnant Church Office
          (816) 461-7215

Junior Camp    July 6–9, 2022   Youth Leaders
          (eswilson2002@yahoo.com)

Junior High Camp   July 9–16, 2022   Youth Leaders
          (eswilson2002@yahoo.com)

Senior High Camp   July 16–23, 2022   Youth Leaders
          (eswilson2002@yahoo.com)


