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As the deer  panteth for the water As the deer  panteth for the water 
so my soul longeth after you.so my soul longeth after you.

You alone are my hearts desireYou alone are my hearts desire
and I long to worship you.and I long to worship you.
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One of the saint’s favorite hymns is number 154, As the Deer. The first line of the hymn is found on the cover of this 
issue. The hymn refers to a deer “panting” for water and compares that to how we should pant for a relationship with the 
Savior, and we should. It repeats several times that He should be our heart’s desire.

I googled the question as to how much water a deer can drink in a day. The answer was 3 to 5 quarts a day. The 
recommended water intake for a person is 2 quarts (eight 8-ounce glasses). So, the hymn is recommending that we 
double our intake per day if we were to take in as much as a deer. Of course, the song isn’t about doubling our water 
intake. It’s talking about our spiritual intake. 

We have deer that frequent our backyard near a creek. I doubt that they ever have a shortage of water. They have 
chosen to stay close to the water supply just as we should choose to stay close to Christ who supplies our spiritual 
needs. But, if the creek would dry up, the deer would certainly be “panting” for water. The provider of our spiritual 
needs never dries up. 

As I have watched the deer, I have noticed just how alert they are to what is around them. Every sound is picked 
up and evaluated. Every bit of movement around them is noticed. Everything that is not normal is evaluated as to 
whether it is a danger. If it is, the deer flees from the danger and seeks cover in a safe place. Or, if the danger is upon 
them, they face the perceived threat and watch it for its next move. Our safe place is in our relationship with our 
Savior. When we are in a solid relationship with Him, we sense when something around us is a danger. We become 
watchful of that which will pull us away from God. So, we pant for the Spirit when we are in that right relationship, 
and we pant for the Spirit when we in danger.

The chorus reads: 
You alone are my strength, my shield; 

To you alone may my spirit yield, 
You alone are my heart’s desire, 

And I long to worship thee.
In Arthur Oakman’s book, He Who Is, he says that “worship is the quickening of the conscience by the holiness of 
God…worship is the opening of our hearts – submission or surrender of our wills to the purpose of God…worship is 
the gathering of all the facets of our nature…into one attitude of adoration…the spirit of awe” (page 86, 87).

“But that ye would humble yourselves before the Lord, and call on his holy name, and watch and pray continually…
thus led by the Holy Spirit…” (Alma 10:28).

 Terry W. Patience

 For the First Presidency

From the First Presidency…
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2023 Camp and VCS Dates Set:
Vacation Church School  June 26–29
Junior Camp    July 5–8
Junior High Camp   July 8–15
Senior High Camp  July 15–22

Youth Activities:
F.I.S.H - Is a church youth group for those in grades 6–12. 
They meet every Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Conference Center. Leaders are Josh Madding and 
Cristin Buttery.
Handmaidens/Warriors is a church youth group for 
children in Kindergarten–5th grade. They meet every 
Monday from 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. in the Conference 
Center. Leaders are Cristin Buttery, Alisa Friedrich, 
Tiffany Terry, Tyler Kreutner, and Eric Wilson.

Zion’s Academy:
Zion’s Academy once again opened for school this year 
on August 30, 2022. Your prayers for our teachers and 
students are appreciated!

Heartland Book of Mormon Event:
Lectures will be held in the Conference Center starting on 
Friday, November 4th at 5:00 p.m. and continue during 
the day on Saturday, November 5th.

Dance Classes begin September 5th!: 
Seven weeks of FREE dance and movement classes 
culminating with a performance to show the skills that 
have been learned as we praise God for music and 
movement! (4 classes need to be attended to perform. If 
any classes have not had attendees after the first 2 weeks, 
they will be canceled.) Classes available are:
Monday: 
Boys class (ages 6 and under) 4:40 to 5:10 p.m.
Tumbling (ages 5 to adult) 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday:
Creative movement (ages 3 to 5) 5:00 to 5:40 p.m.
Creative movement (ages 5 to 6) 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.
Ballet (ages 10 and under) 6:30 to 7:15 p.m.
Thursday:
Combination class (ages 7 to 12) 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Ballet (ages over 10) 6:00-6:45 p.m.

Adult Class (ages 12 and over) 6:45–7:00 p.m.
Description of each class:
Boys’ class - play on mats, learn tricks & use LOTS of 
energy!
Tumbling class - we will be building strength, flexibility, 
and learning the correct way to execute tumbling skills 
(cartwheels, handstands, etc).
Adult class - move to the beat, find emotion in the music 
and have a great time.
Combination classes - learning jazz and ballet skills, 
flexibility, strength, and balance. We will learn a short 
dance and have lots of fun!
Ballet class - learn ballet skills, correct terminology, and 
proper form.

Baptisms:
We welcome the following new members by baptism:
Jeremiah Baker of Zion’s Hill Congregation
Francine Baldridge of Blackgum Branch
Brian Breazier of Zion’s Hill Congregation
Tammy Carter of Blackgum Branch
Jonathon Greene of Blackgum Branch
Rileigh Terry of Zion’s Hill Congregation

Affiliations:
We are happy to welcome the following new members 
by affiliation:
Robert Lightfoot, Jr of the Sperry Branch
David Lute of Zion’s Hill Congregation
Mark Rosson of the Blackgum Branch

With Sympathy For Those Left Behind:
We remember, with fond memories, the following 
dedicated saints. Our prayers are with their families.

First Michigan Branch: Muriel Nolff, Thomas 
Vanderwalker
Sperry Branch: Wanda (Naoma) Minjarez, James 
Sanders
Zion’s Hill Congregation: Rebecca Anderson, Sharon 
Haley, Lee Killpack, Michael Lytle, Mabel Marsh-Corn,
Chris Van Meter 
Eastern Region: John Calhoun
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Many human beings consider themselves to be totally self-sufficient. Many like to boast that they are “self-made 
men” or “self-made women” and do not owe anybody anything. When we, as humans, feel that we are totally capable, 
and don’t need anybody for anything (including God), we can become arrogant, smug, self-important, and, at times, 
self-righteous.

God wants us to come to the realization in life that we need Him and that we are totally dependent upon Him. When 
life is progressing too easily, and too smoothly, we can feel all-powerful ourselves, and feel we don’t need to subjugate 
ourselves to our Lord; we may not feel the need to pray, we may not feel the need to demonstrate and acknowledge to 
God our total dependence on Him.

God certainly does not cast unnecessary burdens upon us, nor callously throw trials and tribulation in our paths, 
however, He can take the difficulties we are confronted with in life and use them to stimulate us to recognize our 
dependence upon Him. From a familiar scripture in the New Testament, Apostle Paul talks about being thankful for his 
“thorn in the flesh.” He said that thanks to his “thorn in the flesh”, when he is weak, then is he strong, because it is 
then that he feels the urge to go to his Lord in prayer, for the love and support he is promised.

As Remnant saints, we look to the three standard books for our knowledge and insight into God’s relationship with 
mankind. We read in the Doctrine and Covenants, “Verily, I say unto you, concerning your brethren who have been 
afflicted, and persecuted, and cast out from the land of their inheritance, I, the Lord, have suffered the affliction 
to come upon them, wherewith they have been afflicted in consequence of their transgressions; yet, I will own 
them, and they shall be mine in that day when I shall come to make up my jewels. Therefore, they must needs be 
chastened, and tried, even as Abraham, who was commanded to offer up his only son; for all those who will not 
endure chastening, but deny me, cannot be sanctified…They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their 
God; therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble. 
In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but in the day of their trouble, of necessity they feel after 
me” (D&C 98:1–3).

As we read these words, we are reminded of what God tells us in Proverbs, in the Old Testament, where we read, 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes; fear the Lord, and depart from evil…My son, 
despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction; For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; 
even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding” (Proverbs 3:5–7, 11–13).

Followers of God with a background in the Restoration are blessed to be equipped with the “fullness of the gospel,” in 
that we have the Holy Scriptures, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Book of Mormon. These Three Standard Books, 
as they are called, are consistent with one another as to how the Lord desires that mankind depend on Him, and how 
He desires us to develop a strong relationship to Him. So, we do read in each of the books, from scriptures that are 
consistent, describing the wisdom of relying upon God, and the fallacy of relying upon our own strength.

In Proverbs, 9: 10, we read “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; and the knowledge of the Holy is 
understanding.” Similarly, we read in Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good 
understanding have all they that do his commandments.” Concerning the concept of understanding God’s ways, 
Proverbs, 14:12 brings additional insight; “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof 



Issue 87 | www.theremnantchurch.com | 7

are the ways of death.” Interestingly, Proverbs 16:25 repeats the same thought, word for word, demonstrating how 
important this concept is to the Lord. Man should know what God thinks and expects, rather than relying on our own 
thoughts, concepts, and wisdom.

From the year 559 B.C., we read in the Second Book of Nephi from chapter 12, “Wo be unto him that shall say, We 
have received the word of God, and we need no more of the word of God, for we have enough…And blessed are 
those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom…Cursed is he 
that putteth his trust in man, or maketh flesh his arm, or shall hearken unto the precepts of men, save their precepts 
shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost…I will be merciful unto them, saith the Lord God, if they will repent 
and come unto me; for mine arm is lengthened out all the day long, saith the Lord God of hosts” (verses 35, 37, 39, 
41).

In the year 2022, most of us will agree we are living in trying times. We read in Doctrine and Covenants, section 1, 
verse 4, brought to the church from God through His prophet in the early 1830s, “Wherefore I the Lord, knowing the 
calamity which should come upon the inhabitants of the earth, called upon my servant Joseph Smith, Jr., and spake 
unto him from heaven, and gave him commandments, and also gave commandments to others, that they should 
proclaim these things unto the world…the weak things of the world shall come forth and break down the mighty 
and strong ones, that man should not counsel his fellow man, neither trust in the arm of flesh, but that every man 
might speak in the name of God the Lord, even the Savior of the world…that the fullness of my gospel might be 
proclaimed by the weak and the simple, unto the ends of the world, and before kings and rulers.”

We ask the question, do we feel we are living in a day of chaos, a time of calamity, at this time? Either we are, 
or according to section 1 referenced above, we will be at some point, and we will need ongoing insight from our 
heavenly Father. The church is blessed, gaining direction from God through His modern-day prophet, President Terry 
W. Patience. The Lord is able to speak directly to the church through this prophet, and the insights are brought before 
general conference to be placed within the Doctrine and Covenants. God’s willingness to speak to the church, to give 
ongoing revelation, allows Him to direct His people, helping to discourage man from relying on his own wisdom.

Throughout the Scriptures, the Lord reminds us of the importance of placing our confidence and faith in Him. In 
Jeremiah 17: 5–8, we read “Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm; 
and the man whose heart departeth from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see 
when good cometh;…Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as 
a tree planted by the waters.”

In the Old Testament, in the Book of Proverbs we have considerable insight into the importance of maintaining faith in 
God. In chapter 11:28 we read, “He that trusteth in his riches shall fall; but the righteous shall flourish as a branch.” 
In Proverbs 28: 25–26, we read, “He that is of a proud heart stirreth up strife; but he that putteth his trust in the 
Lord shall be made fat. He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool; but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.” 

There is no doubt that the Lord will continue to bless His church when we continue to resist trusting in our own wisdom, 
and resist trusting in our own arm. He will mightily bless us when we continue our efforts to trust Him completely and 
to further demonstrate our trust by keeping His commandments, walking together in unity, and enduring to the end in 
His service.

by President Michael B. Hogan



8 | The Hastening Times | Summer 2022

by Bishop Elbert H. Rogers

At the General Church Conference this past April, we took up a sacrificial offering for the Holy Sanctuary. 
Plans had been made to begin construction as soon as funds became available. We planned on having offerings given 
throughout the year for materials and planned to host workdays to get tasks completed.

What we had not planned on was the overwhelming response from the saints to get this project started. Praise God for 
giving direction to our prophet and for bringing His people to a new level of preparing for Christ’s return. 

The initial plan is a very simple structure where we convert Center Branch into a special worship center for God’s Spirit 
to dwell. Our initial goal for the special offering was roughly $60,000 dollars. The first offering taken at conference 
totaled approximately $84,000. Praise the Lord! 

On June 11th, we had our first scheduled workday. The goal was to empty the former sanctuary so renovation could 
begin. The work planned seemed overwhelming to accomplish, and it was thought that it would take two workdays. 

There were more than 200 chairs to move out and into storage. Then there was the piano, organ, pulpit, sound system, 
a very large built-in cabinet with shelves and drawers filled with supplies, and a large glass door book cabinet that all 
needed moving. A total of 24 light fixtures needed to be removed and all the wall-to-wall carpet had to be ripped up 
and thrown out.

Our rag-tag soldiers of the church, both men and women, started at 9:00 a.m. and were finished by 1:00 p.m. Four 
hours! 

What a blessed time we had, working together, side by side, with joy and love for our heavenly Father and each other. I 
really believe we had angels helping us and look forward to many more workdays with the same energy and dedication 
we had this day! 

Lord, this is Your sanctuary! May it please You, is our prayer. 

We remember the promises of God as written in Doctrine and Covenants 151:5 as we ponder the blessings that were 
poured out upon all those who participated in that June workday for the Lord’s Holy Sanctuary. 

“Harmony and charity must prevail among all of those now called under the name of my Remnant Church. Further 
obedience to the celestial law and the law of consecration is a necessary requirement for the preparation of the Bride. 
Even though wars and rumors of wars, political unrest, and moral decay are all around you, be not discouraged for 
lo, I am with you to the end. My work will not be frustrated, and be assured you are among those chosen to bring to 
pass my Kingdom in these last days” (Doctrine and Covenants 151:5a–b).

We witnessed all the workers gathered together doing many different tasks, all with a common goal to empty all the 
trash from the old sanctuary into the dumpster, then the rest of the items to be sorted and moved to different rooms 
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I, the Lord, desire that the church see the 
holy sanctuary as a place for worship, 

which is beyond what you have known, 
and as a sign that my Remnant Church is 

moving forward in the preparations for my return, 
and for worship in a temple.”

Doctrine and Covenants 170:1a

in the building. The piano and organ were moved to the fellowship hall, the chairs to the Holmes Room, books to the 
third-floor library or the Visitor’s Center, all the carpet cut out, pulled up, and thrown into the dumpster, and all the old 
cabinets broken up and removed.

The Spirit of the Lord was present as the workers gave of their time, talents, and gifts of mind, body and spirit to 
accomplish these goals to prepare for the construction phase of the Holy Sanctuary. The Spirit walked with us, guided 
us, protected us, loved us, and encouraged us. Fresh home-baked cookies also provided strength to the workers.

“I say again that a focus which is on a higher spiritual level of relationship with me is necessary as my church 
prepares for what is to come. Remember the covenants. Remember to be sacrificial. The holy sanctuary and the 
activities therein are necessary to uplift and prepare the people of the New Jerusalem” (Doctrine and Covenants 
170:1c). We are humbled through the prophetic office that leads the Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints.

“Continue my saints to gather in fellowship, study and worship, and in your unity you will find strength to do all 
things. I, the Lord, will always be with you to guide and direct your paths, even unto my coming with the Kingdom 
of Heaven” (Doctrine and Covenants 164:4b).

Brother Terry Patience and Brother Elbert Rogers 
working on the Holy Sanctuary

The First Presidency removes the first 
pieces of carpet in the Holy Sanctuary
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This is the sixth article of a series of articles based upon the 2017 material prepared for the Missionary-In-Training 
classes. The purpose of the material is: 1) to help all the missionaries in the church be better prepared to overcome 
the objections of the unchurched, 2) to help us solidify our own belief that there is a God, and He has a message for 
us. These articles are designed to be short and will not include all the material previously covered and may include 
some additional material.

In the first Missionaries-in-Training article, I stated that 
there are four questions apologetics like to answer: 1) Does 
truth exist? 2) Does God exist? 3) Are miracles possible? 4) 
Is the New Testament true?

This article will address the question as to whether 
miracles are possible? I believe they are. If God exists, 
then miracles exist. We live in a world where many 
people will say that miracles no longer exist, or never 
existed. Those who disclaim the existence of miracles are 
usually trying to disprove scripture and the existence of 
God.

A miracle is a special or extraordinary event that we can’t 
explain (not explicable by natural or scientific laws) and 
surpasses all known powers. It usually is an event that 
demonstrates God’s ways and advances the cause of 
Christ.

Many people claim that the events of the New Testament 
didn’t happen. Or that the miracles of the Book of 
Mormon didn’t happen. Or that what we consider to be 
God’s interventions in our lives don’t happen. 

Is there an explanation for the parting of the Red Sea? 
Or the ten plagues? Or the wine at the wedding? Or the 
healing of a blind man? Or the vision of Joseph Smith? 
Or the coming forth of the Book of Mormon? Or the 
many miracles recorded in the Book of Mormon? 

Miracles are those events that confront us with a sense 
that God’s power is incomprehensible and unexplainable. 
There are many such events that we can attribute to God, 
especially if we believe in Him.

On the web page: www.whatifURwrong.com by Mark 
Karapetyan, we read in one of the apologetic articles:

“One cannot believe in miracles without believing that 
a miracle-worker must first exist. Behind the important 

question of whether or not miracles are possible, lies the 
even bigger question, ‘Does God exist?’”

If one does not believe in God, in an omnipotent being 
who created and sustains the universe, then he/she will 
not accept the miraculous. Is there something or someone 
who is capable of overriding the laws of physics? If there 
is a God who is powerful enough to create the entire 
universe and the laws of physics out of nothing, then 
there is a God who is powerful enough to override those 
laws whenever He chooses to do so.”

Important tips as stated in the article:

1. Miracles are never about themselves. 
2. Miracles are never done for no reason or meaning. 
3. Miracles confirm the message. 
4. Miracles are visual. 
5. Miracles reveal the truth. 
6. Miracles increase faith. 
7. Miracles communicate to us. 
8. Magic and satanic signs are not miracles. 
9. Real miracles will never deceive. Fake miracles will   
    deceive. 
10. Miracles are always ‘good related’. Fake miracles are
     ‘evil related’. 
11. Real miracles always reveal truth. Fake miracles don’t. 
12. Real miracles always glorify God. Fake miracles don’t.
      (They even sometimes glorify man)

The greatest miracle is found in Genesis 1:3–4:“Yea, in 
the beginning I created the heaven, and the earth upon 
which thou standest. And the earth was without form, 
and void.” 

Miracles point to a miracle worker, which is why so 
many reject the idea. Interestingly, Stephen Hawking 
once stated that the universe was made from nothing. 
“Almost everyone now believes that the universe, and 
time itself, had a beginning…that space, time, and matter 
came out of nothing.” But he doesn’t have an explanation 
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by President Terry W. Patience

as to who or how something was created out of nothing. 
Must have been a miracle.

Again, the question is not do miracles exist, but does 
God exist? He does—then they are possible and do exist. 
They are a testimony that God wants to be a part of our 
lives and wants us to understand and see Him. 

Albert Einstein said: “There are only two ways to live 
your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The 
other is as if everything is.”

We find more information regarding miracles, by reading 
Mormon 4:69–83: “And now, if ye have imagined up 
unto yourselves a god who doth vary, and in him there 
is shadow of changing, then have ye imagined up unto 
yourselves a god who is not a god of miracles.

But behold, I will show unto you a God of miracles, 
even the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob; and it is that same God who created 
the heavens, and the earth, and all things that in them 
are.

Behold, he created Adam; and by Adam came the fall 
of man. And because of the fall of man, came Jesus 
Christ, even the Father and the Son; and because of 
Jesus Christ, came the redemption of man.

And because of the redemption of man, which came by 
Jesus Christ, they are brought back into the presence 
of the Lord; yea, this is wherein all men are redeemed, 
because the death of Christ bringeth to pass the 
resurrection, which bringeth to pass a redemption from 
an endless sleep, from which sleep all men shall be 
awakened by the power of God, when the trump shall 
sound;

And they shall come forth, both small and great, and 
all shall stand before his bar, being redeemed and 
loosed from this eternal band of death, which death is a 
temporal death;

And then cometh the judgment of the Holy One upon 
them; and then cometh the time that he that is filthy, 
shall be filthy still; and he that is righteous shall be 
righteous still; he that is happy, shall be happy still; and 
he that is unhappy, shall be unhappy still.

And now, O all ye that have imagined up unto yourselves 
a god who can do no miracles, I would ask of you, Have 
all these things past of which I have spoken? Has the 
end come yet?

Behold, I say unto you, Nay; and God has not ceased to 
be a God of miracles.

Behold, are not the things that God hath wrought 
marvelous in our eyes? Yea, and who can comprehend 
the marvelous works of God?

Who shall say that it was not a miracle, that by his word 
the heaven and the earth should be; and by the power of 
his word, man was created of the dust of the earth; and 
by the power of his word, hath miracles been wrought?

And who shall say that Jesus Christ did not do many 
mighty miracles?

And there were many mighty miracles wrought by the 
hands of the apostles.

And if there were miracles wrought, then why has 
God ceased to be a God of miracles, and yet be an 
unchangeable being?

And behold, I say unto you, He changeth not; if so, he 
would cease to be God; and he ceaseth not to be God, 
and is a God of miracles.

And the reason why he ceaseth to do miracles among 
the children of men, is because that they dwindle in 
unbelief, and depart from the right way, and know not 
the God in whom they should trust.”
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Many years ago I was privileged, and blessed, 
by God to meet a young lady, fall in love with her, and 
become part of another family whom I grew to love and 
treasure as much as my own. Bonnie’s father, Norman 
Page, was a long-time seventy in the Reorganized 
Church and I was often invited to travel with him on 
some of his shorter journeys of ministry. In some ways, 
I believe he was trying to train and educate me in the 
missionary processes. As a young, inexperienced 
minister at that time, I learned a lot from my 
father-in-law, but not as much as I should 
have. I was still learning from him when 
he passed on to his reward.

But there was one bit of counsel 
he gave me that became 
embedded in my mind and has 
never diminished in its impact. 
“Always preach the gospel” 
were those words I received 
from this outstanding minister. 
And as much as I have been able, 
and allowed the good Spirit to 
guide me, I have attempted to 
allow my preaching ministry to 
yield to that admonition. Perhaps it 
is also because of those words given 
to me long ago that I have found the 
messages of the Apostle Paul and his 
guidance towards one particular young 
man who followed him to be so similar.

As Paul was nearing the end of his ministry, he wrote 
an especially important letter to Timothy. In this letter, 
recorded in 2 Timothy, chapter 4, Paul gives Timothy 
some very specific responsibilities when he is involved 
in preaching the Word to those within his world. “I 
charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing in his kingdom; Preach the word; 
be instant in season, those who are out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and 
doctrine” (verses 1, 2).

Timothy had been traveling with Paul for a lengthy 
time; they had become close friends and it is likely 
Paul looked upon Timothy as a son to him. Several 
times Paul speaks to him with guidance and patience, 
much as a mentor and friend would do. But within this 
letter, Paul now speaks with force and strength, urging 
Timothy to greater expressions of ministry. And perhaps 
it is no coincidence that some of those same words 

were given to the priesthood of our day through 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, Jr.: “…to preach, 

teach, expound, exhort, and baptize, and 
administer the sacrament…” (Doctrine 

and Covenants 17:10a).

As indicated earlier, Paul’s 
direction to Timothy now becomes 
directive rather than suggestive. 
His use of the words “charge 
thee therefore before God and 
the Lord Jesus Christ” indicated 
the forcefulness Paul felt, that 
this is something that Timothy 
needs to take seriously. Paul is 
placing upon this him in such a 
manner that he cannot do anything 

other than fulfill this direction. 
Paul even infers that this charge is 

being witnessed by God and Jesus 
themselves.

When Paul references the person who will 
be judging the living and the dead at the end 

of the world, he is reinforcing to Timothy that this 
will be an action yet to come sometime in the future 
of the world. Christ had already been crucified and 
resurrected, thus, not around to do the judging at that 
time. Paul expressly states that this same Lord will 
“someday” be the judge of the living and the dead when 
He comes to His kingdom. Because of the difference 
that we have of scripture from the rest of Christianity, 
there is a variance of understanding what will happen 
prior to and at the time of this judgment. Paul indicates 
that all mankind will face that same judgment and he 
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charges Timothy to do all he can to assist as many as 
possible to a saintly judgment.

The next counsel given to Timothy sounds so very 
familiar to that given to me many years ago – “Preach 
the word!” A major emphasis of Paul’s ministry was 
his preaching of the Christ and His resurrection. He 
had not traveled with, nor likely ever met the Christ 
personally, so his ministry was fully earned by his 
spiritual relationship with Jesus. But his 
devotion to the truth that came to him 
through his Damascus experience, 
and his healing through the hands of 
Ananias, provided him the strength 
to endure the hardships of his later 
years of ministry. Now he wanted 
Timothy to have that same sense 
of urgency about his ministry. 
Timothy was to become the 
mouthpiece of God, a herald of 
salvation if you will, vocalizing 
the words from heaven to any 
ears that would hear. He was not 
to embellish, to change, to alter 
any of what God would place on 
his heart. He was to simply “preach 
the word!”

If Paul ever neglected an opportunity 
to preach and teach about the Christ, it is 
unknown to us. Thus, he charges Timothy to 
always be ready, to be “instant in season.” He 
was to be ready at any given moment in time to share 
his understandings of the gospel to anyone who might 
be receptive. That same readiness became evident to 
Bishop Kevin Romer and I when we traveled to India 
several years ago. Regularly, people would stop by 
Brother Johny Raju’s home, or Brother Srinivas’ home, 
for prayers, administration, special blessings, or to just 
visit. Being “ready in season” became a daily necessity. 
Timothy was also cautioned to live his life in such a 
manner, preaching salvation to those not baptized and 
sanctification to those who had committed themselves 
to God.

We are often told that, as individuals sharing our 
testimonies, we can’t do the convincing for anyone 
to accept Jesus as their Savior. That convincing must 
come through the Holy Ghost. But Paul distinctly urges 
Timothy to “convince” those whom he encounters. 
Maybe we can’t convince someone to accept salvation, 
but perhaps we can plant the thought that there might 
be something beyond this life worth knowing more 

about, thus bringing on the need to repent and 
acknowledge that they may be living lives 

not fully in accord with God’s will for His 
creations. Sometimes we are convinced 

by the promise of good things in our 
lives; sometimes by the realization 
of not-so-good things that could 
come to us.

The next bit of counsel Timothy 
received from Paul was to 
“rebuke” when necessary. 
Rebuke means to censor 
someone’s activity or action as 
well as to warn them of a danger. 
Today, our society deems it 
unacceptable to invade a person’s 

“personal space”, that interfering 
in a person’s life choices is not 

appropriate. But any “follower of 
the way” who does not warn someone 

of the consequences of a sinful life will 
carry those burdens themselves unto that 

judgment scene. “Behold, I sent you out to testify 
and warn the people, and it becometh every man who 
hath been warned, to warn his neighbor; therefore, 
they are left without excuse, and their sins are upon 
their own heads” Doctrine and Covenants 85:22a). 
“Therefore…labor diligently…go forth among the 
Gentiles for the last time…Bind up the law…seal 
up the testimony…prepare the Saints for the hour of 
judgment…that their souls may escape the wrath of 
God…” (Doctrine and Covenants 85:23a, b).

The last direct counsel given to Timothy was to 
“exhort,” that his preaching and teaching would 

by Apostle Ralph W. Damon
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contain any urging, pleading, admonishing, perhaps 
even begging, of the people to repent and walk a new 
life in the Christ. But this “exhorting” would also need 
to contain great encouragement and enticings of good 
nature to bring change into people’s lives. Many of us 
have used “exhorting” many times in our attempts to 
get someone to do something or to change a habit or 
action. Very seldom does that change come quickly. 
Our exhorting must be followed by patience 
and constant observance. We cannot 
become frustrated when what outcomes 
we desire take so long to appear. We 
can never compromise what we trust 
will happen, but time for God’s 
intervention must also be honored.

But the first two verses of this 
chapter are not the end of Paul’s 
counsel to Timothy. Beginning 
with verse three, he shares why 
it will be necessary for Timothy 
to follow his charge to him. “For 
the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned into fables” (2 
Timothy 4:3–4).

Through Paul’s foresight, he sees the days coming 
when many will lose sight of the strength of the gospel, 
will begin to lose their faith and understanding, and 
will then begin to listen (having itching ears) to anyone 
who desires to gain a following, a crowd, a mob. They 
will tell the masses what they want to hear, and the 
people will be in confusion, constantly looking for the 
next “new” thing to believe in. Of these things, there 
is nothing neither Paul nor Timothy can do. But Paul 
leaves Timothy with this next piece of ultimate wisdom: 
“But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do 

the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry” (verse 5).

He was to endure the hurtful treatment he would 
receive from all sectors of the population, endure every 
hardship, trouble, rejection, and any persecution which 
the people and his society would bring down on him.

In doing the work of an evangelist, he was to 
always be looking outward for opportunities 

to excite and energize the people, to 
always preach the gospel to every 

creature created by God.

And in fulfilling his ministry, Paul 
wanted him to do everything 
expected in his priesthood calling, 
to keep moving onward despite 
what obstacles and roadblocks 
might be before him. The apostasy 
of the church was coming, and 
Paul expected Timothy to serve 
as honorably and strongly as he 
possibly could, carrying on the 
work that Paul was soon to leave 

behind. Thus, he closes this letter 
to Timothy with his own statement 

of his ministry and what lay before 
him and all the others who would 

become the sons and daughters of God: 
“For I am now ready to be offered, and the 

time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith; Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto 
all them also that love his appearing” (verses 6–8).

by Apostle Ralph W. Damon (Continued)



Issue 87 | www.theremnantchurch.com | 15

Dear friends, 

I’ve started a business and am now working as a financial coach.

What is a financial coach?
Good question! Most people think I’m a financial advisor or a financial planner, and I am not. I don’t invest anyone’s 
money for them. Instead, I help people learn to manage their money well so they have the peace and freedom to pursue 
their God-given calling.

I believe everyone has a God-given calling—something they are uniquely gifted to do. But too often money stress gets 
in the way of pursuing that calling, or even figuring out what it is to begin with.

I work with clients on figuring out what that calling might be (if they don’t know), goal-setting and budgeting, saving 
for emergencies and future big purchases, conquering consumer debt and student loans, figuring out insurance needs 
and legal documents you should have in place, principles for healthy investing (again, I don’t actually invest anything), 
and more.

Why do I do it?
Because I believe this is my calling, and I’m super excited to help others find the peace and freedom we have found. 
While I’ve always been a money nerd, when Will and I got married I discovered that I really didn’t know what I was 
doing. And because of the situation we were in as a newlywed couple on one income (and one of us in law school), we 
had to figure it out. Fast. So we took Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University and the experience literally changed 
our lives.

Now I am a Certified Ramsey Preferred Coach, and I wanted to make you all aware of that in case you know someone 
who has been struggling financially, or just needs a plan to get from A to B. I would be more than happy to sit down 
with them (virtually, too!) and figure out how to get started.

God bless and press on,

Erica Jobe

Multiply Coaching
erica@multiplycoach.com
Office: (816) 601-2434
Cell: (816) 457-2320
www.multiplycoach.com

“...and verily, in this thing ye have done wisely, for it is required of the Lord at the hand 
of every steward to render an account of his stewardship both in time and in eternity.”

Doctrine and Covenants 72:1c
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by Elder Ray Kreutzer, Jr.
The church has experienced many experiments of mankind. From the time of Jesus raising a spiritual group led by the 
Apostles, to being incorporated into a state-run religion, failing to be a servant ministry church to becoming a hierarchy 
of power struggles, to a group protesting the “now” and seeking “what was” in the early church of community and 
evangelism led by the Holy Spirit.

The missing approach was simple: rebuilding was not the answer. The answer was and still is restoration. This has been 
the way of Jesus: Restoring us to the Father. Restoring us in relationship to Him through the risen Christ. Restoring 
us in relationship to each other and to nature itself. It was never about destroying us but destroying temporal and 
spiritual death. This in turn has prompted Jesus to act in grace and mercy by actively restoring HIS CHURCH under 
the leadership of Joseph Smith, Jr. Of course, we know something about this.

This preface has brought me to the reason for this message. Last year I had a dream that I was walking up some stairs, 
destination unknown, and saw on my left three podiums that looked like the those at the Kirtland Temple. I remember 
two of the three bold, black letters, “HP” and “M.” I noticed that encircling the podiums was a chain and a lock much 
like a bicycle lock, cylindrical with numbers. Both were showing age, a little rusty and dull. I had thoughts of trying to 
unlock it but felt inadequate to do so. The entire scene was like a shoe box view, no periphery, only what was in front 
of me. I felt so sad both during the experience and after I had awakened.

I was led to know that this dream represented the “higher spiritual gifts” that the church has been lacking to fulfill 
our call to community, evangelism, and Zion. The Lord knows that I share this without judgment or finger pointing. I, 
too, am part of this restoration journey. I, too, am lacking, but I am encouraged that the answer may truly be found in 
heeding God’s commands and Words of Life, Jesus. I invite all to reengage in the voice of Jesus shared more recently 
in Doctrine and Covenants 169. Read. Trust. Obey. I profess that we need only restore what the Lord has always had 
for us; Our relationship to God, one another, and His Kingdom on earth. “For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.”

“Stand fast on the principles of my gospel, for they are true and designed to be a benefit to mankind. 
Many voices are coming forth and have been with you in the past that claim a better way. 

But I am still the only way to the Father. The voices and philosophies of men 
lead to destruction and separation from me.”  Doctrine and Covenants 169:5
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Michael “Mike” Lee Lytle died in his home in Independence, Missouri. Mike was born in Cadillac, Michigan, but 
spent his formative years in Alma, Michigan. He formed his deep religious beliefs in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints and was baptized in June 1959. He loved his family very much. His greatest love was serving the Lord. 
Mike was a graduate of Central Michigan University where he received a master’s degree in art with a minor in 
Mathematics. He received his tenure in the Alma School District where he taught Mathematics. Mike served his country 
in the Air Force as a military intelligence code decryption analyst first in Brindisi, Italy and then in Washington, D.C. 
at the National Security Agency.

He became a priest in the church and, after retiring from the Internal Revenue Service, he was ordained an elder in 
2009. He served as Remnant Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints secretary in Independence, Missouri from 
2007 to 2016. He loved listening to Christian music and had a vast collection of CDs. He also collected angel figurines. 
Mike also frequented the Branson, Missouri music halls. Once he visited Universal Studios in Orlando, Florida with 
his older brother Gordon, and younger brother, Steve. He said,  “it was the best time he ever had” with his brothers, 
showing his love of life as well as family. 

Mike is preceded in death by his father, Irving, mother, Edith “Ruth”, and older brother Ken. His remaining brothers 
are Gordon Lytle of Dallas, Texas and Steve Lytle of Phoenix, Arizona. He has one aunt, Jean (Studebaker) Grout, of 
Washington and one uncle, Don Studebaker, of Michigan.

Mike is interred at Swan Lake Memorial Park in Independence, Missouri. He now sits in eternal peace with family and 
friends at the Lord’s table.

by Priest Keith M. Cruickshank

He 
leadeth me 

beside still waters. 

He restoreth my 
soul.
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Vacation Church School Summary:

The 2022 Center Place Vacation Church School was 
June 20-23, 2022. We had a total of 39 children attend 
with 34 staff supporting us through the week. The theme 
was “God’s Royal Family”. The kids learned about a good 
and bad king from the Book of Mormon (King Benjamin 
and King Noah), Queen Esther and her use of prayer 
and faith, King Solomon and how he worked with the 
two mothers; that they are part of God’s Family and His 
Treasure, and finally, that our King, Jesus is returning.
My prayer when I took this project on was that it would 
be a fun, faith-filled week for the kids and that they 
would make joyous memories. There were many “wow” 
moments where I think we really made an impression on 
the kids they can take away that they will always be part 
of God’s Royal Family, and know that they are loved.
*If you are in an outlying area and would like to use this 
curriculum, please contact Headquarters. Full teacher 
curriculum for ages 3 through entering 5th grade is 
available.
Megan Romer -2022 Remnant VCS Director

A Thank You from the Youth Leaders:

With summer drawing to an end, we take this time to 
reflect upon the recent youth camps and activities.
As always, planning for such events requires the willing 
participation of those saints who are able to give of their 
time and talents. We recognize each one’s sacrifice and 
labor. Thank you!
For years now the Blackgum Campgrounds have been 
the gathering place for many generations of restoration 
youth. Those campgrounds have become the birthplace 
of many inspired testimonies and spiritual experiences. It 
truly is holy and sacred ground!

by Megan Romer, Seventy Chad Buttery and Elder David Tevebaugh
Following the end of camps, we had our annual youth 
service which was held at the Zion’s Hill congregation 
worship center. Campers and staff alike testified that the 
spirit was present, and the prayers of the saints were felt 
by all, helping the camps to be the best they could be. 
May we continue to strive together, both young and old 
alike, to prepare a place for His much-anticipated return 
and that beautiful city of God! 
Chad Buttery - 2022 Co-Youth Leader

A Testimony as Shared by Elder David 
Tevebaugh:

Well, I had plans of doing many things July 6th, 7th, 8th and 
9th but the Lord had other plans that took me to Blackgum 
campgrounds for Junior Camp .
Suddenly I was a Camp Counselor with 5 boys and 5 girls 
and Coral Rogers telling me all these things I needed to do.
In between the yelling, running, swimming, and making 
things in craft class, they learned a few things about the 
scriptures. I could feel the spirit of the Lord around us and 
many counselors spoke of angels on the campgrounds.
It made me realize that when YOU put your plans aside 
and rush to what the Lord asks YOU to do a very special 
blessing is given to YOU.
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Can you 
complete 
the Seek 
and Find 
puzzle?

Grab a 
pencil 

and see 
how many 
words you 
can find!
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Greetings from the Quorum of Twelve.

At the April 2022 General Conference, the Twelve 
presented a session, “Web Resources for Witnessing.” 
Additional website information is shared below because 
we believe the church’s redesigned site can be a useful 
tool to share the Good News with our friends and 
neighbors. Consider the following from Doctrine and 
Covenants 168:10c:
“The gospel is indeed being sent out to every roof top 
of the world. This method allows the missionaries to 
identify those who are interested in my gospel. Once 
those reaching out to the church more fully understand 
the structure and nature of my church, the face-to-face 
contacts will be more productive.”

The church website (https://theremnantchurch.com) 
serves as a resource hub. It is rich in content to share 
key aspects of the gospel and our fellowship. (Note 
that the site can be automatically translated into several 
languages by using the language icon at the bottom of 
most screens.) While this is not a review of the entire 
website, we encourage you to review the following 
sections in detail so you will be prepared to refer others 
to the resource that may bring them closer to the Lord.

1. Use the Learn menu when you want to share:
 *Information on our faith, doctrine, and ordinances
 *Remnant Restoration distinctives
 *A brief church history
 *Biographies of our leadership quorums

2. Use the Visit menu when you want to find local 
branches for in-person fellowship or learn about the 
Visitors Center.

3. Use the Library menu when you want to:
 *Share the Three Standard Books of Scripture,
         including scripture search capabilities
 *Find past issues of The Hastening Times
 *Share the Genesis of the Remnant, Volumes 1 and 2
 *Use the News or Ministries menus when you want 
to connect with a specific event or program or download 
Moments with the Master devotionals.

4. Use the Watch & Listen menu when you want to find 
links to Facebook, U-Stream, and the Church YouTube 
Channel. Link icons are also located on the bottom left 
of most pages.

 *The Church U-Stream Channel 
  https://video.ibm.com/channel/M5njSKv8gmF
  Watch services live and view archives of
  broadcast services and events

 *The Church YouTube Channel 
       https://www.youtube.com/cRemnantChurchofJesus
 ChristofLatterDaySaints
 Select videos and playlists highlighting leadership,
  programs, and beliefs

 *The Church Facebook Page 
 https://www.facebook.com/RCJCLDS/
 See updates and announcements, link to live and past 
services and classes 

5. Use the Give menu when you want to financially 
support the church and its mission 

6. And finally, on the home page is a Let’s Connect form 
for missionary contact requests.

May the Lord bless you in your missionary efforts.
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Everyone is welcome to join us for our weekly calls:
Wednesday prayer service is at 7:00 p.m. Central Time. 
Sunday class is at 9:00 a.m. Central Time.
Phone number: (646) 749-3129
Access number: 415-354-341#

Greetings from the Elders’ Quorum. 

We are pleased that the Elders’ Quorum meeting 
attendance is steadily growing. It is growing in two ways. 
Increasing in numbers and, most importantly, spiritually 
growing together. Our meeting topics have been the 
Remnant Revelations.

Our meetings sometimes change directions on what we 
discuss. Our May meeting opened with someone asking 
if we could discuss the Uvalde school shooting in Texas 
that had just happened earlier that day, and how we can 
address these tragedies as ministers. Most of the men 
there are concerned that a large majority of the current 
generation feels like there is no eternity and no life after 
death. This has caused a lack of morals and lack of regard 
for human life in today’s younger generation, not only in 
this country, but around the world.

Our meeting ended talking about the needs of the elders 
and the saints. We need to uphold them in our prayers. 
Bob Moe offered a special prayer for all the families that 
are caregivers for their loved ones.

A quote from the Frankenmuth News (In Michigan from 
the Final Touch). “The only thing left to give a man who 
has everything is encouragement. We need to uphold our 
people, especially our children. They will be the next 
leaders.”

From the South Central District President, I want to 
start by thanking all those that volunteered their time and 
talents for another successful summer of camps at our 
church campground in Blackgum, Oklahoma. We send a 
special thank you to Frank and Francis Potter for cooking 
at all three of our camps. 
The next district meeting is scheduled for September 11th 
in Carthage, Missouri. I hope those in the district will be 
able to attend. Discussion will include future events in 
the district. 
We continue to welcome any church members and guests 
to attend any of our four branches in the district. 
As a warm summer comes to an end, may we take a 
moment and look back on the countless blessings we’ve 
experienced. God is good!

The Center Place has enjoyed the combining of our 
three congregations to form the Zion’s Hill Congregation. 
Eric Wilson is teaching Living by the Promises of God, 
written by Leo Gussman in the adult class. 

Josh Terry is teaching a pre-baptismal class for three of 
our primary students who will be baptized soon. We are 
hoping to offer this class online via Zoom to our friends 
in Rogers, Arkansas. 

The church camps, Vacation Church School, and the 
Center Place Reunion have offered quality opportunities 
for our membership this summer to learn more about our 
relationship with each other and Christ. 

If you are needing materials for the upcoming fall, please 
let us know early enough to make copies. 

If your branch did not receive a catalog, please e-mail me 
at religious.education@theremnantchurch.com.

Check out the church website for the curriculum catalogue 
and other useful information. 

Why is this trumpet here? 
Please see page 16

 for the explanation! 
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As we begin the fall season, our thoughts turn to 
Thanksgiving celebrations and services of praise. Our 
hymnal is full of songs that we sing raising our voices 
in praise to God. Music is part of the language of God. 
It has been given to men so they can sing praises to the 
Lord. Music is the means of expressing deep feelings of 
rejoicing and of thanksgiving found in the hearts of those 
blessed with testimonies of the Lord, and who know of 
the wonders and glories given them by the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Music is in the voice. Music 
is in the heart. The heart of every true saint is filled with 
songs of praise to his Maker.

“Be filled with the Spirit,” Paul counseled, “Speaking 
to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 
5:18–20).

And also, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Colossians 3:16).

Not all music meets the standard of divinity that we as 
saints should seek. We need always to seek the Lord’s 
direction in our choice of music. We are told that “…it 
shall come to pass that the righteous shall be gathered 
out from among all nations, and shall come to Zion 
singing, with songs of everlasting joy” (D&C 45:14).

We have 150 psalms in our Bible that were believed to 
be gathered by David. The psalms, in Hebrew, are called 
“Tehillim,” a word coming from the Hebrew word halal, 
“to praise”. The same root forms the word hallelujah, 
meaning “praise to Yah” (Jehovah). Unlike some modern 
songs that tend to depress the spirit, the psalms have the 
power to lift one toward God. The psalms are a collection 
of some of the very finest of the world’s inspirational 
literature.

Many of the hymns that we sing are inspired by scripture 
and some are based on psalms. One of our most requested 
hymns today is “How Great Thou Art”. It is based on 
Psalm 145:3 “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.”

May we as Remnant saints always raise our voices in 
praise to the mighty power and wonder of our God. May 
our hearts be filled with thanksgiving.

“Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; How great 
thou art!”

The Women’s Council has been busy planning future 
events and exploring new ways to bring the women of 
the church closer together. We meet monthly. We are 
excited about the fall women’s trip that has been set 
for October 8th–11th in Branson, Missouri. The trip will 
include seeing the play “Jesus” at the Sight and Sound 
Theater, worshiping with the Carthage Branch, touring 
Dogwood Canyon by tram and maybe even the “Fire 
and Ice show” at The Branson Landing. The vacation 
home we are renting will accommodate 28 guests and we 
currently have more spaces available. Registration forms 
are on the church website. Meals, devotions, campfires, 
and worships are being planned and we hope that those 
who attend will be uplifted and strengthened as we come 
together in unity. Our theme for the trip is “Knitting Our 
Hearts Together”.
 
We have also just completed 
“Christmas in July” for 
Mother’s Refuge. Mother’s 
Refuge’s mission is to shelter 
and educate homeless pregnant 
and parenting young women.  
With the help of many of the 
saints, we were able to collect 
necessities such as diapers, 
cleaning supplies, clothing, stamps, copy paper, trash 
bags and many other items. Thanks again for your support 
as we strive to help those in need. 

The Women’s Council study booklet is now ready to 
order from headquarters, or you may view it on the church 
website. The booklet is on the Ten Commandments and 
is intended for the 2022-2023 year to study September 
through May. We hope you enjoy the new booklet!

Current Council members are Kelli Woods, Sherry 
Morrison, Keilah Zahner, Sara Reynolds, Esther Miller, 
Linda Dunn, and Brandy Lascoe. 
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My father went through a very rough health scare with COVID-19. He had an experience of coming closer than he ever has 
in his life, to passing from this life to the next. He experienced the joys of this life, while also seeing the immense joy of the next 
life and having an understanding of what this existence on this earth can be for all of us. 
Dad and I had a conversation after he came through his roughest patch during his COVID-19, which I will call his “near-death 
experience.” By the way, he was not afraid. He had an opportunity to see a vision of what is coming, and what is ready and 
waiting for each one of us. But the Lord decided it wasn’t time for him to go to that next place of Paradise. Perhaps because God 
wanted to give to Dad an understanding of the world beyond for a testimony to tell his children and his grandchildren, and for us 
to understand that our lives can be looked at in quarters. For those of us who have been in the sports world, whether it is football 
or basketball, they are comprised of four quarters. 
Dad told me, “Son, I have a better understanding now of our time on earth, and these four quarters of life.” He said, “You know 
about the first quarter of life, and I will liken it to the spring season.” Those first 20–25 years of our life, it’s all about learning, 
it’s all about exploring. It’s all about trial and error. It is a time to be supported by those who love you. It is a time to be supported 
by your parents. It is a time where you build a foundation where your belief system is established. You’ve got few worries! 
Everything is great because someone else is worrying about all those things for you.
And that is a time to embrace life, to understand and try things, to explore. But it is also that time where a foundation is set, of 
what it is you are going to believe, and how you are going to live your life. And he said, “Son, that is the first quarter.” But then 
the buzzer goes off and the second quarter starts.
Now it is the next 20 to 25 years in your life. And the second quarter is non-stop activity. The days are long. It’s a time of striving,. 
You are growing your family. You are giving of yourself to your family. You are trying to guide your family and your children’s 
friends, and you’re also trying to guide people at work. You are maturing in the ages 26 to 50, and in those 20 years you just meet 
yourself coming and going. Because you are always doing. You are always working, you are going to the ball games, you are 
helping, and you are giving everything you can to your spouse and to your family. But then the buzzer goes off.
It is half time. I don’t know about you guys, but in football and basketball halftime, in this life, Dad said, “doesn’t last nearly as 
long as on TV because the buzzer goes off and you immediately start the third quarter.” 
But at half time, the coach gets with the team and they say, “Okay, this is what’s been going on, this is what we’ve done well, but 
this is what we have not done so well. So, we are going to go back out on the field and here is what we are going to do to fix what 
we weren’t doing well.” 
And the buzzer goes off and the third quarter starts and those next 25–30 years begin, ages 50 to 75. In that third quarter, Dad 
says, “This is a time to really start preparing for that last quarter.” A time to really start conserving, saving, preparing. It is a time 
of renewal, a time of purging. You know that you are on the other side of the mountain. You are in the third quarter; you’ve got to 
prepare for the harvest. It is the final push! It is also a time to really invest your time in the next generation because your time of 
influence is now waning. It is really time to start thriving; the time of passing on the baton is imminent and they must learn, and  
understand. It is our job in that third quarter to help them see while at the same time prepare to enter into the fourth quarter. The 
buzzer goes off and we are now in the fourth quarter.
Dad stated again that the fourth quarter of everyone’s life may be a little different. Perhaps your fourth quarter started at 60, or 
maybe it starts at 75. For some people maybe the fourth quarter was at age 40. But as we enter into that final quarter season, that 
winter season, it is a time, once again, to prepare for the end of the game. It is a time to think about what has happened up to this 
point. Where have I invested my life? Where have I invested my energies? It is an opportunity to mentor those that you love. It 
is an opportunity to recognize the unconditional love of the coach our Father in heaven. We may feel in that fourth quarter that 
we’ve got nothing left to lose, that we’ve got nothing left to give. But I would submit to you, that’s not right. As long as we are 
in the game, or even on the sidelines, perhaps watching someone else do most of the physical work in the game, we’re still here. 
The Lord tells us in Section 168, “Those who are still in this mortal life, need to remain strong in your testimony and faith. The 
work must go on, and I, the Lord, will be with you. I continue to watch over all the people of this earth, in this time, and those 
who do respond to my gospel. The work of the Lord will not be thwarted; it will go on. It is up to those among you…” 
So, for all of us who are still in the game, get ready! We are still in the game. We have a work to do! Whether we are in the first, the 
second, the third, or the fourth quarter, we are still a part of this work. He says it is up to us, “to continue to testify of my truth and 
of my gospel because it is a benefit to all who follow me and to those who will come to the gospel through the work that you will 
do.” The Lord has told us, “Be strong and be faithful and I will be with you…I desire to walk among you soon.” May it be so.

An experience from Elder Richard O. Paris as shared by High Priest Richard O. Paris, II
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Bountiful Congregation - by Megan Romer

We have had a beautiful summer at Bountiful. The heat 
was prolific, but the Lord has provided 
and we have grown corn, alfalfa, and hay 
this year.

Just before the heat arrived, Joe and 
Glennis Bryant moved into their home in 
April. A few weeks later, we found out that Jacob and 
Katelyn Zahner are expecting their first child, a boy, in 
October 2022.

The apple orchard which Fred 
Williams manages is beginning to 
yield harvest as well.

Summer was marked to a close 
as all the children went back to 
school. The last Saturday before 
school resumed, however, our third annual potluck and 
prayers for school children and workers took place. After 
enjoying a meal together, we all gathered in a circle for 
individual prayers for our children and school workers. 
Each child, school worker, teacher, and administrator 
that we collectively named is given to another member 
who will pray for them throughout the year. Their name 
is placed on an index card for easy remembering. It is a 
special service. The entire congregation is pleased that it 

can support our students. We have one high-schooler, two 
middle schoolers, and 12 elementary and preschoolers.

Center Congregation - by Cindy Patience

Dear friends, it is with mixed emotions 
that we write this column for the last 
time and leave our residence of many 
years. We have loved meeting together 
in our cozy church, but look forward 
to the changes ahead and worshiping 
with others at the Zion’s Hill Congregation and later in 
the Holy Sanctuary, our old home spot.

Center has been a very active and caring congregation 
that has reached out sacrificially to the community 
through starting and supporting Lunch Partner’s, the 
Clothes Closet, and the Food Pantry.

There have been many members who volunteered in 
these services for numerous years, and many have gone 
on to their rewards, including Clara Van Bibber, Manon 
and David Wheeler, Jonna Patterson, and many others.

We had a special service to commemorate the 
congregation, and to meet together for the last time 
in this location. We feel honored that our good pastor, 
Eddie Gates, will be our new pastor at the Zion’s Hill 
Congregation.

The last few months have transpired as normal with 
many good sermons and prayer services. But recently 
our thoughts and efforts have been on preparing for the 
change to come. We know that all will be well as it has 
been in the past and that we will feel much the same but 
even better, as we meet together with the other branches. 
God bless and thanks to all who supported us there.

The Apple Cart 

“A man filled with the love of God, is not content with blessing his family alone, 
but ranges through the whole world, anxious to bless the whole human race.” 

Joseph Smith
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are received into heaven that thereby they may dwell 
with God in a state of never-ending happiness” (Mosiah 
1:88–90). 

We look forward to the seeing what the Lord has in store 
for Zion’s Hill Congregation.

Carthage Branch - by Robin Bayless

We had an indoor (electric) campfire 
after church and lunch early this spring. 
After lunch, we had a sharing session 
bringing us closer to each other and the 
Lord. Frank and Frances Potter cooked 
at all three camps in Blackgum. We 
heard no one went hungry! David Tevebaugh also helped 
at Junior Camp. We all enjoyed hearing about their 
experiences and testimonies from the camps.

Our brother Dick Trimble brought the message in July. 
We appreciate the ministry he brings and the fellowship 
we have with him. We pray for added strength for him as 
he continues to share the gospel with all who will listen. 

We pray for all our saints that we may be blessed as we 
continue to build His kingdom.

Rogers Branch - by John W. Atkins

These last few months have been busy for 
most of us in our branch with vacations, 
reunions, and camps. We have been blessed 
with the guest ministry from the South 
Central District as well as the Center Place, 
including the First Presidency. In May, we had two baby 
blessings. Both children are members of the Atkins family. 
Elder Denny Post and his wife, Patty, have decided to 
move back to Indiana to be closer to their families. They 
will be missed. As we look forward to the fall months, we 
would like to invite everyone to visit our branch here in 
Rogers, Arkansas. We love to have visitors.

First Congregation - by Brenda Evans

When we look back on the events of 
First Congregation for the last few 
years, the words of Charles Dickens in 
his book, Tale of Two Cities comes to 
mind: “It was the best of times; it was 
the worst of times…” 

A “best of times” occasion occurred on May 26th when 
Bishop Dan Keleher presided over the Memorial Day 
Remembrance service in which High Priest David 
Van Fleet spoke concerning the historical and spiritual 
memories of those who had given their utmost. Brother 
Dan contributed special ministry when he sang a song he 
had written himself titled, “Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 

One of the “best of times” was witnessing the joy of Tracee 
Bryant, wife of Chris and daughter-in-law of Joe and 
Glennis Bryant, as she was baptized at First Congregation  
by High Priest Corwyn Mercer. Her confirmation came 
under the hands of Seventy Bruce Terry and Elder Ken 
Byrd. “(She was) desirous to be baptized as a witness 
and a testimony that (she was) willing to serve God with 
all (her) heart” (Mosiah 9:179). 

Another joyful time was when Samuel Josiah Baker was 
baptized by his father, Apostle William Baker, and Ava 
Morrison Starks Hogan was baptized by her grandfather, 
President Michael B. Hogan. The confirmation of Ava 
was by Seventy Chad Buttery, assisted by President Mike 
Hogan. Samuel was confirmed by his father, Apostle 
William Baker, assisted by President Terry W. Patience. 
On August 25th, Kendyll Klaire Bryant, daughter of 
Marissa Bryant, was baptized by her great grandfather, 
High Priest Joe Bryant. She was confirmed by High 
Priest Joe Bryant who was assisted by Elder Ken Byrd. 
“…the voice of the Son came unto me saying; He that 
is baptized in my name, to him will the Father give the 
Holy Ghost, like unto me. Wherefore, follow me and do 
the things which ye have seen me do” (2 Nephi 13:15).

First Branch was also the designated place for at least 
three very special memorial services—all of which 
commemorated the lives of very beloved people. Heartfelt 
tributes and expressions of love were given in honor of 
President Fredrick N. Larsen, Patriarch Leland Collins, 
and Sister Mary Lou Larsen with much appreciation for  
each of their support of the church.

“…I would desire that ye should consider on the blessed 
and happy state of those who keep the commandments 
of God…And if they hold out faithful to the end, they 
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Sperry Branch - by Samantha Holt

The Sperry branch has had a full 
spring and summer. We have enjoyed 
wonderful ministry not only from our 
usual services, but also from some 
special services as well. One example is that this spring 
we had a wonderful music service organized by our 
music director, Pat Whiteman. We sang hymns that we 
do not usually use and learned the history behind them 
and also about the people who wrote them. We also had 
lovely services for Mother’s and Father’s Day followed 
by fellowship at basket dinners afterwards. We felt love 
for God and our country around the 4th of July, taking 
time to sing the national anthem before the start of our 
worship service on July 3rd. We were also privileged 
to hear sermons from our newest member, Priest Bud 
Lightfoot. He is already a great blessing to us. 

On a sad note, we unfortunately also had several members 
pass away over the last few months. Members Jim Bob 
Sanders and Naoma Minjarez, and also Priest Kelley 
Beene all went to be with our Lord. They were greatly 
loved by our congregation, and we miss their presence 
with us but rejoice that they are now free from pain. 

In happier news, Matthew Jobe, son of Robert and Patti 
Jobe, got married to Charmaine Gavarra on August 1st. 
After two years of waiting due to COVID-19, Charm 
was finally able to come to the United States from 
the Philippines. We wish the couple all the love and 
happiness possible for their marriage and we are so happy 
to welcome Charm.
Our branch provides an audio streaming of our 11:00 
a.m. worship services via Anchor. For more information, 
the download is available here:

https://anchor.fm/sperry-branch

Michigan Branch - by Kathleen Haley

Greetings from Detroit!

We continue to have church services 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month. We are very few in number, 
but great in spirit and faith. We can 
feel the Lord’s Spirit here with us. He 
is faithful to meet us as we come to worship.

Elder Tom Vanderwalker passed away on July 7th, 2022. 
Tom had been sick for a very long time. We know he is 
blessed to be with the Lord now. We send our love and 
prayers to Dicki who had taken care of Tom these many 
years at home. Both have started a “new beginning,” one 
in heaven learning how to live there with the Lord and 
one on earth learning to live alone with the support of 
her family and church brothers and sisters. She will have 
many happy memories of their time together. They were 
such a great couple.

It is also a “new beginning” at church. We miss his 
ministry so much. We will pray for strength for our two 
priesthood members, High Priest Robert Murie, and 
Priest Karl Bell.

Our group is so thankful for your prayers for physical 
health and spiritual strength.
May the Lord bless us all as we continue to serve Him.

Thank you, Lord!

But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Now unto God and our Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Philippians 4:19–20
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Southern Indiana Branch - by Rebecca Paris

Hello friends! Our branch has enjoyed so 
many fun happenings over summer! Many 
people have had the chance to visit family 
and friends this summer which is always 
fun and heartwarming. Our college students 
are once again back at school preparing 
themselves for the workforce in future years to come. 
A special congratulations to Rachel 
Paris for her promotion to Guest 
Relations Manager at the Ritz-
Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes. 
We know she will be amazing in 
her new role and look forward to 
seeing her continued success in the 
world of hospitality. 

Congratulations to Nathan Paris 
for graduating Indiana University 
Kelley School of Business and his 
admission into the Kelley School 
of Business Masters of Information 
Systems Graduate program. We 

wish him all the best during his last 
year of school and cheer.

Riley Woodruff had a special 
summer doing an architecture 
internship at a local firm, 
Towerpinkster. Then she had the 
amazing opportunity to visit South 
Africa for 2 weeks and experience 
many special activities, including 
safaris!

Kevin Woodruff interned over 
the summer at a brand new 
manufacturing business affiliated 
with the University of Louisville 
Speed School of Engineering 
building greenhouses. He has made 

many friends and conquered many math classes. Kevin 
had the opportunity to see Alaska this year!

We also celebrate the 
beautiful miracle of new birth! 
Congratulations to the family of 
Weston Meyers! We all rejoice 
with you! This is Barbara Byrne’s 
first great grand-baby and we 
celebrate with her!

Borders of Zion - By Joyce Wilson and Juanita Cook

Greetings from the Saints who worship by phone from 
Sault St. Marie, Canada, and eleven states in the United 
States. It is our desire to provide opportunity for the 
outlying saints to have opportunity to share news and 
information such as births, weddings, graduations, and 
deaths. Please call in your information to the church 
office at 816-426-7215 or email to hasteningtimes@
theremnantchurch.com.
Outlying saints join online and on our church service 
phone calls from the eight different countries and twenty 
states listed below:
Belize          Center Russia   United Kingdom
Mexico          Nigeria   South Africa
Peru          Philippines   Canada –S. & N. Ontario 
Alabama         Arkansas  California 
Colorado         Georgia   Idaho  
Illinois          Indiana   Iowa   
Massachusetts   Michigan   Minnesota
Missouri    Ohio    Oklahoma
Oregon          Utah    West Virginia
Many saints live in areas where there is no established 
branch and do not have access to social media. The phone 
line is perfect for you to get connected to the church, 
share prayer requests, and perhaps renew old friendships. 
Prayer Request:
Elayna McMilan - Multiple Sclerosis - Cards can be sent 
to: 1026 S. McCoy, Independence, MO 64050. 
Bible Study via phone - 
1-646-749-3129 Access Code# 415 354 341*
Teacher: Eld. Rick Terry - Sunday 9:00–10:00 a.m. CDT
Women’s Book of Mormon Study via phone -
1-571-317-3122 Access Code# 643 463 597*
Teacher: Brenda Evans - Tuesday 10:00–11:00 a.m. CDT
Women’s Worship Hour via phone - 
1-517-317-3122 Access Code# 643 463 597*
Teacher: B.J. Thompson-Tuesday 11:00–12:00 p.m. CDT
Prayer Service via phone -
1-646-749-3129 Access Code# 415-354-341*
Various Priesthood - Wednesday 7:00–8:00 p.m. CDT
Email Juanita Cook at Juanitacook4@icloud.com

Kevin Woodruff

Barbara holding
Weston 

Riley Woodruff

Rachel Paris 

Nathan Paris 
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Doctrine and Covenants (D&C) 83:6c “…for whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which 
I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies.”

MAGNIFY YOUR CALLING

Any discussion which attempts to tie together these two separate but equally important concepts, magnifying our 
callings and becoming sanctified, would likely need to have a strong starting point. For lack of a better way of addressing 
“magnifying” for this time, let us simply state the obvious—that when men of God’s priesthood “magnify” their offices 
of calling, it is not them who become “magnified”, but it is the church, as a whole, and the members in particular.

Each of our books of Scripture give us counsel regarding this process of magnification. Some of the counsel is 
comprised of fairly general statements while others contain a “bite” to them, something designed not only to inform 
us, but to counsel and redirect our lives where God feels necessary. For a starting point, let us share a couple of verses 
from the Book of Jacob:

“Wherefore I, Jacob, gave unto them these words as I taught them in the temple, having first obtained mine errand 
from the Lord. For I, Jacob, and my brother Joseph, had been consecrated priests, and teachers of this people by 
the hand of Nephi” (Jacob 1:17–18).

“Now, my beloved brethren, I, Jacob, according to the responsibility which I am under to God, to magnify mine 
office with soberness, and that I might rid my garments of your sins, I come up into the temple this day, that I might 
declare unto you the word of God” (Jacob 2:2).

It appears that Jacob was quickened to pass down to each man who holds that same royal priesthood an important 
piece of knowledge. And in this ministry, it would require the understanding that the magnification of our offices will 
require the taking upon ourselves the responsibility to teach the Word of God with all diligence. For if we do not, we 
must be willing to accept the sins of the people upon us in our day before God when the opened Book of  Life will be 
upon the desk of God.

If we move into latter day scripture, we find that the priesthood, and some members in particular, were counseled 
with very specific words from God. To both Joseph Smith, Jr. and Oliver Cowdery came these words: “Magnify 
thine office…go speedily unto the church…And in temporal labors thou shalt not have strength, for this is not thy 
calling” (D&C 23:2a; 4c). 

In 1831, to William McLellin who would become one of the apostles of the early church, came this counsel: “Lay your 
hands upon the sick and they shall recover. Return not till I, the Lord, shall send you. Be patient in affliction. Ask 
and you shall receive. Knock and it shall be opened unto you. Seek not to be cumbered. Forsake all unrighteousness. 
Commit not adultery, a temptation which thou hast been troubled. Keep these sayings for they are true and faithful, 
and thou shalt magnify thine office, and push many people to Zion, with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads” 
(D&C 66:5a–f). 

Here God took a man seemingly deeply enmeshed within the carnal world, gave him opportunity to change his nature, 
and extended the promise of pushing people toward Zion. Does He not do that same thing for us today? Are there no 
sinners amongst us now that can possibly relate with these words to Brother McLellin?

And, as it always has been the dream of Christ and God, there is the ongoing call for unity and oneness within those 
who would seek to find magnification of their ministry: “The hastening time is here and greater unity than ever before 
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by Apostle Ralph W. Damon

is necessary if the forces of opposition are to be met; and such unity will prevail if those holding the priesthood will 
remember their commission to preach the gospel, and each officer will strive to discharge his own duty and magnify 
his calling” (D&C 135:2b, c).

In 1935, Brother Frederick M. Smith may have been speaking of a different form of contention and separation, but 
that does not negate the power of his words to us today. Within the “contention” that surrounds the many groups of the 
Restoration, the same need to accomplish that “great task” is still out there to be met.

No one man can deny that this is the “hastening time,” that greater unity than ever before is necessary, that Satan must 
be defeated, and the saints protected. And no one can deny that the power to do all of that lies resident within each and 
every member of the priesthood. But as Jacob stated, we must fully decide to discharge our own duties if we are to 
magnify our ministerial callings.

Far too long within our conceptualized idea of priesthood, we have held the example of the priesthood ladder in 
an upright position, standing against the side of the temple wall. We have looked at each rung of that ladder as a 
progressive step, upward in ministry, each step taking us higher and higher in responsibility and greater in value to 
God. That is simply wrongful thinking, and the time is long past when we must reassess that mistaken thought.

Priesthood, and the magnification of our ministry, must become seen as compartments of ministry, each inseparably 
tied to another, complementing and assisting each one in “teaching the gospel” to a sin-filled world. Each one of us 
must fully understand that the call to membership within the body of Christ is the ultimate place of residence for every 
person. If I might be so bold as to state this fact in this manner: The highest and most noble calling is to be a member, 
in good standing, and to participate fully in the life of the church.

Priesthood, simply defined, is servanthood—to Christ, to the church, and to the body of believers, the saints. This 
servanthood is bound through a covenant relationship between God, Jesus, and the minister willing to bear an affirmative 
testimony of the Son of God. Thus, when our ministries are magnified, we not only take within our lives the image of 
the Christ, but we also now begin to emulate Him.

“So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know 
ye what I have done unto you? Ye call me Master and Lord; and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye 
should do as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he 
that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:12-17).

Brother Smith draws our attention to these words with these thoughts: “The promise has been given that no power 
shall stay the hand of God in the accomplishment of his purposes among his people; and as the church shall move 
forward in its great work, the fulfillment of prophecy may cause the Saints to tremble at the exhibition of divine 
power, yet they shall rejoice in the protection of his grace” (D&C 135:3).

BECOMING SANCTIFIED

The usage of the words “sanctify” and “sanctification” sometimes urges us to further examine their actual meanings. 
These words are more often used in the Old Testament while only Matthew, John, Luke, Paul, Jude and Peter use them 
in the New Testament. When we search the dictionaries, we quickly learn that the term “sanctification” is derived from 
two words combined that essentially define “something made holy.” A further search of the scriptures makes it clear 
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that, to be “sanctified,” we must be changed into the likeness of Christ by the definite spiritual development of our 
character each day. There are no instantaneous transformations that provide this change that we are aware of.

Paul gives us an excellent glimpse of his understanding when he explains how Christ loved the church, the body of 
believers, and how He wished them to be: “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by word, 
That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:26–27).

The life exemplified by Jesus was one of holiness, righteousness, perfection, and the more abundant spiritual life. Our 
task of sanctification is the elimination of all that is carnal in our lives, and the insertion within it of the images of 
Christ, thus our beings changed into His likeness.

In 1833, the Lord gave to our early brothers and sisters these words of comfort: “Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you, 
who have assembled yourselves together to receive his will concerning you. Behold, this is pleasing unto your Lord, 
and the angels rejoice over you; the alms of your prayers have come up into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, and 
are recorded in the book of the names of the sanctified, even them of the celestial world” (D&C 85:1a, b).

Listen to the words which Alma shares of his conversion as recorded in the Book of Mormon: “And the Lord said unto 
me, Marvel not that all mankind, yea, men, and women, all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, must be born 
again; Yea, born of God, changed from their carnal and fallen state, to a state of righteousness, being redeemed of 
God, becoming his sons and daughters; and thus they become new creatures; and unless they do this, they can in 
no wise inherit the kingdom of God” (Mosiah 11:187–188).

As we begin to understand these portions of scripture more fully, a plainness begins to become evident to us. We begin 
to see that sanctification suggests the great need for every latter day saint to change his or her life from being enmeshed 
in the carnal aspects of this mortal life into a purified, purposeful spiritual life. This purification, this sanctification, 
is not something which can be gained through a single ordinance or formal ceremony, but is accomplished through 
diligent obedience and faith, living a life in accordance with the teachings of Christ in both thought and deed. In short, 
we must become obedient to the truth, the Word, the life of Jesus.

Peter writes of this obedience: “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently” (1 Peter 1:22).

The result of this obedience is the resultant “unfeigned love:” a genuine, sincere love toward our brothers and sisters. 
In the acceptance of this change, we move from our troubled existence to a transformed and enlightened acceptance of 
tomorrow’s promised fulfillments. We can recognize that the supposed burdens of mortal life are but the life processes 
of encouragement to help us press on to the ultimate goal of the kingdom, to find something of greater and more lasting 
value. We can fully dedicate and surrender our lives, our wills, our dreams, all which would be the totality of our lives, 
unto God for His work and His glory.

Any life that becomes sanctified is a life that is dedicated wholly, without reservation, to God’s service and complete 
obedience to Him. Without this dedicated service and obedience, there can be no true sanctification. The fully sanctified 
person is consecrated to do the Lord’s will by living a righteous life, such as the one Christ lived.

The Apostle Paul also spoke of that surrender when he penned the words of “present [ing]” our “…bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world” (Romans 
12:1–2).
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Why? Why would Paul request this of us or of anyone? What is so important to anyone that we modify, change, perfect, 
and sanctify ourselves for any reason? Romans 12:2 indicates “…that ye may prove what that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God is.”

Jesus is recorded as saying, “My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself” (John 7:16–17).

As Jesus came to “do the will of my Father”, He also came to preach, teach, expound, and exhort the gospel given 
to Him by His Father. In every instance, Jesus deferred to His Father as being greater than Him, even couching that 
understanding in those words spoken to His apostles in the upper room on their last night together, the servant not 
being greater than his lord.

Any one of us who lives our lives within this temporal world, but refuses to be a part of it, who aims for the fulfillment 
of God’s will in our every thought, word, and deed, who abstains from the lust and lure of other sins so dominate within 
our culture and lifestyle, that person becomes one who proves the truth of sanctification. Again, we share these words 
of the Apostle Paul: “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; 
That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor” (1 Thessalonians 4:3–4).

When we can present ourselves to God in an acceptable state of sanctification, we are benefiting ourselves, and 
bringing great joy to God. It becomes within that sacrifice of giving that we fully come to understand the concept of 
“magnifying” ourselves.

It is not just for His sake alone that He asks us to give a life of “reasonable” service, to give back to Him all that is 
already His. What we will discover is that, by doing so, we gain grace in the eye of God. It is His will that we be 
changed from this frail, timid, ineffectual humanity to become glorified and perfected beings, children of the Most 
High God, sanctified and celestialized!

And the process, the many, many steps upon the path of righteousness, calls for us to follow Jesus and be changed into 
His likeness, after His image, after His similitude. At the time of becoming “like Jesus”, we will come to understand 
that sanctification is not a sudden change that can be wrought upon a man but is the reflection of the entirety of our 
life’s work and ministry.

One of the most touching examples of all our scriptures of the process of sanctification is found in Helaman 2:31: “…
they did fast and pray oft, and did wax stronger and stronger in their humility, and firmer and firmer in the faith of 
Christ, unto the filling their souls with joy and consolation, yea, even to the purifying and the sanctification of their 
hearts, which sanctification cometh because of their yielding their hearts to God.”

We also find these final words of edification in our latter-day scriptures: “and we know…also that sanctification 
through the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, is just and true, to all those who love and serve God with 
all their mights, minds, and strength; but there is the possibility that man may fall from grace and depart from the 
living God. Therefore let the church take heed and pray always, lest they fall into temptations; yea, and even let 
those who are sanctified, take heed also” (D&C 17:6c, d, e).

With a few closing words, each minister of the Lord, and the church as a corporate organization dedicated to the 
building of the New Jerusalem, the city of Zion, should be inspired to grow in commitment to service and to nurture 
a continual expression of love. This expression will allow the many homes of the saints to become sanctified and 
encouraged to find ways to spend time with God’s Spirit. Walking in the path of that divine Spirit will permit the 
change from carnal beings into spiritual ones, and even celestial beings, to become living evidence unto the world of 
God’s transformative power.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

“The hastening time is here and greater unity than ever before is necessary if the forces of opposition are to be 
met; and such unity will prevail if those holding the priesthood will remember their commission to preach the 
gospel, and each officer will strive to discharge his own duty and magnify his calling” (Doctrine and Covenants 
135:2b–c).

DATES TO REMEMBER FOR 2022-2023

               Event Dates         Contact
CPZ Super Sundays      Sept. 18/Nov. 20, 2022  Remnant Church Office
          (816) 461-7215

Men’s Retreat        Nov. 11–13   Remnant Church Office
Blackgum        (816) 461-7215

CPZ Wed. Night Services      Nov. 30, 2022   Remnant Church Office
(5th Wed. of the month)      (816) 461-7215

Vacation Church School     June 26–29, 2023  Remnant Church Office
Cave Explorers for Christ      (816) 461-7215

Junior Camp       July 5–8, 2023   Remnant Church Office
          (816) 461-7215

Junior High Camp      July 8–15, 2023   Remnant Church Office
          (816) 461-7215

Senior High Camp      July 15–22, 2023  Remnant Church Office
          (816) 461-7215

Men’s/Women’s Retreat     April 5–9, 2023   Remnant Church Office
and Conference        (816) 461-7215


