
Back to Basics Bulletin

November: Water Storage & Safety

3-Tier Budgeting Pathway

Tier 1 – Weekly Readiness
Pick up one case of bottled water (17 oz x 24-
pack = 3 gallons; $3–5 at most stores).
Add a gallon jug of unscented bleach to your
laundry shelf for future purification needs.

Tier 2 - Monthly Investment
Purchase a few 5-gallon water containers or
blue camping jugs ($10–$20 each) and fill them
following sanitation guidelines.
Designate a storage location in your home and
get containers off concrete using scrap wood
or bricks.
Add water purification tablets or a basic filter
straw to your emergency kit.

Tier 3 – Sustainable System
Invest in a 55-gallon water barrel system with
stand, spigot, and siphon pump 
Include pool shock (calcium hypochlorite) as a
long-term purification solution—one container
can treat hundreds of gallons.
Set up a rainwater collection system with a
filter or diverter attachment (even a DIY version
with repurposed materials).
Rotate and refresh your stored water supply on
a 6–12 month schedule using a labeled
calendar reminder.

If your tap stops running or becomes unsafe, knowing
how to disinfect water can be lifesaving. This month’s
skill is about understanding your options—not just storing
water, but treating it if needed.

Boiling – Best method when possible
Bleach Disinfection – Unscented liquid bleach (check
% strength)
Granular Calcium Hypochlorite (HTH) – Pool shock
turned purifier
Tincture of Iodine – A medicine cabinet standby
Water Purification Tablets – Simple, portable, and
effective
Want exact instructions? Click here or scan the QR
code to view the full EPA guide:

Emergency Disinfection of 
Drinking Water – EPA (PDF)

Tool or Skill of the Month: Emergency Water

Disinfection

Preserve & Store

Commercial bottled water is generally good for 1–2 years
if unopened and stored in a cool, dark place.
DIY-filled containers should be rotated every 6–12 months.
Avoid high temperatures or direct sunlight which can
degrade plastic and foster bacteria growth.
Stored water can taste stale due to oxygen loss—it’s safe,
just flat. Before drinking, aerate it by pouring back and
forth between containers or add a pinch of salt per quart
to revive the flavor.

November 2025

Theme: Water Wisdom: Storing and Purifying Life’s Most Vital Resource
Goal: Empower households to build a sustainable water supply and confidently purify water in
emergency situations.
Monthly Focus: Water is essential in any emergency, yet often the first resource disrupted. This month,
learn how to store an adequate supply for your household and explore simple purification methods like
boiling, bleach, and pool shock. Whether you're prepping a few gallons or a full rain barrel system, we'll
help you get ready to provide clean, safe water when it matters most.

Prepared in Heart and Home

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-09/documents/emergency_disinfection_of_drinking_water_sept2017.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-09/documents/emergency_disinfection_of_drinking_water_sept2017.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2017-09/documents/emergency_disinfection_of_drinking_water_sept2017.pdf


Can your household go 72 hours without running
water? Let’s make sure you’re ready.

This month, your challenge is simple: build a 3-day
emergency water supply for each person in your home
That’s the baseline recommended by FEMA, the CDC,
and seasoned preparedness leaders—and it’s easier to
reach than you might think.
Here’s how to complete the challenge:

1.Calculate your minimum need
1 gallon per person per day = 3 gallons per
person
Don’t forget pets! Dogs typically need ½–1 oz
per pound of body weight daily

2.Start collecting
Buy one or two cases of bottled water during
your weekly grocery run
Fill sanitized food-grade containers with tap
water (never use milk jugs)
Store in a cool, dark place off the floor

3.Label and log
Mark each container with the fill date
Keep a simple list of what you’ve stored and
where you’ve stored it

Sneak Peek at Next Month

December brings a spirit of warmth from within—of
baking in batches, gifting from the pantry, and
creating simple things by hand. 

To prepare, begin saving clean glass jars, empty
spice containers, and small tins or tubs for
homemade mixes and gifts. 

Watch for holiday sales on butter, flour, oats, and
baking basics, and consider doubling one freezer-
friendly recipe to bless your future self—or a
neighbor in need. A made-at-home home is one
filled with peace, not perfection.

Challenge of the Month - The 3-Day Water

Build

Dear Homemaker, 
     Water is one of the simplest things to store—and one of the easiest to forget. This month, we’re
encouraging every household to take a few steps toward water security. Start small: pick up a
case of bottled water or sanitize a few food-grade containers with bleach and fill them from your
tap. Just avoid milk jugs—they're made from thin plastic that breaks down quickly and can leak.
     Here’s something else you might not know: your hot water heater can be a backup water
source. With a little know-how, you can safely drain clean water straight from the tank. It’s one of
those hidden blessings that’s worth knowing about before an emergency hits.
     Store bleach safely and rotate it out. Liquid bleach loses its strength after 6 months. Rotate it
regularly or consider pool shock (calcium hypochlorite) as a long-term option—it lasts indefinitely
when stored properly.
     Steady steps, dear sister. We prepare not out of fear, but in wisdom—so we’re ready to care
for others when the needs arise. 

                                                                               Faithfully preparing, 

                                                                 A Friend in the Storehouse


